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Preface

Albert Camus received the Nobel Prize in 1957. At a press conference
afterwards, he was asked about the Algerian Revolution, then raging.
“If I had to choose between justice [independant Algeria]l and my mother
[Algérie frangaise], I would choose my mother.” Camus was a French-
man born in colonial Algeria, a settler or pied noir, to use the somewhat
pejorative term. Like George Orwell in India, he was a colonial by
background. “At present the Arabs do not alone make up all of Algeria.
The size and seniority of the French settlement, in particular, are enough
to create a problem that cannot be compared to anything in history. The
Algerian French are likewise, and in the strongest meaning of the word,
natives.”

Camus’s father worked as a cellarman in the wine trade. In 1913 the
elder Camus was posted to Mondovi in eastern Algeria. Mondovi was
located eight miles inland from Bone, the third largest port city in
Algeria. The largest, Algiers, was where the Camus family came from,
and where Camus set The Stranger (L’Etranger). “Mother died today.
Or, maybe, yesterday; I can’t be sure.”” The second largest port, Oran,
furnished the locale for The Plague (La Peste). ‘““From dark corners,
from basements, from cellars, from sewers, they [rats] came up in long
tottering lines to stagger at the light, turn round and die near men.” Bone
itself was situated on the site of St. Augustine’s Hippo. All three of
these settler colonial cities were populated by more Europeans than
native Algerians.

Albert Camus was born in Mondovi in 1913. Ten years before Jérome
Bertagna, the “boss” of Bone, died in Mondovi. Where Camus’s back-
ground was Spanish, Bertagna’s was Italian. Where the Camus were
dirt-scrabbling poor, Bertagna made his fortune in colonial Algeria.
Elected mayor of Bone in 1888, Bertagna was the single most powerful
person in the region until his death in 1903. It was he who was primarily
responsible for constructing the port of Bone through which Camus’s
father shipped pressed grapes to France. With his economic wealth and

xvil
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Preface

political clout, Bertagna created a vast 7,500-acre estate in Mondovi,
1,500 acres of which he devoted to vineyards, perhaps including the one
where Camus’s father worked.

Making Algeria French constitutes a postcolonial look at the colonial
past of Bone-become-Annaba. The title is ironic, for the unmaking of
French Algeria soon followed its making, a case of the failure of success.
Eschewing earlier colonial interpretations, I view the Béne past differ-
ently, as French settler colonialism in a colonial city. Furthermore, I
have employed elements of a modernist prose structure to convey a
sense of my postcolonial perspective as well as to present my substantive
findings. In keeping with the shape of a city, therefore, this work is
multidimensional and architectonic, rather than one-dimensional and
linear. To be sure, we will get from the top of the Cours — the main
street in Bone/Annaba — to the port at the foot, and from one side of
town to the other, but not before pausing to explore some of the side
streets, and taking a few detours to point out the sights. I invite the
reader, then, to take a guided tour with me through colonial Béne.

* * *

Given the circumstances under which this book was conceived and
carried out, I am happy to acknowledge the aid of the following indi-
viduals. First of all, this study simply would not have been possible had
it not been for the aid of Jean-Claude Vatin, Directeur, Centre d’Etudes
et de Documentation Economique Juridique et Sociale, Cairo; R. Ainad
Tabet, former director, Archives Nationales d’Algérie, who kindly
granted me unrestricted access to the Algerian archives; Brahim Jatni,
Secrétaire General, Assemblée Populaire et Communale de Annaba;
and Nick Macris, Dravo Corporation. Also in Algeria, Prof. Louis P.
Montoy of the Université de Constantine; Abdelkrim Badjadja, director
of the Archives de la Wilaya de Constantine; and Prof. James Malarkey
facilitated my research.

On this side of the Atlantic, I owe a special debt of gratitude to
Edmund Burke and Paul Rabinow. Steven Vincent, Robert Moeller,
Ronald Toby, and James Barrett read earlier versions of the study.
Charles Tilly and John Modell provided valuable advice on the quan-
titative aspects of this project. I also wish to acknowledge the support
of Rob and Val Hollister, Connie Hungerford, Rollie Guild, Steven and
Rebecca Tobias, Liz Friedman, Daniel and Janet Atlan, Fryar Calhoun,
Elinor Accampo, Lynn Dumenil, Irving Elichirigoity, and most of all,
Sally.

A study such as this requires time and money to bring to fruition.
The University of California, Berkeley, the French Government, and
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the Mabel McLeod Lewis Fund at Stanford provided financial support
for lengthy archival research. At Berkeley I received additional support
from the Institute of International Studies and the Graduate Division.
At the University of Illinois, I have received extensive support from the
Center for Advanced Study, the Center for African Studies, Interna-
tional Programs and Studies, the Faculty Research Board, and the Hu-
manities Released Time program. My grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. C. E.
Long, also provided welcome support at opportune moments. More
recently, my work has been supported by the American Philosophical
Society, the ACLS-SSEC, the National Humanities Center, and the
Davis Center for Historical Studies at Princeton. Finally, I thank the
staffs of the archives and libraries which made available the documen-
tation utilized in this study, especially the Archives de I’Assemblée
Populaire et Communale deAnnaba, Archives de la Wilaya de Con-
stantine, and the Archives Nationales de France.

The maps and figures have been produced by James Bier. In France,
Mme. Brigitte Richon kindly made copies of several photographs of
colonial Bone that she had gathered in the course of her photographic
research for Frederic Musso’s L’Algérie autrefois (1976). It has been a
pleasure working with the staff of Cambridge University Press, especially
Frank Smith.

Earlier versions of Chapter 6 and 7 appeared as ‘““The Political Culture
of Settler Colonialism in Algeria: Politics in Bone, 1870-1920,” Revue
de I'Occident Musulman et de la Méditerranée, no. 48—49 (1988), pp.
293-311, and as “Reconstructing L’Algérie Francaise,” in Jean-Claude
Vatin, ed., Connaissances du Maghreb (Paris: Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, 1984), pp. 65-78, respectively. Parts of Chapter
3 were published in “Fire on the Mountain: Resisting Colonialism in
Algeria,” in Donald Crummey, ed., Banditry, Rebellion and Social Pro-
test in Africa (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1986), pp. 229-52; and a
section of Chapter 5 in “La ségrégation résidentielle en société coloniale.
Le cas de Bone en Algérie de 1872 2 1954, Cahiers d’Histoire 25 (1980):
53-74.

I take responsibility for what is wrong with this work as well as what
is right.

Xix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org\0521531284
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

