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Die Vignette gibt ein Musterdetail der Kasel des Mainzer Erzbischofs Willigis 
wieder, die im Bischöflichen Dom- und Diözesanmuseum, Mainz, unter der 
Inventar-Nr. T 005 aufbewahrt wird. Der goldgelbe byzantinische Seidenstoff, 
aus dem die Kasel angefertigt wurde, stammt aus der Zeit um das Jahr 1000.

The vignette on the series title page reproduces a pattern detail from the chasuble 
of Archbishop Willigis of Mainz which is kept in the Episcopal Cathedral and 
Diocesan Museum Mainz under inventory no. T 005. The golden-yellow Byzantine 
silk material, of which the chasuble was made, dates from the period around the 
year 1000.



Contents 

Preface ................................................................................................................................  7 

Panagiotis Roilos 
Phantasia and the Ethics of Fictionality in Byzantium:  
A Cognitive Anthropological Perspective ..........................................................................  9 

Tomas Hägg † 
Fiction and Factography in the Life of St Antony ................................................................  31 

Saskia Dirkse 
Τελωνεῖα: The Tollgates of the Air as an Egyptian Motif in Patristic Sources  
and Early Byzantine Hagiography ......................................................................................  41 

Sarah Insley 
Dressing up the Past: Fictional Narrative in the Life of Matrona of Perge .........................  55 

Paul Magdalino 
Apocryphal Narrative: Patterns of Fiction in Byzantine Prophetic  
and Patriographic Literature ...............................................................................................  87 

Ioli Kalavrezou 
The Marvelous Flight of Alexander ................................................................................... 103 

Anthony Kaldellis 
The Emergence of Literary Fiction in Byzantium and the Paradox of Plausibility ............ 115 

Paolo Cesaretti  
The Exegete as a Storyteller: The Dawn of Humanity according to  
Eustathios of Thessalonike ................................................................................................. 131 

Elizabeth Jeffreys 
The Afterlife of Digenes Akrites ........................................................................................ 141 

Ulrich Moennig 
Literary Genres and Mixture of Generic Features in Late Byzantine Fictional Writing .... 163 

Carolina Cupane 
Other Worlds, Other Voices: Form and Function of the Marvelous  
in Late Byzantine Fiction ................................................................................................... 183 



Contents 
 

6 

Michael Jeffreys 
Written Dekapentasyllables and Their Oral Provenance: A Skeleton History  
and a Suggested New Line of Research ............................................................................. 203 

Massimo Peri 
The Four-color Tradition in Early Vernacular Greek Poetry .............................................. 231 

Roderick Beaton 
Hopeful Monsters or Living Fossils? The Comnenian Novels  
and Their Medieval and Modern Reception ....................................................................... 245 
 
List of contributors ............................................................................................................. 253 
 
Index of names ................................................................................................................... 256  
 
Index of subjects ................................................................................................................ 258  
 
Index of literary works ....................................................................................................... 260  


