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PrefaCe

in 1999, the three of us co-edited The Power of Human Rights: International 
Norms and Domestic Change (Pohr; Cambridge university Press). in that vol-
ume, we proposed a spiral model of human rights change based on the “boom-
erang effect” which one of us had developed earlier with margaret Keck (Keck 
and sikkink 1998). Ten years later in 2009, we decided that it was time for some 
additional stock-taking. how had our original spiral model held up after a dec-
ade of much more intensive research on the issue of actual compliance with 
human rights norms? what new developments had there been in the human 
rights area and what did they say about the strengths and weaknesses of our 
initial work?

with questions such as these in mind, the three of us decided to reconvene 
parts of the old Pohr research team and to invite some other eminent scholars 
from germany and the united states who were also doing important work on 
human rights. as was the case with our original volume, we kicked things off 
with a workshop held in laramie at the university of wyoming (august 27–29, 
2009). During a coffee break there, we decided that we should get back into busi-
ness and start working on a new book on human rights change. The result was a 
second workshop that took place in Berlin at the freie universität Berlin (June 
3–5, 2010).

This second volume is not just about stock-taking concerning human rights 
change in general, but also more specifically about the scope conditions and 
processes leading from commitment to human rights norms to actual compli-
ance with them. so, in addition to stock-taking (see Chapter 2), we initiated 
several dialogues during our two workshops. The first of these was between 
scholars doing comparative case studies and those using quantitative and stat-
istical methods (see Chapters 3, 5, 7 and 13). and the second was with legal 
scholars working on human rights (see Chapter 6).

in addition to the need for stock-taking and dialogue, various events in the 
real world required that we expand our workshop agenda. a particular us 
administration’s resort to torture in the post-9/11 world, China’s continuing 
non-compliance with human rights norms, and the so-called “arab spring” 
strongly suggested that we revisit the central issue treated in Pohr – sustain-
able state compliance (see Chapters 8, 9 and 10). other real-world events such 
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Prefacexiv

as the disastrous effects of many states’ limited capacity to enforce the rules (e.g. 
sudan), as well as the human rights behavior of a wide range of non-state actors, 
needed additional attention (see Chapters 4, 11, 12, 13 and 14).

This book would not have been possible without generous financial support 
from several sources. first and foremost, the research Center “governance in 
areas of limited statehood” (www.sfb-governance.de) funded by the german 
research foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) provided most of the 
financing for the two workshops in wyoming and in Berlin. in addition, we are 
very grateful to the university of wyoming’s international studies Program and 
its director, Jean garrison, for both financial and intellectual support.

many other scholars also accompanied us along the way. arie Kacowicz from 
hebrew university in Jerusalem participated in both workshops and com-
mented in detail on various chapters and on the project as a whole. we also 
thank stephanie anderson, martha finnemore, Beate rudolf, eric Voeten, and 
the three anonymous reviewers of Cambridge university Press for their useful 
critical input.

last not least, we wish to thank Dan dePeyer for his assistance during the 
wyoming workshop, the sfB team for organizing the Berlin workshop, and 
Janine Pietsch for research assistance. Brooke Coe put together the bibliog-
raphy for the volume. we also thank John haslam and Carrie Parkinson from 
Cambridge university Press as well as Chris reus-smit for their continuous 
encouragement of and support for this project. last not least, we are grateful to 
Brooke Coe, alexandra Kuhles, gail welsh, and rob wilkinson for their help at 
various stages of the production process.
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