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This chapter provides a detailed walkthrough of a full property sheet
and corresponding custom Flex component for SAP BusinessObjects
Dashboards.

11 Get Started with Custom Component
Basics

In this chapter we'll take a closer look into the core concepts of SAP Business-
Objects Dashboards SDK development. We'll cover the foundational pieces that
compose a custom component and work with concrete examples to get you up to
speed and prepared for more advanced topics.

Let's start by gaining an understanding of the backbone of a custom component
integration that facilitates all component data flow and binding communication:
the custom component property sheet.

1.1 Developing Basic Add-On Property Sheets

Conceptually, property sheets will seem very similar to a developer who is famil-
iar with SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards and interacting with the SAP Business-
Objects Dashboards components offered in the default component library. A
property sheet is essentially a self-contained Flex application that serves as both a
user interface control and a communication proxy between the SAP Business-
Objects Dashboards design environment and your custom component's publicly
exposed properties that you want to give users control over.

Property sheets can serve many functions, and since they're Flex-based applica-
tions, property sheets enable the custom component developer to exercise cre-
ativity in designing the most effective user interfaces that the business users who
leverage the custom component will ultimately interact with.

527



1 | Get Started with Custom Component Basics

The basic primary property sheet features we'll cover before moving to more
advanced property sheet features are:

» Property data binding
» Property value setting/getting

11.1.1  Property Sheet Data Binding

Perhaps the most powerful feature exposed by the SAP BusinessObjects Dash-
boards SDK is the ability to bind public properties that you specify in your custom
Flex component to a variety of data ranges in the underlying SAP BusinessObjects
Dashboards Excel data model. Binding types come in a handful of shapes and
sizes and enable custom components to read, write, or read and write to the SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel model in every way that is needed to funda-
mentally communicate with the two-dimensional data model (rows and columns)
that's supported by the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards implementation of the
Excel model.

Bindings can be adapted to suit a variety of basic to advanced use cases. In this
section we'll review the basic concepts of data binding that a custom component
developer is most likely to encounter. Below are the fundamental concepts
offered by the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards SDK binding mechanism.

Here's a binding call example that specifies a read-only two-dimensional array
property binding of a custom component's xcChartData property:

proxy.bind("xcChartData", null, bindingID, BindingDirection.QUTPUT, ""
OutputBindings.ARRAY2D);

Binding Directions and Data Flow

When establishing a binding between SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards and one
of your custom component's properties, you can specify whether your property
should be treated as read-only, write-only, or as both a read and write property.

Reading Values from the Spreadsheet

To specify your component's property as a read-only property, meaning that your
property will be a consumer of data from the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
model, you'll need to specify a binding direction type of OUTPUT, as described

528



Developing Basic Add-On Property Sheets

below. By subscribing to the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards model through
binding as a read-only or OUTPUT consumer, your component's property value
will change any time the range or cell data your custom component is bound to in
the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards data model changes, both at runtime as well
as design time in the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards environment.

To access this binding direction type, import the xcelsius.binding.BindingDirection
namespace into your property sheet application. The fully qualified path to the
QUTPUT type is:

xcelsius.binding.BindingDirection.OUTPUT

Anything referenced in code samples needs to retain the Xcelsius name. Unfortunately
this is confusing, but is the proper name until SAP renames the SDK's guts.

Writing Values to the Spreadsheet

To specify your component's property as a write-only property, meaning that
your property will be a provider of data to the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
model, you'll need to specify a binding direction type of INPUT, as described
below. By subscribing to the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards model through
binding as a write-only or INPUT consumer, your component's property value will
update the cell or range that it is bound to in the data model any time the data in
your bound custom component property changes.

To access this binding direction type, import the xcelsius.binding. BindingDirection
namespace. The fully qualified path to the INPUT type is:

xcelsius.binding.BindingDirection.INPUT

Writing Values to and Reading Values from the Spreadsheet

To specify your component's property as both a read and write property, mean-
ing that your property will be a provider and consumer of data via the SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel model, you'll need to specify a binding direc-
tion type of BOTH, as described below. By subscribing to the SAP BusinessObjects
Dashboards model in this manner, your component's property value will update
the cell or range that it is bound to in the data model any time the data in your

529
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custom component property changes, and conversely, your component's prop-
erty value will change anytime the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel model
is updated.

To access this binding direction type, import the xcelsius.binding. BindingDirection
namespace. The fully qualified path to the BOTH type is:

xcelsius.binding.BindingDirection.BOTH

Binding Types

Whether your custom component's property is read, write, or both, it will need
to specify what type of value it is in the proxy.bind() operation so the SDK can
properly handle its data flow.

