
Islamic Schools in Modern Turkey

In recent years, the Islamization of Turkish politics and public life has 
been the subject of much debate in Turkey and the West. This book 
makes an important contribution to those debates by focusing on a 
group of religious schools, known as Imam-Hatip schools, founded a 
year after the Turkish Republic, in 1924. At the outset, the main pur-
pose of Imam-Hatip schools was to train religious functionaries. In the 
ensuing years, however, the curriculum, function, and social status of 
the schools have changed dramatically.

Through ethnographic and textual analysis, this book explores 
how an Imam-Hatip school education shapes the political socializa
tion of the schools’ students, those students’ attitudes and behaviors, 
and the political and civic activities of the graduates. This book 
also examines the informal, but highly influential, modes of educa-
tion, communication, and networking that appear in and around 
the schools. By mapping the schools’ connections to Islamist politi-
cians and civic leaders, the book sheds light on the significant, yet 
often overlooked, role that the schools and their communities play in 
Turkey’s Islamization at the high political and grassroots levels. This 
book also provides comparative perspectives on Islamic movements 
by discussing the implementation of the Imam-Hatip school model 
in other countries, such as Pakistan and Afghanistan, which seek to 
reform their Islamic schools as a means to curb religious extremism.

Professor Iren Ozgur is a postdoctoral Fellow in Princeton University’s 
Department of Near Eastern Studies.
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on the nineteenth- to twenty-first-century Middle East and North Africa. 
The aim of the series is to provide new and original interpretations of 
aspects of Middle Eastern societies and their histories. To achieve disci-
plinary diversity, books are solicited from authors writing in a wide range 
of fields including history, sociology, anthropology, political science, and 
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