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Education is in a constant state of change and development. Learning to

Teach in the Primary School provides a pathway into Australian education for
preservice teachers involved in primary teaching. This practical and engaging text
supports lecturers and their students by including strong links to the Australian
Curriculum, and by framing teaching around understanding primary students,

how they learn, and their contexts.

The book includes numerous valuable teaching resources such as:

e applied learning experiences, discussion questions, and research topics that
aid preservice teachers’ understandings of major issues facing teachers and
primary students

¢ specific and crucial information related to the teaching of literacy, mathematics
and science within the current educational climate

e practical guidance across a range of key learning areas, exploring the breadth

and depth of teaching and learning opportunities for primary students.

Drawing on the wide-ranging expertise of each contributor, this text prepares
preservice teachers for teaching in Australian classrooms and provides techniques
to engage primary students in high-quality education. The concluding chapters of
the book focus on professional growth, making this a valuable resource throughout

preservice teachers’ tertiary coursework and into their professional careers.

The book is accompanied by an extensive companion website at www.cambridge.

edu.auw/academic/teachingprimary.

Peter Hudson is an associate professor in the Faculty of Education at Queensland

University of Technology.
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Preface

Peter Hudson

This book addresses the current needs of students involved in university course-
work focused on teaching in the primary school. Education is changing constantly
and, in an endeavour to forge a pathway into current Australian education, this
book presents understandings that link with national curricula agendas. Indeed,
the inclusion of the Australian Curriculum, as a work in progress, changes the
educational setting for all Australian universities and their students undertak-
ing teacher education courses. The book supports lecturers and their students in
learning to teach in the primary school by including strong links to the Australian
Curriculum and framing teaching around understanding students, how they learn,
and their contexts.

Following this preamble, Dr Karen Swabey provides an understanding of child
development as essential for optimal learning (Chapter 1), which is further supported
by Dr Rebecca Spooner-Lane’s guidance on child psychology for effective manage-
ment of student behaviour (Chapter 2). Dr Tony Dowden opens a section on cur-
riculum chapters by exploring what learners are taught (Chapter 3), and Dr Jane
Jarvis explains how to differentiate learning opportunities for primary students from
diverse backgrounds (Chapter 4). Both Dr Michelle Eady and Professor Lori Lockyer
show how new teachers can utilise technological tools as teaching strategies to chal-
lenge students’ cognitive development (Chapter 5).

Chapters 6 to 11 explore the range of key learning areas (KLLAs), with relevance to
the Australian Curriculum, through which to engage primary students in high-quality
education. Each KLA is given prominence in explaining the breadth and depth of
learning opportunities that can exist for primary students. Professor Peta Goldburg
then provides insights on religious studies and cultural diversity, with a focus on
educating for global citizenship through inclusive teaching practices (Chapter 12).
Importantly, Dr Kaye Price outlines specific inclusive practices for teaching Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander students (Chapter 13). The curricula integration chapter
highlights practical ways to engage learners across key learning areas (Chapter 14).
The last two chapters are dedicated to professional growth, as co-authors Dr Sue
Hudson and Dr Kerryn McCluskey examine the opportunities preservice teachers
have to link university theories with classroom practice under the guidance of an
experienced mentor teacher (Chapter 15), and Dr Mary Ryan and Michael Ryan (not
related) analyse frameworks for engaging in reflective practices towards establishing
a teaching identity (Chapter 16).

All of the authors have taught recently in Australian universities and have joined
to produce a book on learning how to teach in the primary school, with links to
the new Australian Curriculum. This book is intended for lecturers, tutors and their
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students learning to teach in the primary school. It will be particularly useful for stu-
dents undertaking a graduate diploma in primary education, students entering prac-
ticum (professional experiences) and those who undertake specific subjects within
education coursework. It is envisioned that university tutors might utilise the book in
their classrooms, and that preservice teachers can draw upon it in seeking to under-
stand the practicalities of teaching in Australian schools.
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