The options for InputBindings and OutputBindings are shown in Figures 11.1
and 11.2.

InputBindingal

@ ARRAY
© ARRAYZD
@ SINGLETON

Figure 11.1 InputBinding Options

Outputhdmgsl

© ARRAY

© ARRAYZD

© ARRAY2DXYOBIECTS
© SIMGLETOM

© SORTED_OBJECT

Figure 11.2 OutputBinding Options
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Developing Basic Add-On Property Sheets

InputBindings

>

ARRAY
A type of ARRAY indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to write to a set of cells in either a single column or row.

» ARRAY2D
A type of ARRAY2D indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to write to a set of cells in a row and column format.

» SINGLETON
A type of SINGLETON indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to write to a single cell.

OutputBindings

> ARRAY
A type of ARRAY indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to read from a set of cells in either a single column or row.

» ARRAY2D
A type of ARRAY2D indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to read from a set of cells in a row and column format.

» SINGLETON
A type of SINGLETON indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to read from a single cell.

» ARRAY2DXYOBJECTS
A type of ARRAY2DXY indicates that your custom component's property will be
bound to and able to read multiple columns or rows of cells output as a two-
dimensional array of objects with X and Y properties.

» SORTED_OBJECT

A type of SORTED_OBJECT indicates that your custom component's property will
be bound to and able to read a sorted object representation of a two-dimen-
sional table.

11.1.2  Explicitly Setting Property Values

In addition to binding custom component properties to data in the SAP Business-

Objects Dashboards Excel model, the ability also exists to read from and write to
a custom component's property directly through the property sheet, thus bypass-
ing the Excel model altogether.
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An example of this functionality would be if you have a Flex ColorPicker control
on your property sheet that is responsible for setting a color property on your
component. Assuming you had a custom Flex canvas component with a public
property named xcBackgroundColor, you could write a value to that property by
using the following command specified inline in the ColorPicker's change event
handler, where cp represents the ID of your MXML ColorPicker in the Flex prop-
erty sheet.

private var proxy:PropertySheetExternalProxy =
new PropertySheetExternalProxy();

<mx:ColorPicker Teft="19" top="175" id="cp"
change="proxy.setProperty(‘xcChartColor’,cp.selectedColor)"/>

11.1.3  Explicitly Getting Property Values

The ability to extract values from your custom component at property sheet
design time exists as well and will be covered in Chapter 13.

11.1.4 Property Sheet Styling

While certain factors need to be considered for styling custom components, prop-
erty sheet styling is direct and enables developers to leverage common styling
practices in Flex such as style sheet references, inline style directives, and embed-
ded style sheets.

11.1.5 Basic Property Sheet Overview

With some basic property sheet concepts in mind, let's walk through a functional
example that highlights some of the fundamental aforementioned features. The
full property sheet code is listed in breakout form of the code and accompanying
code explanations in order from top to bottom.

This property sheet is designed as a basic example that is used to control a basic
Flex AreaChart custom component with a handful of public properties. The full
sample source code for the corresponding custom component is listed in Section
11.2.

Figure 11.3 highlights the overall end result of the following property sheet and
component walk through by displaying the component, connected to data, and the
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data layout, inside the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards designer. Figure 11.4
shows the isolated property sheet in SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards design mode.
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Figure 11.4 Property Sheet in Design Mode

Property Sheet Code Walkthrough

Let's take a walk through the property sheet code now, which has been broken up

into the following sections.

» Main property sheet initialization event handler
» Fundamental SDK import statements

» Private SDK variables

» Supporting SDK functions

» Proxy.Bind dissected
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Property Sheet Application Complete Event Listener

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>
<mx:Application xmIns:mx="http://www.adobe.com/2006/mxm1"
layout="absolute" applicationComplete="init();">

On line 2 of the property sheet, which is a basic Flex Application MXML file, we
listen for the native Flex Application event applicationComplete. When this
event is triggered, it calls the init () function. In the init() function, we perform
the routine task of initializing and executing the basic SAP BusinessObjects Dash-
boards SDK event listeners and callback functions needed to perform the custom
component data binding and value setting tasks.

Fundamental SDK Import Statements
The import statements below provide us with a reference to the foundational
classes and utilities in the SDK needed for the basic property sheet application.

