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inventories to personal laundry lists. Drawing on these diverse sources and
richly illustrating his account with nearly one hundred images, William H.
Peck illuminates the culture of the ancient Egyptians from the standpoint
of the basic materials they employed to make life possible and perhaps even
enjoyable.
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PREFACE

My interest in ancient Egypt began early in my childhood and
became more intense during my secondary school years when I
discovered Piazzi-Smyth’s Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid. 1
eventually sought to know more about the culture of Egypt as it was
preserved in its own artifacts, somewhat in the way that Flinders
Petrie was to debunk Piazzi-Smyth’s famous work by accurately
measuring the monuments. After experience in the U.S. Army as
a topographic surveyor and a technical illustrator I was privileged
to participate at length in two major excavations, first at the site of
Mendes in the Nile delta and later in the Precinct of the Goddess
Mut at Karnak. Those activities, my lengthy museum experience
of dealing firsthand with a wide range of Egyptian artifacts, and an
early involvement with the investigation of mummies as a found-
ing member and participant in the just-emerging Paleopathology
Society have given me a series of varied and immediate experiences
in the art and objects that make up the material world of ancient

Egypt.
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