
INDIVIDUALITY AND
MODERNITY IN BERLIN

Moritz Föllmer traces the history of individuality in Berlin from the
late 1920s to the construction of the Berlin Wall in August 1961. The
demand to be recognised as an individual was central to metropoli-
tan society, as were the spectres of risk, isolation and loss of agency.
This was true under all five regimes of the period, through economic
depression, war, occupation and reconstruction. The quest for indi-
viduality could put democracy under pressure, as in the Weimar years,
and it could be satisfied by a dictatorship, as was the case in the Third
Reich. It was only in the course of the 1950s, when liberal democ-
racy was able to offer superior opportunities for consumerism, that
it finally claimed the mantle. Individuality and Modernity in Berlin
proposes a fresh perspective on twentieth-century Berlin that will
engage readers with an interest in the German metropolis as well as
in European urban history more broadly.

moritz föllmer is Associate Professor of Modern History at
the University of Amsterdam. His previous publications include Die
Verteidigung der bürgerlichen Nation: Industrielle und hohe Beamte in
Deutschland und Frankreich 1900–1930 (2002).
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(eds.), Die “Krise” der Weimarer Republik.: Zur Kritik eines Deutungsmusters
(Frankfurt: Campus, 2005), pp. 287–317; ‘Die Berliner Boulevardpresse
und die Politik der Individualität in der Zwischenkriegszeit’, in Wolfgang
Hardtwig (ed.), Ordnungen in der Krise: Zur politischen Kulturgeschichte
Deutschlands 1900–1933 (Munich: Oldenbourg, 2007), pp. 293–326; ‘Sui-
cide and Crisis in Weimar Berlin’, Central European History [published
by Cambridge University Press], 42 (2009), 195–221; ‘Was Nazism Collec-
tivistic? Redefining the Individual in Berlin, 1930–1945’, Journal of Modern
History [published by University of Chicago Press], 82 (2010), 61–100;
‘Jenseits der Liberalisierungsthese: Individualität in Westberlin zwischen
Kriegsende und Mauerbau’, Zeitschrift für Geschichtswissenschaft [published
by Metropol], 58 (2010), 134–55.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Föllmer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements ix

On a personal note, I should like to thank all the individuals who spent
time with me over the past decade, kept cheering me up and generally made
life worthwhile. Sadly, one of them, Katrina Honeyman, passed away in
the autumn of 2011. It is to the memory of this very special colleague and
friend that my book is dedicated.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03098-5 - Individuality and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall
Moritz Föllmer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107030985
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107030985: 


