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Note on the Text

I have made every effort to make this book accessible to a general educated
readership. I don’t think this has required too many compromises. One,
however, does bear mentioning: I’ve given up on trying to discover a sys-
tem of transliteration that would permit me to render Hebrew words and
names in a way that would be both internally consistent and sensible to the
average educated reader of the English language. Instead, Hebrew terms are
rendered in one of two ways: The most common biblical names follow their
standard English-language usage. Thus I write Moses (and not “Mosheh”)
and Jerusalem (and not “Yerushalaim”). Other Hebrew terms and names,
however, appear using a simple system of transliteration whose purpose is
to make them as readily pronounceable by English-language readers as pos-
sible, with modern Hebrew pronunciation as a benchmark. I realize that the
use of this dual system may be a bit annoying to some readers at first. But it
has a number of advantages over the alternatives. And you get used to it.
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