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Preface

We began thinking about and initially working on the ideas and evidence
in our analysis of black-Latino relations in the United States some time
around 2001 (which is more than a decade before it is being published),
to the best of our recollection. Our personal lives and situations changed
in a host of complex ways. And countless professional responsibilities,
developments, commitments (including other research projects) inter-
vened, affecting, and often disrupting and delaying, our ability to focus
on this project and give the concentrated periods of time required to move
ahead with analysis, writing, and revision, and all their associated compli-
cations. In short, “life happens.” At the same time, various political events
in American society arose during the decade of 2000-10 that were and are
directly relevant to our concerns. To name but a very few of the many that
could be noted, the growth and visibility of the Latino population, per-
haps punctuated in 2003 with the statement (from the U.S. Census Bureau)
that the Latino population had surpassed the black population in size; the
clamor and controversies over (illegal) immigration; and the emergence
and election of Barack Obama. These and other events underscore and
have heightened the salience of the issues we address in this book.

The increased significance of the topic is also reflected in the rather vast
and varied body of research on black-Latino relations that proliferated
over this time (some part of that research is summarized and reviewed
in Chapter 2). We acknowledge here, and emphasize several times later,
our appreciation of the previous work on the topic; it is informative and
consequential, and we take it most seriously.

We have both long been interested in and have studied various aspects
of race/ethnicity in American politics because of what we believe is its

xi
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xii Preface

critical importance as an enduring feature of this political system. To a
large extent, our research on these issues had been primarily approached
with urban and state politics as the unit of analysis; we had also focused
mostly on racial/ethnic groups separately and less on their interrelation-
ships. As we thought more about broader political developments, coupled
with emerging scholarly research, it occurred to us that there were other
related yet distinct political processes and phenomena that were being
overlooked and that also deserved consideration as part of the chang-
ing racial (including minority intergroup) landscape of American politics.
As we began to articulate to ourselves what we thought was missing
and/or ambiguous in the research on evolving racial/ethnic conditions, it
occurred to us, first implicitly and later more explicitly, that certain inter-
group relations and different, distinct institutional settings were worthy
of attention. This led us to conclude that black-Latino relations at the
national level warranted examination for several reasons: one, it had
scarcely been looked at. Second, we felt that a fuller understanding of
American politics, including black-Latino relations, required some atten-
tion to all levels of the governmental system. Accordingly, we sought and
identified several databases we thought would permit an extensive and
systematic analysis.

Our analysis is thus distinct from others in several ways. We focus
on the national (rather than local or state) level, on governance (rather
than attitudes and opinions), and on elites (rather than the masses).
Taken together, these distinct and novel characteristics help to advance
and expand the study of black-Latino relations, and by extension racial/
ethnic politics, in America. At the same time, our approach has its own
limits, certainly in contrast with or compared to other analytical foci
and approaches. We certainly hope, however, that the distinctiveness and
novelty of our study bring new evidence and insights to bear and that
these far outweigh its limitations. In any case, we believe our core find-
ings of nonconflict between and independence in black-Latino relations
in national politics is certainly notable. And we trust that our attempts
to explain the findings — focused on the institution of federalism and its
implications for the geography/scope of politics, the types of policies, and
the differences in the “essential character” of governments across the lev-
els of the political system — will be seriously considered, even if one does
not agree with it entirely.

We are pretty confident that the temporal span of our analysis is longer
than about any other study of this sort. Some of our data cover a period
of roughly thirty years, and even the shorter periods in our study are still
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longer than in most other studies. Indeed, a considerable amount of our
data encompasses a substantial portion of the post—civil rights era, about
1970 into the early 2000s. As such, ours is also partly a story of American
political development regarding a specific dimension of U.S. politics. An
obvious path for future research is to extend the period of analysis up to
the recent past, which has been characterized by some as a post-racial
era. We are pursuing such longer-term analysis and expect to expand sev-
eral substantive aspects of this research as well.

In a broad sense, this inquiry into unstudied or under-studied aspects
of minority intergroup relations and thus our telling of an untold story —
of “nonconflict” — provide a more complete, wider, richer, and more
nuanced perspective on America’s evolving multiethnic/racial democracy.
Our hope is that readers will find the central questions, the unique focus
and other attributes of our analytical approach, and our major findings
to be substantively informative and intellectually engaging.
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