<mx:Script>

<I[CDATAL

import mx.containers.*;

import mx.controls.*;

import mx.core.Container;

import mx.events.FlexEvent;

import xcelsius.binding.BindingDirection;

import xcelsius.binding.tableMaps.input.InputBindings;

import xcelsius.binding.tableMaps.output.OutputBindings;

import xcelsius.propertySheets.impl.PropertySheetExternalProxy;
import xcelsius.propertySheets.interfaces.PropertySheetFunctionNamesSDK;

Here we call out and explain the import statements that are specifically related to
the SDK.

import xcelsius.binding.BindingDirection;

The BindingDirection import statement enables you to call on binding direction
constants from the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards SDK. The binding direction
options (INPUT, OUTPUT, BOTH) specify the direction of data flow between your SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards component properties and the SAP BusinessObjects
Dashboards Excel data model when performing a bind operation through the
SDK.
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import xcelsius.binding.tableMaps.input.InputBindings;

The InputBindings import statement enables you to call on input binding con-
stants from the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards SDK. The input binding options
(ARRAY, ARRAY2D, SINGLETON) specify the type of data range you want to bind to
between your SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards component properties and the
SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel data model when performing a bind oper-
ation through the SDK. InputBindings should be specified when a custom com-
ponent property needs to input values into the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
Excel model.

import xcelsius.binding.tableMaps.output.OQutputBindings;

The OutputBindings import statement enables you to call on output binding con-
stants from the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards SDK. The output binding
options (ARRAY, ARRAY2D, SINGLETON) specify the type of data range you want to
bind to between your SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards component properties
and the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel data model when performing a
bind operation through the SDK. OutputBindings should be specified when a cus-
tom component property needs to read values from the SAP BusinessObjects
Dashboards Excel model.

import xcelsius.propertySheets.impl.PropertySheetExternalProxy;

The PropertySheetExternalProxy import statement provides access to the Prop-
ertySheetExternalProxy class, which is the backbone of the SDK integration per-
forming all binding and value operations between the property sheet and the
custom component.

import xcelsius.propertySheets.interfaces.PropertySheetFunctionNamesSDK;

The PropertySheetFunctionNamesSDK import statement provides access to a set of
constants that tie to SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards SDK function names.

Basic Private SDK Variables
The three private variables defined in this section are key to managing custom
component property data binding and property value setting through the SDK.
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private var proxy:PropertySheetExternalProxy =
new PropertySheetExternalProxy();

private var propertyToBind:String;

private var currentBindingID:String;

Let's discuss the primary private variables related to the SDK.
private var proxy:PropertySheetExternalProxy

The proxy variable is responsible for performing the job that its class name indi-
cates: to serve as a proxy between the custom component's properties and the
property sheet. This variable is responsible for all key communication, property
data binding, and value setting in a custom component property sheet.

private var propertyToBind:String;

The propertyToBind variable serves as a string value that is responsible for hold-
ing the name of the custom component property that is currently being bound to
during user-initiated binding operations. This value allows the developer to man-
age UI controls, data binding for the given property, and any other housekeeping
or special functionality associated with the property. This variable is used prima-
rily in the initiateBind and continueBind functions listed in the following sec-
tion, “Supporting SDK Functions.”

private var currentBindingID:String;

The currentBindinglD variable serves as a string value that is responsible for
holding the binding ID of the custom component property that is currently being
bound to during binding operations. This value allows the proxy to manage data
bindings for the given property. This variable is used primarily in the initiate-
Bind and continueBind functions listed in the following section.

Supporting SDK Functions

A few common functions can be found across the majority of property sheet
implementations. Those common functions are also included in this source code
walkthrough as follows.
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Initialize Values

The initValues function is responsible for retrieving the custom component's
property values at property sheet initialization time and populating the property
sheet's user interface controls with their property values. In this implementation,
we retrieve the three values exposed by the custom component and loop through
them to initialize their corresponding property sheet controls. The function code
is listed here:

// Initializes Property Sheet on load to show the
current Xcelsius custom component property/style value.
private function initValues():void
{
//Process the array of values for the Xcelsius custom
//component properties.
var propertyValues:Array = proxy.getProperties(
["xcChartData", "xcChartSeries", "xcChartColor"]);

var propertyValueslLength:int = (propertyValues != null ?
propertyValues.length : 0);

for (var i:int=0; i < propertyValueslength; i++)
{

// Get the property name and value.

var propertyObject:0bject = propertyValues[il];

var propertyName:String = propertyObject.name;

var propertyValue:* = propertyObject.value;

