Chiara Melloni

Fvent and

Result Nominals
A Morpho-semantic Approach




Contents

AcknOwledgements. .......cooueeiirriiiiiiniiiieeieee e ix
Abbreviations and Marking Conventions..........cccceeeevuervierneernicnnncnne xiii
1 Aims and Orientation........cccceereereereenieneeneenieeneenteeneereeieeneeenreens 1
1.1 Stating the problem.........cccuveriiiriiiieiiieie e 1
1.1.1 Action/State Nominals .......ccccceeceeveeneeneenenneeneeneeneens 1
1.1.2 Semantic ambiguity: E and R nominals.........c...cc.c.c... 3
1.1.3 Result or referential nominals? ..........cccceeveeveiveincnnens 5
1.1.4 General qUESLIONS .......ccueevererieeeiieeiie et 7
1.2 Theoretical background..........cccooeereiiiiiiiiiiieieeceeeee e 8
1.2.1 Lexical meaning is not (only) a pragmatic matter ......... 8
1.2.2 Towards a lexical-semantic theory of word formation.... 10
1.3 Data and scope of the research ...........ccoccevvveieiieenieenieeniens 13
1.4 OULHNE ...ttt 15
2 Generative approaches to nominalization...........ccccceceereicricnnenee. 17
2.1 On the derivation of nominals ..........ccccceceeveenvcnicnicnicnenne. 18
2.1.1 Transformationalist vs. lexicalist debate...................... 18
2.1.1.1 Grimshaw’s analysis and diagnostics............. 21
2.1.1.2 Criticism of Grimshaw’s analysis................... 29
2.1.2 Neo-transformational approaches to nominalizations .....34
2.1.2.1 The VP analysis:

Borer’s account of nominalizations................ 35
2.1.2.2 Criticism of Borer’s accounts .........cc.cceeeeneee 41
2.1.3 Preliminary remarks and questions .........c.ccceceeeeueencnne 44
2.2 Lexical semantics and nominalizations ........c..cc.ccceveereennennee. 46
2.2.1 Bierwisch’s semantic templates ..........ccccceevveerceeenneenns 46
2.2.2 Dot-object nominals: Pustejovsky’s (1995)................. 51
2.2.2.1 Some notes on Pustejovsky’s account............ 56

2.2.3 Asher (1993): Argument-transforming vs.
argument-preserving nominals........ccoceeeeeveeneeneeneens 60

2.3 Concluding remarks and questions...........cccceeeveeerieerceernenne 65



3 Suffixes and co-INAEXAtION ......ueuvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 69

vi

3.1
3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

INtrOdUCHION ..o 69
Italian nominalizing suffixes:
formal and semantic properties ..........ccoceevveereeercieerneeeneeenns 70
3.2.1 Formal and stylistic preferences of selection............... 71
3.2.2 Semantic ambiguity and competition among suffixes..... 74
The theoretical framework ...........ccoccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 77
3.3.1 Lieber’s (2004) lexical semantic model....................... 78
3.3.2 Previous analysis:

Lieber and Baayen’s (1999) account...........cccceeveenneen. 83
E nominalizing SUffiXes........ccceevieeriieriieeiiieeieeiie e 88
3.4.1 Verbal Actionality: an issue of inheritance.................. 88

3.4.1.1 Situation tyPes.....ccceeeeeerveerieenieenieeseieeeneeenns 89

3.4.1.2 Actional properties of E nouns........................ 94
3.4.2 The semantic contribution

of E suffixes in Lieber’s model........c.cccccvvvivrennnnnn. 102
3.4.3 Simple event NOUNS ........cccveeriveeerieenieeriieeeeeeiee e 105
R nominalizing SUffiXes.........ccceevvieniieniiieniiecieeeee e 107
3.5.1 R nominals: a semantically heterogeneous class ....... 108

3.5.1.1 Product...cccceeeeeeeeciieiieeieee et 108

3.5.1.2 MEANS....cieiiieeiieeieeeiie ettt 111

3.5.1.3 Entity in State......ccceevevevieeniienieeeee e 112

3.5.1.4 Path and Measure.........cccoeevveevveerceeercneennnnnnn 116

3.5.1.5 Sense EXtensions........cccccceevveenueenieeersneennennn 120

3.5.1.6 SUMMATLY ....covviiiiiiieiieeieece et 130
3.5.2 The semantic contribution

of R suffixes in Lieber’s model............cccceevvrinnnnen. 133

3.5.2.1 The situational character of R suffixes......... 136

3.5.2.2 Polysemy in the simple

and complex 1eXicon .........cceeveeeriiernerenieene 140

3.5.3 More on the body of R nominals:

the Qualia Structure.........ccceeveveeeeeiee e, 146
CO-INAEXALION ..ottt 153
3.6.1 Co-indexation with E suffixes: the Event argument...... 156
3.6.2 Co-indexation with R suffixes:

beyond argument StruCtUIe .........eeevveereeerveenieerieeene 159
Concluding remarks..........ccoeeoeieciiniiiiieeeeeeeee e 164



