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INDIVIDUALITY AND
MODERNITY IN BERLIN

Moritz Follmer traces the history of individuality in Berlin from the
late s to the construction of the Berlin Wall in August . The
demand to be recognised as an individual was central to metropoli-
tan society, as were the spectres of risk, isolation and loss of agency.
This was true under all five regimes of the period, through economic
depression, war, occupation and reconstruction. The quest for indi-
viduality could put democracy under pressure, as in the Weimar years,
and it could be satisfied by a dictatorship, as was the case in the Third
Reich. It was only in the course of the s, when liberal democ-
racy was able to offer superior opportunities for consumerism, that
it finally claimed the mantdle. Individuality and Modernity in Berlin
proposes a fresh perspective on twentieth-century Berlin that will
engage readers with an interest in the German metropolis as well as
in European urban history more broadly.

MORITZ FOLLMER is Associate Professor of Modern History at
the University of Amsterdam. His previous publications include Die
Verteidigung der biirgerlichen Nation: Industrielle und hohe Beamte in
Deutschland und Frankreich 1900—1930 ( ).
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The aim of this series in early modern and modern European history is to
publish outstanding works of research, addressed to important themes across a
wide geographical range, from southern and central Europe to Scandinavia and
Russia, from the time of the Renaissance to the present. As it develops
the series will comprise focused works of wide contextual range and intellectual
ambition.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/newstudiesineuropeanhistory

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter

More information

INDIVIDUALITY AND
MODERNITY IN BERLIN
Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall

MORITZ FOLLMER

EE CAMBRIDGE

‘ ;I; UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, So Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge c8  ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

© Moritz Follmer

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published
Printed and bound in the United Kingdom by the MPG Books Group
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Follmer, Moritz.
Individuality and modernity in Berlin : self and society from Weimar to the
Wall / Moritz Féllmer.
pages cm. — (New studies in European history)
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN  -- - - (hardback)
. Berlin (Germany) — Social life and customs —  th century. . Berlin (Germany) — Social
conditions —  th century. . Individuality — Germany — Berlin — History —  th century.

. Self — Social aspects — Germany — Berlin — History —  th century. . Risk — Social
aspects — Germany — Berlin — History —  th century. . Agent (Philosophy) — Social
aspects — Germany — Berlin — History —  th century. . Social isolation — Germany —
Berlin — History —  th century. . City and town life — Germany — Berlin — History —
th century. . Social change — Germany — Berlin — History —  th century. . Politics

and culture — Germany — Berlin — History —  th century. 1. Title.
DD  .F

ISBN  -- - - Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of maps and illustrations page Vi
Acknowledgements vii
Introduction

PART I WEIMAR BERLIN
Risk, isolation and unstable selfhood
Flexibility, authenticity and consumption

Reform, scandal and extremism

PART II NAZI BERLIN
Redefining legitimate individuality
Jewish Berliners’ ambiguous quest for agency

Heroism, withdrawal and privatist loyalty

PART III POST-WAR AND COLD-WAR BERLIN
Defeat, self-help and the dissociation from Nazism
Socialist ambitions and individualist expectations
Anti-totalitarianism, domesticity and ambivalent modernity
Conclusion

Bibliography
Index

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter
More information
Maps and illustrations
MAP
Berlin in . Institut fiir Europiische Geschichte Mainz. page x
ILLUSTRATIONS
Kurfiirstendamm, (picture: Dr. Z. Ernst). Landesarchiv
Berlin.

Karstadt department store on the Hermannplatz, c.
Landesarchiv Berlin.

‘Horseshoe Settlement’ in Britz, (picture: O. Hagemann).
Landesarchiv Berlin.

Wannsee beach in the summer of (picture: Willi Nitschke).
Landesarchiv Berlin.

Bureau for Jewish Emigrants, . Ullsteinbild.
Friedrichstrafle, (picture: Stefan Arczysnki). Landesarchiv
Berlin.

Improvised garden in the district of Tiergarten, (picture:
Martens). Landesarchiv Berlin.

Stalinallee, (picture: Werner Hoffmann). Landesarchiv
Berlin.

Hansaviertel, May (picture: B. Sass). Landesarchiv Berlin.

