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Propositions and Corollaries

Throughout, empirical propositions are in bold; corrolaries are not. Both
are in small caps. Normative propositions (in bold) and corollaries (not
bold) are italicized.

AN UNORGANIZED GROUP CANNOT OPTIMALLY SATISFY ITS SHARED OR

COLLECTIVE INTERESTS. page 27
a group can only get members to contribute to solve its

shared problems by providing incentives independent of the

public good. page 27
INDIVIDUALS DON’T HAVE AN INCENTIVE TO GIVE THEIR TRUE VALUATION

OF A PUBLIC GOOD. page 28
for groups of people to meet their shared needs over

time they must have the freedom to organize themselves politi-

cally. page 28
THE LARGER THE GROUP, THE FURTHER FROM OPTIMAL WILL BE THE

AMOUNT OF A PUBLIC GOOD WHICH AN UNORGANIZED GROUP WILL SUPPLY

ITSELF. page 29
THE FURTHER FROM OPTIMAL THE GROUP IS WITHOUT ORGANIZATION,

THE GREATER WOULD BE THE POTENTIAL PROFIT IN ORGANIZING THE GROUP

TO SATISFY THEIR COMMON INTERESTS OR TO SUPPLY THEM WITH PUBLIC

GOODS. page 29
politics is potentially more profitable for political leaders

in larger groups. page 29
political competition will be stiffer in larger groups. page 29
in most collective action problems there will be a breakeven

point, such that if more than the breakeven number of people can
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be organized to give, they will find it reasonable to give, even

though they had a dominant strategy to not give. page 31
political leaders can usually succeed in turning a collective

action dilemma into something of a collective success by organ-

izing just a subgroup of individuals. page 31
WHEN PEOPLE CARE ABOUT THE FUTURE PAYOFFS FROM INTERACTIONS

THAT ARE REPEATED, THERE IS SUBSTANTIALLY GREATER POTENTIAL FOR

COOPERATION IN PROBLEMS OF COLLECTIVE ACTION. page 37
people who are transitory members of groups (short timers)

are less likely to behave cooperatively to solve collective

action problems. page 37
sometimes political leaders can succeed by turning a collec-

tive action dilemma into an assurance game, and then by organ-

izing a sufficient subgroup, generating a bandwagon effect in

the group as a whole. page 44
effective political leaders engineer situations to expand the

range over which a contribution will make a difference. page 48
effective political leaders encourage individuals to believe

the probability that their contribution will make a big differ-

ence is high. page 48
INDIVIDUALS HAVE A DISCOUNTED INTEREST IN ACQUIRING INFORMATION

ABOUT POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND WILL, IN GENERAL, REMAIN RATIONALLY

IGNORANT REGARDING POLITICS. page 50
the wealthy will be better politically informed than the

poor. therefore, without mass organizations such as unions or

class-based parties, the poor, more often than the wealthy, will

misidentify their political interests. page 51
democracies are not likely to have much better foreign pol-

icies than non-democracies; the benefits from democracy will

mainly be in their improved domestic policies. page 51
political behavior by citizens (although not leaders) can be

expected to be substantially more amoral and irresponsible

than their economic and personal behavior. page 52
the greater the costs of acquiring information from compet-

ing sources, the larger will be the moral gap between political

and personal behavior. page 52
If common-pool resources that are vital to life are to be privatized,

then programs are required to ensure the less fortunate economic security
or access to these resources in times of shortages when prices are liable to
rise. page 55
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a small group of intensely motivated individuals is far more

likely to take action to achieve a shared goal than is a large

group of individuals who are each not very seriously affected

by the outcome. page 56
turnout will be higher in elections that appear to be closer

and where the stakes are larger. page 59
turnout will go down when voting becomes more inconven-

ient or more costly. page 59
WITH SINGLE-PEAKED PREFERENCES IN ONE DIMENSION, THE EQUILIBRIUM

OUTCOME OF A MAJORITY RULE, PAIRWISE VOTE WILL BE THE MOST

PREFERRED (OR IDEAL) POINT OF THE MEDIAN VOTER. page 68
with single-peaked preferences in one dimension, and pairwise

majority rule, the median voter’s most preferred (or ideal)

point will be the core. page 69
the alternative closer to the median will always win in pair-

wise majority rule. page 69
MAJORITY RULE, WHEN ALL VOTERS HAVE SINGLE-PEAKED PREFERENCES,