// Process the property by name, either show the
//value or show the cell address if bound to the
//Excel spreadsheet.
var bindingText:String = "";
switch (propertyName)
{
case "xcChartData":
bindingText=
getPropertyBindDisplayName(propertyName);
if (bindingText != null)
{
// When bound the user cannot edit the value.
tiChartData.enabled = false;
// Show the address we are bound to.
tiChartData.text = bindingText;
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}
else
{
tiChartData.text = "";
}
break;
case "xcChartSeries":
bindingText =
getPropertyBindDisplayName(propertyName);
if (bindingText != null)
{
tiChartSeries.enabled = false;
tiChartSeries.text = bindingText;
}
else
{
tiChartSeries.text = "";
}
break;
case "xcChartColor":
cpChartColor.selectedColor = propertyValue;
break;
default:
break;

Get Bound Property Display Names

The getPropertyBindDisplayName function is a utility function that's responsible
for returning the Excel range address that a given custom component property is
bound to once a user-initiated binding operation has been completed. This cell
address value is traditionally used in all custom SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
components to visually indicate to the user through a text input control where in
the Excel model the property is bound. The function code is listed here:

// Returns the bind display name or null if not bound.
private function
getPropertyBindDisplayName(propertyName:String):String
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// Get the array of bindings for this property.
var propertyBindings:Array = proxy.getBindings([propertyNamel);
if ((propertyBindings != null) &&
(propertyBindings.length > 0) &&
(propertyBindings[0].length > 0))

// We have at Teast one binding for this

//property so pick the 1st one.

// Note: [0][0] is 1st property in the array,

//then 1st binding for that property.

var bindingID:String = propertyBindings[01[0];

return proxy.getBindingDisplayName(bindingID);
}

return null;

Initiating End-User Interaction Binding Operations

The initiateBind function is a utility function that is responsible for launching
the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards binding window as shown in Figure 11.5
and Excel range address that a given custom component property is bound to
when the binding button for a particular property is clicked. This function allows
the user to select or modify the range that a custom component's property is
bound to.

Select a Range

Sheet1 $a51 ok || canel |

Figure 11.5 Initiate Bind Window

Listed here is the function code needed to launch this utility to initiate data bind-
ing operations for a given custom component property:

// Allows the user to select the Excel spreadsheet cell

//to bind to an Xcelsius custom component property.

private function initiateBind(propertyName:String):void

{
//1f there is an existing binding for this property
//show that in the Excel binding selection window.
//Store the currentBindingID (null if there is no
//current binding), we need this for "continueBinding".
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currentBindingID = null;
var propertyBindings:Array = proxy.getBindings([propertyNamel);
if ((propertyBindings != null) && (propertyBindings.length > 0))
{
//Use the 1st binding address for the property.
currentBindingID = propertyBindings[0];

//Store the name of the property that we are binding,
//we need this when we "continueBinding".
propertyToBind = propertyName;

//Let the user choose where to bind to in the
//Excel spreadsheet.
proxy.requestUserSelection(currentBindinglID);

Finalizing User-Initiated Binding Operations

The continueBind function is called as a result of the user clicking the OK button
in the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards binding control shown in Figure 11.5
once he has selected the range he wants to bind the custom component property
to. This function performs the final steps via the proxy variable needed to estab-
lish a binding of any type between the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel
model and a custom component property. Listed here is the function code needed
to finalize or commit a data binding operation for a given custom component
property. The remainder of the MXML code for this source code example is listed

below the continueBind function code as well.

// Completes the binding when the user has finished selecting
//the cell to bind to or clear the binding.
private function continueBind(bindingID:String):void

{
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var propertyName:String = propertyToBind;
var propertyValues:Array;

var propertyObject:0bject;

var bindingAddresses:Array;

// Clear any existing bindings - so we can re-bind.
if (currentBindingID != null)
{
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proxy.unbind(currentBindingID);
currentBindingID = null;

// Process the property binding.

switch (propertyName)

{

case "xcChartData":

//User explicitly cleared binding,
//do not create another.
if ((bindingID == null) || (bindingID == ""))
{

//Fill the chart with an empty dataset
propertyValues = proxy.getProperties([propertyName]);
propertyObject = propertyValues[0];
//Make sure we set the property
//on the component as well.
proxy.setProperty(propertyName, propertyObject.value);
return;

}

//Display the range address.

tiChartData.text = proxy.getBindingDisplayName(bindingID);

proxy.bind("xcChartData",
null, bindinglID,
BindingDirection.OUTPUT, "",
OutputBindings.ARRAY2D);

break;

case "xcChartSeries":

//User explicitly cleared binding,

//do not create another.

if ((bindingID == null) || (bindingID == ""))