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

This book has been long in the making. In the course of conceptualising,
researching, writing and revising it, I have been fortunate to enjoy gener-
ous institutional, financial and collegial support. My first thanks go to the
history departments that have been most inspiring and friendly environ-
ments: at Humboldt University Berlin, where I began my academic career
under very favourable circumstances; at the University of Chicago, where
John W. Boyer and Michael Geyer were splendid hosts; at the University
of Leeds, where I held my first permanent position, was surrounded by
good-humoured people and received a semester of research leave; and at
the University of Amsterdam, where I already feel very much at home.
Secondly, I should like to thank the institutions that have provided me
with crucial financial support: the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation,
which funded my year at Chicago through a Feodor Lynen Fellowship; the
British Academy, which allowed me to complete my primary research in
Berlin; and the Arts and Humanities Research Council, which granted me
another semester of research leave to write the manuscript.

My idea of venturing into the history of individuality in a twentieth-
century context owes much to the writings of Wolfgang Hardtwig and
Michael Geyer, whom I also wish to thank for being important mentors.
Moreover, I gratefully acknowledge the interest that Andrew Stuart Berg-
erson, Richard Bessel, Greg Eghigian and Peter Fritzsche took in my work,
as well as the support they provided. Along the way, the staff of a whole
range of archives and libraries have been consistently professional and help-
ful; my special thanks goes to the ever-friendly Peter Seemel of the Lan-
desarchiv Berlin, where I spent most time. Verena Lehmbrock contributed
enthusiastic and intelligent research assistance. Audiences at the Univer-
sities of Amsterdam, Cambridge, Chicago, Glasgow and Strathclyde, Illi-
nois, Leeds, Michigan, Munich, Sheffield and Utrecht; at Ruhr University
Bochum, Free University Berlin, Humboldt University Berlin and the Insti-
tute for Historical Research in London; at two German Studies Association

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter

More information

viii Acknowledgements

conferences, two meetings of the ‘German History in the North’ network
and one American Historical Association conference; and at further con-
ferences at Humboldt University Berlin, the University of Limerick and
Penn State University offered encouragement and constructive criticism.
Paul Betts, Anna Hijkové4, Holger Nehring and Armin Nolzen kindly
read one or several draft chapters. Riidiger Graf and Benjamin Ziemann,
intellectual interlocutors as well as close friends, commented on the whole
manuscript. So did two anonymous readers who provided some insight-
ful criticisms and suggestions. At Cambridge University Press, Michael
Watson showed real interest in the project and was most encouraging,
while Chloe Howell and Emma Walker steered me through the produc-
tion process. I should also like to thank Stephen Curtis for his careful copy-
editing.

Writing in the English language has been both challenging and reward-
ing. With the exception of these acknowledgements, each part of the
book was read by two native speakers before copy-editing. Charlotte Eich-
ler and Ben Young were attentive and professional, while a number of
fellow historians were generous in their support of a Germanophone col-
league: Alexandra Bamji, Elizabeth Bright Jones, Sean A. Forner, Simon
Hall, Raphael Hallett, Leif Jerram, Christopher Prior, Annemarie Sam-
martino, Mark B. Smith and Matthew Stibbe. My apologies for any
remaining linguistic clumsiness and the inconvenience it may cause the
reader.

I am grateful to several publishers for granting me permission to reuse
some previously published material for the present book. The publications
are: ‘Auf der Suche nach dem eigenen Leben: Junge Frauen und Individ-
ualitit in der Weimarer Republik’, in Moritz Follmer and Riidiger Graf
(eds.), Die “Krise” der Weimarer Republik.: Zur Kritik eines Deutungsmusters
(Frankfurt: Campus, ), pp- — ; Die Berliner Boulevardpresse
und die Politik der Individualitit in der Zwischenkriegszeit’, in Wolfgang
Hardewig (ed.), Ordnungen in der Krise: Zur politischen Kulturgeschichte

Deutschlands 1900-1933 (Munich: Oldenbourg, ) pp- — ; ‘Sui-
cide and Crisis in Weimar Berlin’, Central European History [published
by Cambridge University Press],  ( ), — ; “Was Nazism Collec-
tivistic? Redefining the Individual in Berlin, =, Journal of Modern

History [published by University of Chicago Press], ( ), —
‘Jenseits der Liberalisierungsthese: Individualitit in Westberlin zwischen
Kriegsende und Mauerbau’, Zeizschrift fiir Geschichtswissenschaft [published
by Metropol],  ( ), — .

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Follmer

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements ix

On a personal note, I should like to thank all the individuals who spent
time with me over the past decade, kept cheering me up and generally made
life worthwhile. Sadly, one of them, Katrina Honeyman, passed away in
the autumn of . It is to the memory of this very special colleague and
friend that my book is dedicated.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107030985: 