DELIVERS PARETIAN, OR OPTIMAL, RESULTS. page 70
in simple two-party elections, candidates will have a strong

tendency toadopt a positionnear thatof themedianvoter.page 71
in primaries there will be a tendency for the competitors to

adopt positions near the middle of the distribution of their

own party’s voters. given consistency and credibility require-

ments, there may be limited room to move away from that posi-

tion toward that of the median voter. page 71
IF THERE ARE ONLY TWO PARTIES IN AN ELECTION, AND BOTH TAKE AN

UNAMBIGUOUS STAND ABOUT THE ISSUES OF THE DAY, THE PARTIES MAY

EACH BE REPRESENTED BY A SINGLE POINT IN SOME LARGER

(MULTIDIMENSIONAL) SPACE. VOTERS CAN BE EXPECTED TO SUPPORT THE

PARTY WITH THE POSITION CLOSEST TO THEM. page 73
when there is a bicameral legislature and the distribution of

voters varies between the chambers of the legislature, then

which chamber decides first may determine whether the status

quo will prevail, as well as what can replace it. page 76
INTRODUCING CHECKS AND BALANCES RESTRICTS THE RESPONSIVENESS OF

THE SYSTEM TO THE NEEDS, WELFARE, AND PREFERENCES OF THE MEDIAN

VOTER. page 79
WHEN ISSUES ARE MULTIDIMENSIONAL, MAJORITY RULE CAN LEAD TO

RESULTS THAT ARE NOT PARETO OPTIMAL. page 83
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IN GENERAL, WITH SINGLE-PEAKED PREFERENCES IN MORE THAN ONE

DIMENSION THERE IS NO POINT THAT WILL BE IN EQUILIBRIUM WITH THE

USE OF MAJORITY RULE. page 84
in multidimensional situations and using majority rule, pref-

erences are likely to support voting cycles. page 85
in general, with single-peaked preferences in more than one

dimension and the use of majority rule, there is no point that

will be in the core: the core will be empty. page 85
WITH A SET OF ALTERNATIVES THAT ARE IN MORE THAN ONE DIMENSION,

MAJORITY RULE CAN LEAD A GROUP TO CHOOSE OUTCOMES THAT ARE

ANYWHERE IN THE ALTERNATIVE SPACE. page 86
WITH MAJORITY RULE, ANY SUBOPTIMAL OUTCOME IS LIKELY TO BE

REPLACED BY ONE THAT IS CLOSER TO THE PARETO SET AND, HENCE,
PREFERRED BY ALL. page 86

special majority rules can help stabilize gains that groups

can achieve in the making of binding decisions with democratic

rules. page 87
in general when the placement of “bads” are the subject of

collective decisions, placement will be far from the physical

location of the predominant cluster of voters. if there is no

such cluster, it will still be placed at or near the edge of the

possible space. page 89
DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES AMONG PROFESSIONAL POLITICIANS LEAD TO

OUTCOMES IN PREDICTABLE RANGES EVEN IF THEY CANNOT BE SPECIFIED

MORE EXACTLY. WITH WIDE LATITUDE OF ARRANGEMENTS THESE RANGES

TEND TO THE CENTER OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE VOTER’S IDEAL POINTS

AND CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE WITHIN THE UNCOVERED SET. page 92
WHEN WE FACE EXTERNALITIES, ONLY WHEN A PARETIAN BARGAIN IS IN

EQUILIBRIUM CAN WE EXPECT INDIVIDUAL RATIONAL BEHAVIORAL

OUTCOMES TO GENERATE OPTIMALITY. page 102
faced with externalities, governmental action is as likely to

be necessary to achieve good social outcomes as not. page 102
IN MOST PUBLIC GOOD SITUATIONS THE SUPPLIER IS A NATURAL

MONOPOLIST. page 103
competition among would-be suppliers of public goods is

about replacement rather than market share. page 103
The first requirement of any decent political system is to ensure political

succession not be contested in a manner that jeopardizes the welfare of the
general population. page 103
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NON-DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT BY SELF-INTERESTED RULERS CAN LEAD

