Cambridge University Press

0521818001 - Medicine and Philosophy in Classical Antiquity: Doctors and Philosophers on
Nature, Soul, Health and Disease

Philip J. van der Eijk

Frontmatter

More information

MEDICINE AND PHILOSOPHY
IN CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY

This work makes available for the first time in one dedicated volume
Philip van der Eijk’s selected papers on the close connections that ex-
isted between medicine and philosophy throughout antiquity. Medical
authors such as the Hippocratic writers, Diocles, Galen, Soranus and
Caelius Aurelianus elaborated on philosophical methods such as causal
explanation, definition and division, applying concepts such as the no-
tion of nature to their understanding of the human body. Similarly,
philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle were highly valued for their
contributions to medicine. This interaction was particularly striking
in the study of the human soul in relation to the body, as illustrated by
approaches to topics such as intellect, sleep and dreams, and diet and
drugs. With a detailed introduction surveying the subject as a whole
and a new chapter on Aristotle’s treatment of sleep and dreams, this
wide-ranging collection is essential reading for students and scholars
of ancient philosophy and science.
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Since the original publication of these papers I have taken the opportunity
to make some, mostly minor, revisions to some chapters, mainly on points
of style and presentation, in order to enhance accessibility. Thus quotations
from Greek and Latin are now accompanied by English translations or para-
phrase, and in several cases words in Greek script have been transliterated.
I have also in a number of cases taken account of publications that have
come out since the paper was first published; there have, however, been
no changes to the substance, and all revisions have been clearly marked
by square brackets; in some cases I have presented them in the form of a
postscript at the end of the relevant chapter, so as to facilitate reference to
the original publication.

Chapter 1 was first published in Apeiron 23 (1990) 87-119, and is reprinted
(with slight, mainly stylistic alterations) with the kind permission of Aca-
demic Printing and Publishing.

Chapter 2 was first published in R. Wittern and P. Pellegrin (eds.), Hip-
pokratische Medizin und antike Philosophie (Medizin der Antike, Band 1),
Hildesheim: Olms, 1996, 229—57, and is reprinted here with the kind
permission of Olms Verlag; but the numeration of the Diocles frag-
ments, and the translation of fr. 176 printed here have been modified in
accordance with the relevant sections in my Diocles of Carystus, Leiden,
2000, which are reprinted here with the kind permission of Brill Academic
Publishers.

Chapter 3 is a slightly expanded version of a paper published under the
title “The systematic status of therapy in the Hippocratic Corpus and in
the work of Diocles of Carystus’, in I. Garofalo, D. Lami, D. Manetti and
A. Roselli (eds.), Aspetti della terapia nel Corpus Hippocraticum, Florence:
Olschki, 1999, 389—404, reprinted with the kind permission of Olschki
Editore; an abbreviated version in Dutch appeared under the title ‘Helpen,
of niet schaden. Enkele uitgangspunten van therapeutisch handelen in de
klassicke Griekse geneeskunde’ in Hermeneus 71 (1999) 66—71.
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Chapter 4 was first published in Dutch under the title ‘Hart en hersenen,
bloed en pneuma. Hippocrates, Diocles en Aristoteles over de localisering
van cognitieve processen’ in Gewina 18 (1995) 214—29, and has been trans-
lated (and slightly adapted) for the present volume by Arachne van der
Eijk-Spaan.

Chapter 5 was first published in German under the title ‘Aristoteles iiber
die Melancholie’ in Mnemosyne 43 (1990) 33—72, and has been translated
(and slightly adapted) for the present volume by Arachne van der Eijk-
Spaan.

Chapter 6 is in its present form a new paper, although it is based on
material published in my book Aristoteles. De insomniis. De divinatione
per somnum, Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1994, and in three articles: “The-
orie und Empirie in Aristoteles’ Beschiftigung mit dem Traum und mit
der Weissagung im Schlaf’, in K. Déring and G. Wahrle (eds.), Antike
Naturwissenschaft und ihre Rezeption, vol. 1v, Bamberg: Collibri Verlag,
1994, 31-46; ‘Aristotle on “distinguished physicians” and on the medical
significance of dreams’, in P. J. van der Eijk, H. E J. Horstmanshoff and
P. H. Schrijvers (eds.), Ancient Medicine in its Socio-Cultural Context (Clio
Medica/The Wellcome Institute Series in the History of Medicine 28—9),
Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 1995, vol. 11, 447—59; and ‘Aristotle on
cognition in sleep’, in T. Wiedemann and K. Dowden (eds.), Sleep (Not-
tingham Classical Literature Series / Midlands Classical Series 8), Bari:
Levante Editori, 2003, 25—40.