{

propertyValues = proxy.getProperties([propertyName]);
propertyObject propertyValues[0];
proxy.setProperty(propertyName, propertyObject.value);
return;

// Display the range address.
tiChartSeries.text = proxy.getBindingDisplayName(bindinglID);
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}
11>

proxy.bind("xcChartSeries",
null, bindinglID,
BindingDirection.OUTPUT, "",
OutputBindings.ARRAY2D);
break;

default:
break;

<Imx:Script>
<mx:Canvas minWidth="268" minHeight="350"

<mx:
<mx:
:TextInput id="tiChartData"

<mx

<mx:

<mx

<mx:
<mx:
:TextInput id="tiChartSeries" y="122"

<mx

<mx:

<mx:

width="100%" height="100%"
backgroundColor="4fFFFFFF">

Label x="10" y="22" text="Chart Data"/>

HRule y="39" height="10" right="10" left="10"/>

y="57" right="42" left="10"/>

Button y="56" right="10" width="24"
click="initiateBind(‘xcChartData’);"
icon="@Embed( ‘com/assets/bind to cell.png’)"/>

:Label x="10" y="87" text="Chart Series"/>

Label x="10" y="152" text="Chart Color"/>
HRule y="104" height="10" right="10" left="10"/>

right="42" left="10"/>
Button y="121" right="10" width="24"
click="initiateBind(‘xcChartSeries’);"
icon="@Embed( ‘com/assets/bind to cell.png’)"/>
ColorPicker Teft="19" top="175"
id="cpChartColor"
change="proxy.setProperty(‘xcChartColor’,
cpChartColor.selectedColor)"/>

</mx:Canvas>
</mx:Application>

11.1.6 Proxy.Bind Explained

The SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards SDK bind function currently accepts ten
parameters, the last five of which are optional. Let's take a look at the fundamen-
tal first six parameters, in order.
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proxy.bind(

"xcChartData", <- Property
null, <- Chain

bindinglID, <- BindingID
BindingDirection.OQUTPUT, <- Direction
" <- InputMap

OutputBindings.ARRAY2D <- OutputMap

Property

The name of the custom component property to be bound.

Chain

An alternate array argument usually left blank for normal binding scenarios.
This chain is usually reserved for subelement binding.

BindingID

The SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards-generated BindingID of the custom com-
ponent property to be bound.

Direction

The BindingDirection constant that indicates whether the property is read,
write, or read and write.

InputMap

The InputBindings constant that indicates whether the property is:

SINGLETON, ARRAY, or ARRAY2D

OutputMap
The OutputBindings constant that indicates whether the property is:

SINGLETON, ARRAY, ARRAY2D, ARRAY2DXYOBJECTS, or SORTED_OBJECT

1.2 Developing Basic Add-On Components

Now that we have a basic property sheet implemented and connected to the
properties exposed by the custom component, we'll take a look at how the cus-
tom component's public properties are exposed, consumed, and set, and how
they process their data output flow from SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards, where
applicable. The full component code is listed in breakout form of the code and
accompanying code explanations in order from top to bottom.
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This custom component is designed as a basic example that leverages a base Flex
charting component, CartesianChart, to expose a simple yet powerful and highly
adaptable chart that allows for multiple series types to be combined in a single
chart implementation.

Let's walk through the different custom component codes.

11.2.1  Main Component Initialization Event Handler and Import
Statements

On line 2 below, we watch for the native Flex canvas event of creationComplete.
When this event is triggered, in the function buildSeries() we perform the fun-
damental operation of the component, which is to build up the chart's data and
series. The complete import code is listed below.

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"7>
<mx:Canvas verticalScrollPolicy="off" creationPolicy="all"
creationComplete="buildSeries()"
horizontalScrollPolicy="off"
xmins:mx="http://www.adobe.com/2006/mxm1" width="400" height="400">
<mx:Script>
<I[CDATAL
import mx.charts.series.ColumnSet;
import mx.graphics.RadialGradient;
import mx.graphics.lLinearGradient;
import mx.managers.ToolTipManager;
import mx.charts.renderers.lLineRenderer;
import mx.charts.renderers.CircleltemRenderer;
import mx.charts.series.AreaSeries;
import mx.charts.series.LineSeries;
import mx.graphics.Stroke;
import mx.charts.series.ColumnSeries;
import mx.graphics.GradientEntry;
import mx.collections.ArrayCollection;

11.2.2 Private Variables

The private variable _columnSet is responsible for clustering any specified
ColumnSeries for the Cartesian chart. The private variable _xcChartData is a bind-
able ArrayCollection that serves as the Cartesian chart's data provider. In the
MXML code listed last in this section in the subsection “MXML Markup: Grid
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Lines and Cartesian Chart,” the Cartesian chart's dataProvider property is bound
to the _xcChartData variable. Listed below are the private variables for the basic
component.

