
CICERO AND THE RISE OF
DEIFICATION AT ROME

One of the major innovations brought to Roman politics by Caesar
and his imperial successors was the cult of the deified ruler. This had
Hellenistic precedents, and it has long been known that some of the
Roman generals such as Pompey had accepted divine favors when
campaigning in the Eastern Mediterranean. This book takes a very
innovative approach by considering the various ways in which
Cicero, one of the most important political and cultural figures of
the late Republic, tentatively explores connections between humans
and the divine and immortality in his speeches and political and
philosophical works. In particular, it examines Cicero’s explorations
of apotheosis and immortality in the De re publica and Tusculan
Disputations as well as his attempts to deify his daughter Tullia.
The results provide a fascinating and hitherto unacknowledged con-
text for considering the later innovations of the Caesars.
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