
Preface

The purpose of the Handbook of Entrepreneurship Research: An Interdisciplinary
Survey and Introduction is to provide a distinctive introduction to the field of
entrepreneurship.

The first edition of the Handbook of Entrepreneurship Research was well
received. Indeed, it far exceeded our expectations, resulting in the publication
of a paperback edition in 2005. It served as a useful guide to researchers and
scholars spanning a broad spectrum of academics in different disciplines and grad-
uate students with an interest in entrepreneurship. The volume was an invaluable
resource identifying state-of-the-art knowledge from research in entrepreneurship a
decade ago.

The present volume updates the Handbook and documents the creation of the
field of entrepreneurship in the first decade of the 21st century. The volume focuses
on the theoretical aspects of the field and does not cover the many empirical con-
tributions that appear elsewhere. It is a carefully crafted “roadmap” through the
theoretical literature on entrepreneurship. Answers to many research questions can
be found in the handbook. Our objective as in the first edition was to create a reader
friendly but still, valuable resource for the entrepreneurship community.

Too many people have contributed in one way or another to mention here.
However, several colleagues need to be mentioned that over the years have been
integral to this project. They are Siri Terjesen (University of Indiana), Lawrence
A. Plummer (University of Oklahoma), Samee Desai (University of Missouri at
Kansas City), Robert Wuebker (University of Utah), Erkko Autio (Imperial College
Business School), Nichola Virgill (College of the Bahamas), Julienne Senyard
(Queensland University of Technology), Pekka Stenholm (University of Turku),
Wim Neude (UN Wider), Saul Estrin (London School of Economics), Magnus
Henrekson (Research Institute of Industrial Economics), David Hart (George Mason
University), Philip Auerswald (George Mason University), Laszlo Szerb (University
of Pecs), Jonathan Levie (Universtiy of Strathclyde), Bo Carlsson (Case Western
Reserve University), Pontus Braunerhjelm (Royal Institute of Technology), Connie
L. McNeely (George Mason University), Richard Florida (University of Toronto),
Carl Schramm (Kauffman Foundation), Robert Litan (Kauffman Foundation),
William Baumol (New York University), Edward Glaeser (Harvard Business
School), (Howard Aldrich (University of North Carolina), Scott Shane (Case
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Western University), David Storey (University of Warwick), Sharon Alvarez (Ohio
State University), Arnold Cooper (Purdue University), David Deeds (University of
Minnesota), Kelly Shaver (William and Mary), Bill Gartner (Clemson University),
Paul Reynolds (George Mason University), Roy Thurik (Erasmus University),
Per Davidson (Queensland University of Technology), Gregory Udell (Indiana
University), Josh Lerner (Harvard Business School), Paul Gompers (Harvard
Business School), Candida Brush (Babson College), Bruce Kirchhoff (New Jersey
Institute of Technology), Catherine Armington (U. S. Bureau of the Census), Hamid
Etamel (McGill University), Roger Stough (George Mason University), Peter
Nijkamp (Free University of Amsterdam), and Patricia Thornton (Duke University).

Robin Bürger, Adam Lederer, Prashanth Mahagaonkar, Sebastian May, and
Madeleine Schmidt read the manuscript in its entirety and provided valuable assis-
tance. In addition, Siri Terjesen, Samee Desai, Robert Webker and Adam Lederer
read the introduction and made many valuable comments. We would like to thank
the Max Planck Institute of Economics-Jena for providing us with invaluable oppor-
tunities over the years, the School of Public Policy at George Mason University and
the School of Environmental and Public Affairs at Indiana University. We would
also like to thank Nicholas Philipson of Springer New York, for his constant support
and encouragement for the project.
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