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The Ottomans ruled much of the Arab world for four centuries. Bruce
Masters’s work surveys this period, emphasizing the cultural and social
changes that occurred against the backdrop of the political realities
that Arabs experienced as subjects of the Ottoman sultans. The persis-
tence of Ottoman rule over a vast area for several centuries required
that some Arabs collaborate in the imperial enterprise. Masters high-
lights the role of two social classes that made the empire successful: the
Sunni Muslim religious scholars, the ulama, and the urban notables,
the a¢yan. Both groups identified with the Ottoman sultanate and were
its firmest backers, although for different reasons. The ulama legiti-
mated the Ottoman state as a righteous Muslim sultanate, while the
a‘yan emerged as the dominant political and economic class in most
Arab cities through their connections to the regime. Together, the two
helped to maintain the empire.

Bruce Masters is John Andrus Professor of History at Wesleyan
University. He is the author of Christians and Jews in the Ottoman
Arab World: The Roots of Sectarianism (Cambridge University Press
2001) as well as other books, articles, and scholarly contributions.
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Note on Transliteration

I have employed a modified system of transliterating Arabic proper names
and terms suggested by the International Journal of Middle Eastern
Studies. I have chosen not to use diacritical marks and only retained the
“raised c¢” (°) to represent the “ayn” and the apostrophe to represent the
“hamza.” Ottoman Turkish proper names and terms are spelled according
to the rules of Modern Turkish, with the exception that I have maintained
the final voiced consonant that corresponds to the Ottoman spelling,
“Mehmed?” rather than “Mehmet.” Place-names and terms that are more
familiar to English-language speakers such as “qadi” and “pasha” are
spelled according to common English usage.
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