
Preface

This project started out with a joint publication with Richard Gill (Gill,
van der Laan, Robins, 2000, technical report) on locally efficient estimation
in censored data models. Therefore we are particularly grateful to Richard
for his contributions. The writing of the book began during Mark van der
Laan’s sabbatical at the Department of Statistics, University of Auckland,
New Zealand, which involved discussions with Alastair Scott and Chris
Wild. We owe thanks to Alastair and Chris for their interest, stimulus, and
helpful remarks.

An earlier version of this book has been used in a course in the Biostatis-
tics Department at University of California, Berkeley, directed at Ph.D
students in biostatistics and statistics. We thank these students for their
helpful comments that led to an improved presentation. In spite of the dif-
ficulty of the materials, the students were highly motivated to master it
and successfully applied the methodology to important practical problems.
Collaborations with current and previous Ph.D students on research topics
in censored data and causal inference have helped in writing this book.
We, therefore, owe thanks to Van der Laan’s students Alan Brookhart,
Jennifer Bryan, Sunduz Keles, Alan Hubbard, Romain Neugebauer, Maja
Pavlic, Katherine Pollard, Chris Quale, Tanya Henneman, Annette Moli-
naor, and Zhuo Yu and Robins’s students Nuala McGrath, Jon Page, and
Eric Tchetgen. In addition, collaborations with other researchers have been
an important stimulus. In particular, we would like to thank Miguel Her-
nan, Babette Brumback, Andrea Rotnitzky, Steve Mark, Marshall Joffee,
Niels Keiding, Whitney Newey, Jacqueline Witteman, Steve Cole, Sander
Greenland, Ya’acov Ritov, Chris Andrews, Larry Wasserman, Alan Hub-
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bard, Nick Jewell, Susan Murphy, Dan Scharfstein and Aad van der Vaart.
The enthusiasm of epidemiologists John Colford, Bill Satariano, and Ira
Tager for statistical methods suitable for addressing causal questions of
interest in their studies on AIDS, air pollution, drinking water, and effect
of excercise on survival, has been particularly stimulating.

As always, efforts such as writing a book are a product of the commu-
nity one works in. Therefore it is difficult to mention everybody who has
contributed in one way or another to this book. Mark van der Laan would
like to give special thanks to Martine since writing this book would have
been hard without her wonderful support, and to Laura, Lars, and Robin
as well for not having lost track of the important things in life. Mark van
der Laan also thanks Nick Jewell for his continuous intellectual interest and
moral support during the writing of this book, and Bonnie Hutchings for
being an incredible asset to our Department. James Robins would like to
specially thank Andrea Rotnitzky for being both intellectual soulmate and
supportive friend, Susanna Kaysen for her extended hospitality at Casa
Kaysen, and Valérie Ventura for just about everything.

Mark van der Laan has been supported in his research efforts over the
period of work on this book (1994-2002) by a FIRST award (GM53722)
grant from the National Institute of General Medical Sciences and a NIAID
grant (1-R01-AI46182-01), National Institute of Health. James Robins has
been supported by an NIAID grant.
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