
 



contents

Acknowledgments	 	 ix

Chapter 1.	 Themes and Theories, Personal and Academic	 1
Chapter 2.	 The Bad Old Days: The Pre–Civil Rights History	

of a Northern School District	 15
Chapter 3.	 “Mississippi West”: Oakland’s Civil Rights Movement	 27
Chapter 4.	 Civil Rights and State Takeovers: A Diverse Oakland School 

Board Defeats an Attempted State Takeover in 1988	 33
Chapter 5.	 Curriculum and Structures: Social Studies Textbooks,	

Tracking, and Other Issues	 51
Chapter 6.	 The Elusive Concept of “Qualified Teacher”: State and	

Federal Regulations Mandating a “Highly Qualified” 
Teaching Force Actually Create Problems	
for Urban Communities	 59

Chapter 7.	 Turning Lemons into Lemonade: The Partnership Program	 75
Chapter 8.	 “Are You Bilingual Like Me, Miss Johnson?”:	

Ebonics Revisited	 83
Chapter 9.	 The State Finally Takes over and then Backs Away	 89

Epstein_book.indd   7 30/11/11   9:54 AM



Chapter 10.	Making a Way out of No Way: The Struggle	
for Academic Quality	 95

Chapter 11.	Conclusions and Programs	 105

References	 	 	 117

Epstein_book.indd   8 30/11/11   9:54 AM


