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Leseprobe 

 

Poland was the center of European Jewry and, during World War II, became the location of the

German extermination of the Jews. What did this proximity mean for the Polish locals and how did

it define the memory discourse of eye witnessing in Poland? Hannah Maischein analyses the way

in which the relationship between Poles and Jews during the war is remembered. Do the Poles

depict themselves as heroes who helped the Jews and saved them? Or do they see themselves

as perpetrators who harmed Jews, killed them and benefited from their extermination? On the

basis of visual media such as movies, exhibitions and monuments Hannah Maischein explores the

self-image of the Polish eyewitness. Furthermore, she presents an approach to analysing visual

memory discourses and adumbrates the concept of eyewitnessing as a media phenomenon.>