TO A PROSPEROUS CITIZENRY. FOR CIVILIZATION TO THRIVE, DEMOCRACY IS

NOT NECESSARY BUT GOVERNMENT MUST HAVE AN INCENTIVE FOR THE

POPULATION TO THRIVE. page 104
INCREASED COSTS OF A NON-DEMOCRATIC RULER’S COALITION INCREASES

THE RULER’S RAPACIOUSNESS AND HURTS THE WELL-BEING OF THE CITIZENS.
page 105

the larger the democratic (majoritarian) coalition that

rules, the more their incentives will coincide with those of

the citizenry. page 105
BETTER OUTCOMES FOR BENEFICIARIES REQUIRE THAT THEIR INTERESTS

IMPACT THE REWARD STREAM OF AGENTS. page 108
INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN TO INCREASE COMMITMENT TO POLICY DECISIONS

IMPLIES A DECREASE IN POLITICAL RESPONSIVENESS. page 109
DEMOCRACY IS EASIER TO ACHIEVE FROM A POLITICAL STRUGGLE

INVOLVING REGIME CHANGE WHEN CAPITAL IS MOBILE AND THE SOCIETY IS

RELATIVELY EGALITARIAN. page 110
WHEN INDIVIDUALS HAVE RIGHTS AND WHEN THEIR BEHAVIOR IS OF

GREATER IMPORTANCE TO OTHERS THAN TO THEMSELVES, AND THEIR

PREFERENCES ARE IN CONFLICT, PARETO OPTIMALITY MAY BE SACRIFICED.
page 115

WHEN THE GOVERNMENTAL BOUNDARIES DON’T MATCH THE

BOUNDARIES OF THE BENEFIT GROUP FOR THE PUBLIC GOODS BEING

SUPPLIED, ONE CAN EXPECT A PARETO SUBOPTIMAL OUTCOME. page 118
ALLOWING SUBGROUPS OF BENEFICIARIES TO SET UP A LOCAL AUTHORITY TO

IMPROVE THE DELIVERY OF PUBLIC GOODS FOR THEMSELVESWILL USUALLY HAVE

REDISTRIBUTIVE CONSEQUENCES THAT CONFLICT WITH NOTIONS OF FAIRNESS.
page 119

COMPULSORY VOTING LEADS TO LESS POLARIZATION OF PLATFORMS. page
121

Compulsory voting leads to platforms that, as a set, better reflect the
values of the population as a whole. page 121

Any acceptable conception of social well-being requires that individu-
als’ welfare be comparable. page 129

No one, in general, is in a better position than the individual to gain
direct knowledge of what is good for herself based on observation, dis-
cussion, consultation, and inward reflection. page 132

In a democracy the social good is inextricably wound up with the well-
being of the citizenry. page 132
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Individual welfare is given an implicit moral status in democracies: it is
good. page 133

without interpersonal comparisons, we will be unable to do

more than seek pareto optimality when deciding what is better

for the group. page 137
WHERE EACH VOTER IS FREE TO PROPOSE NEW ALTERNATIVES, PURELY

DISTRIBUTIVE ISSUES CYCLE IF THE JUDGMENTS ARE BASED ON SIMPLE SELF-
INTEREST. page 142

EFFECTIVE VOTE-TRADING REQUIRES AN UNDERLYING CYCLIC

PREFERENCE PATTERN. page 142
POLITICAL OUTCOMES ARE NOT EXPLICABLE BY THE PREFERENCES OF THE

VOTERS AND THE VOTING RULES ALONE. RATHER EXPLANATION REQUIRES

CONSIDERATION OF THE STRATEGIES VOTERS CHOOSE, ALONG WITH THE

RULES OF THE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS THAT GOVERN THE AGENDA. page
142

the choice of voting rules will make a substantial difference

in the quality, responsiveness, and stability of the outcomes

that the group chooses. page 148
PEOPLE WANT A FLOOR OF SUPPORT SO ALL MAY BE ABLE TO MEET THEIR

BASIC NEEDS. page 157
democratic governments are in part legitimated by meeting

their custodial obligations to their citizens. page 158
Democratic governments have an obligation to ensure conditions are

met so the basic needs of their citizenry can be satisfied. page 158
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