private var _columnSet:ColumnSet = new ColumnSet();

[Bindable]private var _xcChartData:ArrayCollection = new ArrayCollection();

11.2.3 Public Chart Color Variable—xcChartColor

The public variable xcChartColor is set up as a read and write variable, and in
each operation it is responsible for setting or getting the bindable internal vari-
able _xcChartColor. In the MXML code listed last in this section in the subsection
“MXML Markup: Grid Lines and Cartesian Chart,” the Cartesian chart's color
property is bound to this private variable that controls the color property of the
chart. The public property function code is listed below.

[Bindable]lprivate var _xcChartColor:Number = 0x000000;
public function get xcChartColor():Number
{
return _xcChartColor;
}
public function set xcChartColor(value:Number):void
{
_xcChartColor = value;;

11.2.4 Public Chart Series Variable

The public variable xcChartSeries is set up as a read and write variable, and in
each operation it is responsible for setting or getting the internal variable
_xcChartSeries. In the property sheet, this variable is defined as a two-dimen-
sional array consumer, and each time the public variable is set, we cycle through
this two-dimensional array variable to build the chart series for the Cartesian
chart. Note that the function buildSeries() is called every time the xcChart-
Series public set function is called, enabling the chart to completely redesign
itself at SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards runtime any time the SAP Business-
Objects Dashboards dashboard designer decides it should be redesigned, making
it highly adaptable. The function code is listed next:
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private var _xcChartSeries:Array = new Array();
public function get xcChartSeries():Array
{

return _xcChartSeries;

public function set xcChartSeries(value:Array):void
{
try
{
_xcChartSeries = value;
buildSeries();
}
catch(e:Error)
{
trace(e.getStackTrace());

11.2.5 Public Chart Data Variable

The public variable xcChartData is set up as a read and write variable, and in each
operation it is responsible for setting or getting the internal variable _ xcChart-
Data. In the property sheet, we have this variable defined as a two-dimensional
array consumer, and each time the public variable is set, we cycle through this
two-dimensional array variable to build the data for the Cartesian chart. Note that
the building of the data is called every time the xcChartData public set function is
called. Notice that we treat a two-dimensional array of data output from SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards exactly like any other two-dimensional array would
be treated in ActionScript. We access the data in SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
by looping over the data, referencing rows and individual cells by using their
ordinal position; that is, _xcChartDatalrowPositionlLcolumnPosition] = a single
cell in the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel data model.

In this case, we always extract the user-specified series name for a given set of
data, at position O on each row in the data. For brevity's sake, we then dynami-
cally roll through each cell in any given row from position 1-N, to extract data
values and associated tooltips. The data and tooltip values are specified as colon-
separated in each cell in the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel model, that
is, [data:tooltip] or 5,000:My Tooltip. The function code is listed next:
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public function get xcChartData():Array
{
return [1];
}
/**
*Cycle through the 2D data Array,
*building data for each series
***/
public function set xcChartData(value:Array):void
{
//Rowl[0]=SeriesName
//Rowl[0-N]=Data:HTMLTooltip
_xcChartData.removeAll1();
try
{
var columnStart:int = 0;
var columnEnd:int = value[0].length;
//Append each dataset to a
//given month (month = key to each row)
for (var i:int=columnStart; i<columnkEnd; i++)
{
var data:0bject = new Object();
data.ylLabel = value[0]1[i];
if(data.ylLabel == "" || data.yLabel == null)
continue;
//Build data for each month
for (var i2:int = 1;i2<value.length;i2++)
{

//cell content format =
//[dataValue : toolTipl;
var cell:String = String(valueli2][i]);
var seriesName:String = valuel[i2][0];
var dataValue:Number =
Number(cell.substring(
0,cell.index0Of(":")));
var toolTip:String =
cell.substring(
cell.indexOf(":") + 1, cell.length);

data[seriesName]l= dataValue;
datalseriesName + data.ylabel] = toolTip;
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_xcChartData.addItem(data);

1
catch(e:Error)
it
trace(e.getStackTrace());

11.2.6 Chart Building Function

The buildSeries function is responsible for looping through the publicly set pri-
vate variable, xcChartSeries. In the property sheet, this variable is defined as a
two-dimensional array consumer, and each time the public variable is set, we
cycle through this two-dimensional array variable to build the series for the Car-
tesian chart.

