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Leseprobe 

 

Patrik M. Michel sheds new light on the aniconic cults of the ancient Near East, where previously

standing stone cults of Semitic and Anatolian populations were invariably studied separately. At

the end of the fourteenth century BCE, Aštata and Emar entered the Hittite sphere of influence.

While previous scholars have discussed matters of Hittite administration in Emar, they have little

studied religious aspects, considering that the Hittites were tolerant in these matters. However, a

close analysis of various Emar rites related to cultic standing stones leads us to acknowledge that

the Hittite conquest of Aštata had repercussions also on local religious life.>


