
 



Introduction 
Dorota Praszałowicz (Jagiellonian University) 

` 
Americans have built a global society 
whose peoples’ origins 
have come to look much like the world itself. 

(David Gerber, 2011: 134) 

 
This volume contains papers presented at the Fourth Workshop “American 
Ethnicity: Rethinking Old Issues, Asking New Questions”. The workshop was 
organized in Kraków, Poland, on May 24th–25th, 2010. It was hosted by the Insti-
tute of American Studies and Polish Diaspora of the Jagiellonian University, and 
supported by the (American) Immigration and Ethnic History Society. The 
event was made possible thanks to the generous support of the United States 
General Consulate in Kraków, the Faculty of International and Political Studies 
of the Jagiellonian University, the Doctorate Students’ Society of the Jagiellonian 
University, and the Kraków Chapter of the Stowarzyszenie “Wspólnota Polska” 
(a non-governmental organization in Poland whose aim is to stay in touch with 
Polish diaspora). 

There is a tradition of organizing bi-annual workshops “American Ethnicity: 
Rethinking Old Issues, Asking New Questions” which take place in Kraków. The 
First Workshop (under the same title) took place at the Jagiellonian University 
in October 2004. It gathered eminent scholars from the US, Germany, Austria 
and Poland. Among the participants there were Hasia Diner, David Gerber, Vic-
tor Greene, Hartmut Keil, Dominic Pacyga, Suzanne M. Sinke, and Annemarie 
Steidl. Most of the participants returned to Kraków for the next workshops. The 
workshop proceedings were published as a special English language volume of 
the quarterly of the Polish Academy of Sciences: Przegląd Polonijny (“Polonia 
Review”), vol. 31, 2005, No 4. The texts in the 2005 volume deal with (among 
others): “Wandering Jews: Peddlers, Immigrants, and the Discovery of the <New 
Worlds>“ (Hasia Diner), “Young, Unwed, Mobile and Female. Women on Their 
Way from the Habsburg Monarchy to the United States of America” (Annemarie 
Steidl), “Love, Sex, and Bureaucracy: The U.S. Military and Marriage to <For-
eigners>“ (Suzanne M. Sinke). 

The Second Workshop took place in May 2006, and the third one in May 
2008. Most of the participants are social historians who focus their research on 
the past as well as on the present migration issues, therefore the workshop 
presentations deal with both historical and contemporary perspective. For ex-
ample, due to the presidential election of 2008, the Third Workshop (May 2008) 
was started with David Gerber’s comments on this subject (Ethnicity and the 
2008 Elections, At This Moment, Mid-May 2008) and Victor Greene’s presenta-
tion entitled Offering a Refuge or Refusal? : American Immigration Policy, Past & 
Present. Their comments were followed by a lively discussion. 
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The proceedings of the third workshop were also published as a special is-
sue of the Studia Migracyjne – Przegląd Polonijny (“Polonia Review”), vol. 35, 
2009, No 3. The list of texts included “Another Look at Whiteness: The Persis-
tence of Ethnicity in American Life” (Ronald Bayor), and “Immigration, Devel-
opment, and Assimilation in the United States in a Global Perspective, 1850-
1930” (Jose Moya). 

A group of people who feel attached to the workshops is increasing. The 
first meeting, somehow improvised, was modest in comparison to the following 
ones. In the course of time the workshops have won a reputation and became 
supported by prestigious diplomatic and academic institutions. Ronald Bayor 
(who attended the third workshop) and Barbara Posadas (who participated in 
the fourth workshop, and contributed to this volume) are the leaders of the 
Immigration and Ethnic History Society. The Society was founded in 1965 as the 
Immigration History Group, and it publishes a quarterly Journal of American 
Ethnic History. 

