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Preface

Japan Sea Region Research Institute was established 9 years ago in 2003 with the
sole objective of bringing geoscience and geotechnically based researchers toge-
ther. The founding members shared the idea of having an international research
meeting which would accommodate other research areas that are related to the
field of geotechnical engineering. Target participants and contributors were Jap-
anese and foreign researchers around Japan Sea. The first international symposium
was held in December 2003, in Kanazawa University Japan, under the title: ‘‘First
International Symposium on Mitigation of Geo-hazards in Areas around the Japan
Sea’’. Though the opening ceremony was missed by some foreign researchers due
to heavy snowfall in and around the venue city, the symposium recorded huge
success as everyone, through lively discussions, shared views and opinions on
current scientific problems, and the participants unanimously decided to make the
symposium an annual event.

With success established, there was need to expand the research area to
accommodate studies in geohazard mitigation and prevention like seismology and
earthquake, building and pipeline engineering, and the target area was expanded
beyond the countries around Japan Sea to larger areas including Indonesia, Iran,
and so on.

Scientific research has no end. The more we probe and solve environmental
problems, the more we discover more unsolved problems. This is why we must not
relent in providing answers and solutions to pertinent geoenvironmental chal-
lenges. In commemoration of the tenth annual symposium, we are very happy to
present to you the results of our latest research works. On behalf of the first
chairpersons of the Steering and Organizing Committee in 2003, I would like to
thank everybody so far present at the symposium and those who have in one way
or the other contributed to the success of this event.
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Japan, May 22, 2012 Masaru Kitaura
Chairperson of the First Steering and

Organizing Committees
Professor emeritus of Kanazawa University
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