
active citizenship and disability

This book provides an international comparative study of the implementation of dis-
ability rights law and policy focussed on the emerging principles of self-determination
and personalisation. It explores how these principles have been enshrined in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and how different juris-
dictions have implemented them to enable meaningful engagement and participation
by persons with disabilities in society. The philosophy of ‘active citizenship’ underpin-
ning the Convention – that all citizens should (be able to) actively participate in the
community – provides the core focal point of this book, which grounds its analysis in
exploring how this goal has been imagined and implemented across a range of countries.
The case studies examine how different jurisdictions have reformed disability law and
policy and reconfigured how support is administered and funded to ensure maximum
choice and independence are accorded to people with disabilities.

Andrew Power is a Lecturer in Geography and Environment at the University of
Southampton in the United Kingdom. He previously worked as a Researcher at the
Centre for Disability Law & Policy, National University of Ireland, Galway, where he
undertook the fieldwork for this study. His research interests in the field of disability
law include independent living, supported decision making and family caregiver policy.
Previous research work has included an ESRC postdoctoral fellowship at the Faculty
of Health and Medicine (then the Institute for Health Research) at the University of
Lancaster. At Southampton, he currently researches and teaches across a range of areas,
including social justice, welfare and rights.

Janet E. Lord is a Senior Partner and Director of Human Rights and Inclusive Develop-
ment at BlueLaw International LLP, a veteran-owned international law and development
firm. An expert in human rights treaty negotiations, she participated in all of the nego-
tiations for the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, serving as
legal advisor to several lead governments, expert to the UN and legal advocacy advisor to
Disabled Peoples International. She is also Senior Research Associate at the Harvard Law
School Project on Disability and Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Maryland
Francis King Carey School of Law.

Allison S. deFranco is a Director of Human Rights and Inclusive Development at
BlueLaw International LLP, a veteran-owned international law and development firm.
She brings expertise in international education law and policy, disability law and policy
and disability-inclusive development programming. DeFranco has worked with major
donors and implementing organisations such as the National Council on Disability,
Disability Rights International, Disabled Peoples’ International and the Harvard Law
School Project on Disability to design and implement disability-inclusive democracy
and governance, public health and education programmes throughout the world.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02991-0 - Active Citizenship and Disability: Implementing the Personalisation of
Support
Andrew Power, Janet E. Lord and Allison S. Defranco
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029910
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02991-0 - Active Citizenship and Disability: Implementing the Personalisation of
Support
Andrew Power, Janet E. Lord and Allison S. Defranco
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029910
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge Disability Law and Policy Series

The Cambridge Disability Law and Policy series examines these topics in interdisci-
plinary and comparative terms. The books in the series reflect the diversity of definitions,
causes and consequences of discrimination against persons with disabilities while illu-
minating fundamental themes that unite countries in their pursuit of human rights laws
and policies to improve the social and economic status of persons with disabilities. The
series contains historical, contemporary and comparative scholarship crucial to identi-
fying individual, organizational, cultural, attitudinal and legal themes necessary for the
advancement of disability law and policy.

The book topics covered in the series also are reflective of the new moral and political
commitment by countries throughout the world towards equal opportunity for persons
with disabilities in such areas as employment, housing, transportation, rehabilitation
and individual human rights. The series will thus play a significant role in informing
policy makers, researchers and citizens of issues central to disability rights and disability
antidiscrimination policies. The series grounds the future of disability law and policy as
a vehicle for ensuring that those living with disabilities participate as equal citizens of
the world.

Books in the Series

Ruth Colker, When Is Separate Unequal? A Disability Perspective, 2009

Larry M. Logue and Peter Blanck, Race, Ethnicity, and Disability: Veterans and Benefits
in Post–Civil War America, 2010

Lisa Vanhala, Making Rights a Reality? Disability Rights Activists and Legal Mobiliza-
tion, 2010

Alicia Ouellette, Bioethics and Disability: Toward a Disability-Conscious Bioethics, 2011

Eilionoir Flynn, From Rhetoric to Action: Implementing the UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, 2011

Isabel Karpin and Kristin Savell, Perfecting Pregnancy: Law, Disability, and the Future
of Reproduction, 2012

Arie Rimmerman, Social Inclusion of People with Disabilities: National and International
Perspectives, 2012

Andrew Power, Janet E. Lord, and Allison S. deFranco, Active Citizenship and Disability:
Implementing the Personalisation of Support, 2013
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NCSE National Council for Special Education (Ireland)
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NDP National Development Plan (Ireland)
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Abbreviations xix

RWJF Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (United States)
SAAD Service D’aide et d’Accompagnement a Domicile (Home Assistance

and Support Service) (France)
SALAR Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions
SAMSAH Service d’Accompagnement Medico-Social pour Adulte Handicapé

(Health and Social Care Support Service for Disabled Adults)
(France)

SAVS Service d’Accompagnement à la Vie Sociale (Social Life Support
Service) (France)

SESSAD Service d’Éducation Spéciale et de Soins A Domicile (Education
and Health Care Services at Home) (France)

SGA Substantial Gainful Activity (United States)
SMA State Medicaid Agency (United States)
SPASAD Service Polyvalant d’Aide et de Soins à Domicile (Multipurpose

Assistance and Care Home Service) (France)
SSA Social Security Administration (United States)
SSAH Special Services at Home (Canada)
SSDI Social Security Disability Insurance (United States)
SSI Supplemental Security Income (United States)
SSIAD Services de Soins Infirmier a Domicile (Home Nursing Care

Service) (France)
SSLU Support Service Living Unit (Canada)
TB Tuberculosis
TD Teachta Daila (member of Dail Eireann, the lower house of the

Oireachtas (Irish Parliament)
UCD University College Dublin (Ireland)
UEROS d’Evaluation de Réentrainement et d’Orientation Sociale et

Professionnelle (Unit for Assessment and Social and Professional
Rehabilitation) (France)

UK United Kingdom
UN United Nations
UNA Union Nationale de l’Aide, des soins et des services aux domiciles

(National Union of Assistance, Nursing Care and Homecare
Services) (France)

UNAPEI Union nationale des associations de parents, de personnes
handicapées mentales et de leurs amis (National Union of Parents,
People with Learning Disabilities and Their Friends) (France)

UPIAS Union of the Physically Impaired Against Segregation (United
Kingdom)

US United States (of America)
VA Department of Veterans Affairs (United States)
VAT Value Added Tax
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xx Abbreviations

VFM Value for Money Review (Ireland)
VMRG Value for Money Review Group
VPN Valuing People Now
VR Vocational Rehabilitation
VTS Visiting Teacher Service
WHO World Health Organisation
WPG Woodlands Parents Group (Canada)
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