Notice that we treat a two-dimensional array of data output from SAP Business-
Objects Dashboards exactly like any other two-dimensional array would be
treated in ActionScript. We access the data in SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards by
looping over the data, referencing rows and individual cells by using their ordinal
position; that is, _ xcChartSeries [rowPosition][columnPosition] = a single cell
in the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards Excel data model.

For readability's sake, we have created an intermediary variable, called series
that is an array. Essentially, the series variable represents a row of data from the
SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards model, and each cell in the row provides us
with a singular piece of information about the type of series the user wants to see
on the chart and how he wants that series to be named and represented through
the Cartesian chart. In this case, we require the user to place the series type in
position 0, the series name in position 1, the series color in position 2, and the
series alpha in position 3 as shown below.

var series:Array = _xcChartSeries[i]; RA row of data from Xcelsius

var seriesType:String = series[0]; RA cell (41) of data from Xcelsius
var seriesName:String = series[1]; RA cell (4#2) of data from Xcelsius
var seriesColor:Number = series[2]; RA cell (4#3) of data from Xcelsius

var seriesAlpha:Number = series[3]; RA cell (#4) of data from Xcelsius
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As we cycle through this data, in the switch statement below, we determine the
type of series specified, style the series accordingly, and add the series to the Car-
tesian chart. The function code is listed here:

/***

*Cycle through the 2D series Array,
*styling and adding specified series types
***/
private function buildSeries():void
{
if(chart == null)
return;
chart.series=new Array();
columnSet = new ColumnSet();
columnSet.type = "clustered";
var st:Stroke;
for(var i:int=0;i<_xcChartSeries.length;i++)
{
var series:Array = _xcChartSeries[i];
var seriesType:String = series[0];
var seriesName:String = series[1];
var seriesColor:Number = series[2];
var seriesAlpha:Number = series[3];
//Add the correct series based on the
//specified seriesType
switch (seriesType.tolLowerCase())
{

case "line":
var Is:LineSeries = new LineSeries();
1s.yField = seriesName;
Is.name = seriesName;
Is.displayName= seriesName;

st = new Stroke();
st.color=seriesColor;
st.alpha=seriesAlpha;
st.weight=2;
st.pixelHinting=false;

var linePointFill:RadialGradient =

new RadialGradient();
linePointFill.entries =
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[new GradientEntry(seriesColor,
0.33, .5),
new GradientEntry(seriesColor,
0.65, seriesAlpha)]

Ts.setStyle("fil1",1inePointFill);
Ts.setStyle("1ineStroke",st);
Ts.setStyle("stroke",st);
Ts.setStyle("radius",3);
Ts.setStyle("form","curve");
Is.setStyle("itemRenderer",

new ClassFactory(

mx.charts.renderers.CircleltemRenderer));
Ts.setStyle ("lineSegmentRenderer",

new ClassFactory(

mx.charts.renderers.LineRenderer));

//Add the series
chart.series.push(1s);
break;
case "column":
var cs:ColumnSeries = new ColumnSeries();
cs.yField = seriesName;
cs.name = seriesName;
cs.displayName= seriesName;

var columnFill:LinearGradient =
new LinearGradient();
columnFill.entries =
[new GradientEntry(seriesColor,
0.33, seriesAlpha),
new GradientEntry(seriesColor,
0.65, seriesAlpha)]

cs.setStyle("fill",columnFill);
cs.alpha=seriesAlpha;

//Add the series
columnSet.series.push(cs);
break;
case "area":
var ar:AreaSeries = new AreaSeries();
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ar.yField = seriesName;
ar.name = seriesName;
ar.displayName= seriesName;

st = new Stroke();
st.color=seriesColor;
st.alpha=1;
st.weight=1;
st.pixelHinting=false;

var areaFill:LinearGradient =

new LinearGradient();
areafFill.entries =

[new GradientEntry(seriesColor,

0.33, .5),
new GradientEntry(seriesColor,
0.65, .6)]

ar.setStyle("areaFill",areaFill);
ar.setStyle("areaStroke",st);
ar.setStyle("stroke",st);
ar.setStyle("form","curve");
//Add the series
chart.series.push(ar);
break;
}
chart.series.push(columnSet);

private function formatDataTip(obj:0bject):String
{
return obj.itemlobj.element.displayName +
obj.item.ylLabel];

11.2.7 Tooltip Function

The ability to finely control the information that end users see when they mouse
over a data point in an SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards chart is an extremely
important feature. By leveraging some standard Flex capabilities, you can return
custom tooltips to your end users via this simple function that extracts informa-
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tion from the obj:0bject parameter and returns your user-specified tooltip con-
tent, which may contain normal text as well as HTML. The function code is listed
below.

private function formatDataTip(obj:0bject):String
{
return obj.itemlobj.element.displayName + obj.item.ylabel];

11.2.8 MXML Markup: Grid Lines and Cartesian Chart

The MXML specified in this part of the component provides us with the type of
grid lines we want to use for the chart as well as the basic implementation of the
Cartesian chart's shell.