Chapter 7 was first published in W. Kullmann and S. Follinger (eds.),
Aristotelische Biologie. Intentionen, Methoden, Ergebnisse (Philosophie der
Antike, vol. v1), Stuttgart: Steiner Verlag, 1997, 221—58, and is reprinted
with the kind permission of Steiner Verlag.

Chapter 8 was first published in Hermes 117 (1989) 24—42, and is reprinted
(with alterations in presentation) with the kind permission of Steiner Verlag.

Chapter 9 was first published in The Classical Quarterly 49 (1999) 490—
502, and is reprinted with the kind permission of Oxford University Press.

Chapter 10 was first published in A. Debru (ed.), Galen on Pharma-
cology. Philosophy, History and Medicine (Studies in Ancient Medicine 15),
Leiden: Brill, 1997, 35—57, and is reprinted with the kind permission of Brill
Academic Publishers.

Chapter 11 was first published in 2. Mudry (ed.), Le traité des Maladies
aigués et des Maladies chroniques de Caelius Aurelianus: nowvelles approches,
Nantes: Institut Universitaire de France, 1999, 47-83, and is reprinted with
the kind permission of the Institut Universitaire de France.
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Note on translations

All translations of Greek and Latin texts are my own, except in those cases
where I have used the following:

the translations of the Hippocratic writings by W. H. S. Jones and .
Potter (quoted in the introduction and throughout part one), published
by Harvard University Press in the Loeb Classical Library as Hippocrates,
volumes 2/148 (1923), 4/ 150 (1931), 5/472 (1988) and 6/473 (1988);

the translation of Theophrastus’ On the Causes of Plants by B. Einarson
and G. K. K. Link (quoted in chapter 2), published by Harvard University
Press in the Loeb Classical Library as Theophrastus, De causis plantarum,
volumes 1/471 (1976) and 3/475 (1990);

the translation of Aristotle’s History of Animals, Book 10, by D. M. Balme
(quoted in chapter 9), published by Harvard University Press in the Loeb
Classical Library as Aristotle, History of Animals, Books VII-X, volume 11/439
(1997);

the translation of Theophrastus’ fragments by W. W. Fortenbaugh et al.
(quoted in chapter 2), published by Brill in 1992;

the translation of Theophrastus” Metaphysics by M. van Raalte (quoted
in chapter 2), published by Brill in 1993;

the translation of Galen’s On Medical Experience by R. Walzer (quoted
in chapter 2), published by Oxford University Press in 1944 and reprinted
by Hackett in 198s;

the translation of Caelius Aurelianus’ On Acute Affections by 1. Drabkin
(quoted in chapter 4), published by the University of Chicago Press in 1950;

and the translation of Plato’s Republic by G. Grube and D. Reeve (quoted
in chapter 6), published by Hackett in 1997.
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Note on abbreviations

Abbreviations of authors’ names and works follow those used in the Oxford
Classical Dictionary, ed. S. Hornblower and A. Spawforth (3rd edn, Oxford,
1999), apart from works of Galen, which follow G. Fichtner, Corpus
Galenicum (Tiibingen, 1990) and are explained in the text.

Hippocratic texts are normally cited by reference to the volume and page
numbers of the Littré edition (L.): E. Littré, (Euvres complétes d’Hippocrate
(10 vols., Paris, 1839—61). Thus 4.270 L. refers to vol. 1v, p. 270, of Littré’s
edition.

Works of Galen are referred to according to the volume and page numbers
of the edition by Kiihn (K.): C. G. Kithn, Claudii Galeni opera omnia, 22
vols. (Leipzig, 182133, reprinted Hildesheim, 1964—s5). Thus 5.244 K. refers
to vol. v, p. 244, of Kiihn’s edition.
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