4 Base verbs and semantic CONSIIAINTS............eeeveveeeeeeeeeeeieeereeeeenn.. 167

4.1 INtroduCtion .....coocereenienieniiiieeeeeee e 167
4.2 On the representation of verb semantics .........cc.cceeeevverneenn 168
4.2.1 Pustejovsky’s event Structure........ccoeereeneeneeneeneens 169
4.2.2 Rappaport Hovav and Levin: Templates and Roots .... 174
4.2.3 Telicity, incrementality and PATH nominals .............. 177
4.2.4 Interim SUMMATLY ......oevvreriieeiieeiieeieeeieeeseeeeeeenneees 183

4.3 Towards a PRODUCT-oriented verb classification ................ 184
4.3.1 Creation or result-object verbs..........ccceeeevervreeeeennnen. 186
4.3.1.1 Verbs of creation or the costruire class......... 187

4.3.2 Semantic constraints and Qualia Structure ................ 191
4.3.3 Creation verbs by representation and modification ..... 196
4.3.3.1 Creation by representation...........cc.ccceeueee.e. 196

4.3.3.2 Creation by modification ...........ccceecueerueennne. 203

4.3.4 SUMMATY ..eeieviieiiieriieesieeeieeeieeeiee e ebeeesaeeeeeeesaeeas 208
4.3.5 Appendix: Other non-prototypical creation verbs......211
4.3.5.1 Verbs of assembling and combining............. 211

4.3.5.2 Speech act verbs......ccccevevvveiieeniieeieeee 213

4.3.5.3 Mental action verbs......cc.ccoeeevieneencencnnenn 214

4.3.5.4 Verbs of emiSsSion .....c..cccceevveevieenieencenicennenn 216

4.3.5.5 Verbs of appearance..........ccccceeevveercveernnnenne 217

4.4 Non PRODUCT-I1VE VEIDS ...ccueevuiiniiiniiiniiiieeieeieeiecieeie e 218
4.4.1 ACHVILY VEIDS ..ooiuiieiiieiiieeiieeiee et 220
4.4.2 Directed motion verbs and PATH reading................... 224
4.4.3 Non PRODUCT-ive change of state verbs.................... 226
4.4.4 Consumption/destruction verbs.........cccecveervveneeennnen. 227
445 SUMMATY ..eoiiiiieriiieeiieenieeeieesieeeteeeeeeeseeesaeeeeeeesaeeas 230

4.5 State verbs and entity in state nominals ............cccceceernennne. 231
4.5.1 Verbs of propositional attitude...........ccccevrvererueennnen. 232
4.5.2 Verbs of existence and spatial configuration ............. 233
4.5.3 ENTITY IN STATE nominals and (non-)sentience........... 234

4.6 Concluding remarks..........ccceeveeiriireniieiie e 239
5 Verbal skeletons and co-indexation...........ccceeeveeveeercveeeieeeenneeenne. 241
5.1 INtroduCtion .....ccceeviiiiiriiiiiiiieeee e 241
5.2 The skeleton of Situations........cccceceeeveerviernirnennienneeeeeen 242
5.2.1 Situations in Lieber’s SyStem ..........cccecceeeveeerreerneene 242

vii



5.2.2 Implementing Lieber’s taxonomy:

D-Path arguments. .. ......ccceecveeriieniieeieeie e 249
5.2.3 ... and Event Co-identification ............ccceeeueercuerennen.. 252
5.2.4 The skeleton of situations in the present study .......... 256
5.3 Co-indexation: Towards a formal representation.................. 258
5.3.1 Co-indexation in E nominalizations.............c..ccc....... 260
5.3.2 Co-indexation in R nominalizations................ccc........ 267
5.3.2.1 PRODUCT interpretation ..........ccceeeeveerveennnennn 268
5.3.2.2 Path interpretation..........ccoeeeveevveerrieerceennnnnn 282
5.3.2.3 Entity in state interpretation............c..cce....... 286
5.3.2.4 MEANS and PSYCH STIMULUS
as ENTITIES IN STATE ....cocverieriiriinieneceienne 288
5.4 Concluding remarks.........cccoevoieriiiiiiiiieeeeceeeee e 296
6 CONCIUSION ...t 299
RETETENCES...ccuiiieiiieeiieeee et 303

viii