The Society’s stated purpose is to promote the study of the history of immigration to 
the United States and Canada from all parts of the world, including studies of the back-
ground of emigration in the countries of origin; to promote the study of ethnic groups 
in the United States, including regional groups, native Americans and forced immi-
grants; to promote understanding of the processes of acculturation and of conflict (…) 
(www.iehs.org/mission) 

The Kraków workshops’ objectives are consistent with the above quoted pur-
poses. Generally speaking, the meetings gather leading scholars of American 
ethnic and migration studies who share basic theoretical and methodological 
assumptions. The aim is to give an opportunity to discuss ongoing research, and 
to examine new research perspectives. Most of the workshops’ participants are 
historians, who study societies “from the bottom up”, and adopt a “longue du-
rée” perspective”. American immigration, ethnicity, assimilation – the very basic 
notions in this field of studies – are discussed, and sometimes redefined. Most 
participants accept the research paradigms which inform classical immigration 
studies (authored among others by: Barkan 1996, Brettel 2000, Foner 2000, Ger-
ber 2011, Hoerder 2002), and they agree, that there is a need to apply again the 
concept of assimilation, however in its new revised version (Morawska 1994, 
Barkan 1995, Alba & Nee 2003). 

Moreover, the workshops provide atmosphere in which scholars feel chal-
lenged to seek a broader context. For example while discussing American immi-
gration, Jose Moya situated the American experience in a global perspective, and 
asserted that migration is a basic feature of the human species rather than an 
American or modern phenomenon. (Moya 2009). Moya pointed to the level of 
separation and continuity of Arabs in East Africa, Volga Germans in Russia, and 
Chinese in Malaysia; the analysis led him to a conclusion that: ethnic persistence 
in the U.S. and the other Neo-Europes seems, particularly after the third genera-
tion, less consequential, to put it mildly (Moya 2009). Different, but not opposite 
position was taken by Ronald Bayor, who questioned the idea (popular in some 
studies of the 1990’s) that American immigrants from Europe have adopted 
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identity of the white group. In his talk, Bayor gave abundant evidence to the 
persistence of ethnicity in American life (Bayor 2009). Clearly, both presentations 
were followed by a discussion. 

Many presentations focused on the forgotten aspects of immigrants’ trajec-
tories, for instance a story of the German liberal intellectual Francis Lieber and 
his experience in the US South (1835-56) where he witnessed slavery (Keil 2008); 
Polish American youth as members of mixed-ethnic gangs in Chicago (Dominic 
Pacyga 2004); or the German convicts who had agreed to banishment to Ameri-
ca as an alternative to detention in Germany (Wolfgang Helbich & Walter 
Kamphoefner 2008). 

The discussions which start during the sessions are usually continued in 
private conversations during the workshops. In contrast to large conferences, 
which consists of many parallel sessions or huge plenary sessions, the work-
shops give the participants the chance to meet and hold discussions face to face. 
There is enough time for presentations and for comments. 

The workshops are attended by the local scholars and students, especially 
by the students of American Studies, as well as the students of MA Migration 
and Ethnic Studies (both programs are carried on at the Jagiellonian University). 
The sessions give the students an opportunity to meet the authors of the classic 
works on American immigration and ethnicity. Moreover, the Fourth Workshop 
featured a doctorate students’ session, and one of the presented papers is pub-
lished in this volume (Rajski). 

The current volume contains texts which provide a comparative context to 
immigration studies (Leslie Page Moch, Wolfgang Helbich), contribute to the 
gender perspective (Suzanne M. Sinke), bring up new issues like the Chicago 
parks programs where [immigrant] youth could obtain healthful physical training 
(Dominic Pacyga), and remind the most important aspects of migrants’ life, eg. 
the remittances (Barbara Posadas & Roland Guyotte), or poverty (Stan Nadel). 
There is also a set of three texts on American Jewish experience, studied from a 
variety of angles (Hasia Diner, Tobias Brinkmann, Anna Sosnowska). The 
Polish-American section presents texts on local immigrant communities and 
their collective memories (David Jones, Agata Rajski). 

The Fourth Workshop was inaugurated in the medieval building of the 
Jagiellonian University – the Collegium Maius – by Mr. Allan Greenberg, the 
United States General Consul in Kraków; Prof. Andrzej Mania, Deputy Rector of 
the Jagiellonian University; and Prof. Adam Walaszek, Director of the Institute 
of American Studies and Polish Diaspora (of the Jagiellonian University). The 
introductory speech was given by Prof. Barbara Posadas, the President of the 
Immigration and Ethnic History Society who noticed that small conferences 
such as this workshop provide the very best opportunities for significant scholarly 
dialog across nation-state boundaries. 
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