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global level. In-depth discussions of French customary law and Japanese 
legal history in this book provide a solid conceptual framework suit-
able for comparing European and East Asian legal traditions.
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1.1.	 Trial scene during the Chosǒn dynasty (1392–1910).� page 31
The magistrate is seated on the left; the two parties are  
sitting on the ground. From The Second Annual Report  
on the Reforms and Progress in Korea, 1908–9.

3.1.	 Ume Kenjirō, May 1909.	 87
Ume (1860–1910) was one of the drafters of the Japanese Civil 
Code and a legal advisor to the Korean government between 
1906 and 1910. Collection of the Editorial Committee on 
History of Hosei University.

4.1.	 First modern courts, circa 1910.	 123
All four levels of Korea’s first modern courts that opened doors 
in 1908 were housed in this building in Kongpyŏngdong in 
Seoul. The colonial Chosŏn High Court moved to Sŏsomundong 
in 1911 and the lower courts followed in 1920. Courtesy of 
Seomoondang, Co.

4.2.	 Courtroom scene from the Japanese protectorate period  
(1905–1910).	 128
The Korean defendants face the judges in Western suits. From 
The Second Annual Report on the Reforms and Progress in 
Korea, 1908–9.

6.1.	 The Chosŏn High Court building shown in a postcard,  
circa 1935.	 223
Both the colonial high court and, after independence, the 
Supreme Court of Korea (Taepŏpwŏn) occupied this building 
in Sŏsomundong in Seoul continuously from 1928 to 1995. 
Collection of Korea Creative Content Agency (KOCCA).

8.1.	 The Supreme Court of Korea.	 274
The court en banc in May 1956. In the middle is the first 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Kim Pyǒng-ro (1888–1964). 
Collection of the Supreme Court Library of Korea.
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8.2.	 Judicial robe, circa 1960.	 280
A judge in full judicial gear that was used between 1953 and 
1965. The robe features the embroidery of a rose of Sharon 
(Mugunghwa), the national flower of Korea, and the hat has a 
t’aegŭk mark inside the rose of Sharon. The judge, Kim Yoon-
Haeng, later a Supreme Court Justice, was the author’s father. 
Personal collection of the author.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-00697-3 - Law and Custom in Korea: Comparative Legal History
Marie Seong-Hak Kim
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107006973
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xi

5.1.	 Number of Judicial Posts (as prescribed in the Imperial 
Ordinance of 1920)	 page 159

5.2.	 Population and Judicial Personnel, 1910–1944	 161
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The detour from early modern France to colonial Korea, a sort of intellectual 
self-reinvention, has been a journey long and lonely but ultimately reward-
ing. Having been trained in European history, I had to assure myself that my 
undertaking of East Asian legal history was not a whimsical or erratic venture. 
By the time the Fulbright Senior Scholar Grant allowed me to spend a year 
in Korea in 2004, the country where I was born and raised but had left two 
decades before, I was certain that Korean history was indeed something I had 
wanted to study all along. Throughout the writing of this book, I was accom-
panied by the memories of my parents, Chung Eung-Kyu (1922–2006) and the 
Honorable Kim Yoon-Haeng (1920–1990). My father received his legal edu-
cation during the late years of Japanese colonial rule and subsequently served 
in the Korean judiciary for more than three decades, the last seven years as 
a Supreme Court Justice (1973–1980). His career was but one example that 
convinced me that colonial legal history was an integral part of the Korean 
past and must be understood as such. I am sure my parents would have been 
pleased to see this book.

James D. Tracy, my doctoral advisor at the University of Minnesota, has taught 
me that evolving intellectual endeavors across different fields of interest are not 
only justified but desirable. He read and corrected the drafts of this book, as he 
did for my other writings innumerable times over the past years. His encour-
agement is the single most important force that has sustained my professional 
career. I thank, with all my heart, Jim and his wife Sue, who are my children’s 
godparents, for their unfaltering support. A major inspiration for this book came 
from Jérôme Bourgon of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique and 
the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon (Institut d’Asie Orientale). I benefited 
from his unsurpassed knowledge and keen insights in Chinese legal history. In 
particular, he has shown me that the distance between French history and East 
Asian history is not insurmountable, and that it is indeed a worthy project to 
study them together from a genuinely comparative perspective.
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various institutions and organizations, including the National Endowment for 
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