<mx:Array id="chartBg">
<mx:GridLines alpha=".65" direction="both"/>
</mx:Array>
<mx:CartesianChart
id="chart"
width="100%" height="100%" showDataTips="true"
color="{_xcChartColor}"
dataTipFunction="formatDataTip"
dataProvider="{_xcChartData}"
backgroundElements="{chartBg}">
<mx:horizontalAxis>
<mx:CategoryAxis dataProvider="{_xcChartData}"
categoryField="ylLabel"/>
</mx:horizontalAxis>
<{/mx:CartesianChart>
</mx:Canvas>

11.3 Creating Basic Component Packages

As a continuation of the custom chart component highlighted in this chapter, let's
build a packager for it as the final step in preparing it for consumption by SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards.
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11.3.1 Basic Component Packaging Steps

1. Open the Packager.exe application contained in the SAP BusinessObjects Dash-
boards SDK install directory {Program Files}/SAP BusinessObjects\Xcelsius 4.0\
SDK.

2. Enter the details related to your component as shown back in Figure 11.5,
including the component name.

3. Select the VisuaL COMPONENTS tab and click ADD NEw COMPONENT.

4. Enter the component's class name, including its full package path, as well as
any additional information about the component, including the path to the
property sheet SWF file, component SWF file, and optional images you may
define to represent the component in the SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
Object Browser and component list as shown in Figure 11.6.

&y XCComboChartxlp - Add-On Packager = | (5] | S

File  Project Help

=] &%
O2al®
Details | Visual Components | Connections | Functions | Buid |
“Name: XC Combo Chart
Publisher:
Website:
Fublish Date:
Version:
Description: Combo chart example
License Agreement (ELILA) i
* Denotes a required field

Figure 11.6 Enter your Component Class Name and SWF File Details

5. Save your packager file.

6. Build your XLX installer file and install it using the SAP BusinessObjects Dash-
boards Add-On Manager (in SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards, FILE « MANAGE
ADD-ONS) as shown in Figure 11.7.
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Add New Component ==

“Class Name
com.exc examples XCComboChartBase

*Display Name

Combo Chart

“Component SWF
XCComboChart swf =

“Category
[Add-Ons v] [ Custom Categories ]

I Large lcon BMP (48 x 48} I

Small lcon BMP (16 x 16)

“Property Shest SWF
¥CComboChartProperties swi =

Version

* Denctes a required field

Figure 11.7 Build Your Component XLX Installer File

11.3.2 Packaging for Special Components

If your component isn't a visual component and is a data connection or a function
component, use the CONNECTION and FUNCTION tabs accordingly to establish and
build your component's installer file as shown in Figure 11.8.

(& Untitled - Dashboard And Presentation Design Add-On Packager SRECE X

File Project Help

L2a¥

| Details | Wisual Components | Comnections | Functions | Build |

Add connections to your Add-On Package Add Connection
Name Version SWF Location Edit Delete

Figure 11.8 Connections Tab
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11.3.3 Packaging Best Practices

While the packaging process is a simple act on the home stretch of creating your
custom component, there are a handful of best practices you should adhere to
during this very important process.

» Use relative paths when linking assets (SWF files, image files, text files) to your
package.

» Use only one package per component to avoid installation conflicts in SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards. Each package contains a unique ID value that SAP
BusinessObjects Dashboards inspects at install time and expects to be unique
on a per-component basis.

» Don't copy components to avoid the conflict behavior described previously.

» Save and backup your packages, especially if you are developing products,
because if a package is lost or corrupted, you'll once again run into the instal-
lation issue outlined above if you attempt to re-create the lost or corrupted
package from the ground up.

1.4 Summary

In this chapter we went through a full property sheet and corresponding custom
Flex component for SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards. We also dived deeper into
the details of certain core pieces of SDK functionality, highlighted common func-
tions where the SDK can be implemented, and gave an overview of how to
develop a basic custom component for your SAP BusinessObjects Dashboards
environment. With a functional component under our belts, we'll take a tour of
some more advanced yet less advertised, very powerful concepts and utilities
exposed by the SDK in Chapter 12.
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