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This work makes available for the first time in one dedicated volume
Philip van der Eijk’s selected papers on the close connections that ex-
isted between medicine and philosophy throughout antiquity. Medical
authors such as the Hippocratic writers, Diocles, Galen, Soranus and
Caelius Aurelianus elaborated on philosophical methods such as causal
explanation, definition and division, applying concepts such as the no-
tion of nature to their understanding of the human body. Similarly,
philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle were highly valued for their
contributions to medicine. This interaction was particularly striking
in the study of the human soul in relation to the body, as illustrated by
approaches to topics such as intellect, sleep and dreams, and diet and
drugs. With a detailed introduction surveying the subject as a whole
and a new chapter on Aristotle’s treatment of sleep and dreams, this
wide-ranging collection is essential reading for students and scholars
of ancient philosophy and science.
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Note on translations

All translations of Greek and Latin texts are my own, except in those cases
where I have used the following:

the translations of the Hippocratic writings by W. H. S. Jones and P.
Potter (quoted in the introduction and throughout part one), published
by Harvard University Press in the Loeb Classical Library as Hippocrates,
volumes 2/148 (1923), 4/ 150 (1931), 5/472 (1988) and 6/473 (1988);

the translation of Theophrastus’ On the Causes of Plants by B. Einarson
and G. K. K. Link (quoted in chapter 2), published by Harvard University
Press in the Loeb Classical Library as Theophrastus, De causis plantarum,
volumes 1/471 (1976) and 3/475 (1990);

the translation of Aristotle’s History of Animals, Book 10, by D. M. Balme
(quoted in chapter 9), published by Harvard University Press in the Loeb
Classical Library as Aristotle, History of Animals, Books VII-X, volume 11/439
(1991);

the translation of Theophrastus’ fragments by W. W. Fortenbaugh et al.
(quoted in chapter 2), published by Brill in 1992;

the translation of Theophrastus’ Metaphysics by M. van Raalte (quoted
in chapter 2), published by Brill in 1993;

the translation of Galen’s On Medical Experience by R. Walzer (quoted
in chapter 2), published by Oxford University Press in 1944 and reprinted
by Hackett in 1985;

the translation of Caelius Aurelianus’ On Acute Affections by I. Drabkin
(quoted in chapter 4), published by the University of Chicago Press in 1950;

and the translation of Plato’s Republic by G. Grube and D. Reeve (quoted
in chapter 6), published by Hackett in 1997.
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Note on abbreviations

Abbreviations of authors’ names and works follow those used in the Oxford
Classical Dictionary, ed. S. Hornblower and A. Spawforth (3rd edn, Oxford,
1999), apart from works of Galen, which follow G. Fichtner, Corpus
Galenicum (Tübingen, 1990) and are explained in the text.

Hippocratic texts are normally cited by reference to the volume and page
numbers of the Littré edition (L.): E. Littré, Œuvres complètes d’Hippocrate
(10 vols., Paris, 1839–61). Thus 4.270 L. refers to vol. iv , p. 270, of Littré’s
edition.

Works of Galen are referred to according to the volume and page numbers
of the edition by Kühn (K.): C. G. Kühn, Claudii Galeni opera omnia, 22
vols. (Leipzig, 1821–33, reprinted Hildesheim, 1964–5). Thus 5.244 K. refers
to vol. v , p. 244, of Kühn’s edition.
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