


5 

Table of Contents 

Preface  .................................................................................................................. 9 
Introduction   ....................................................................................................... 11 

Methodology  ................................................................................................. 12 
Working Hypotheses  .................................................................................... 18 
Note on Sources  ............................................................................................ 19 
Structure of the Work  ................................................................................... 22 

Chapter I: Constructing and Interpretative Framework: Agrarian Reforms as An-
swers to the Problem of Backwardness  .............................................................. 25 

The Development of the “Rural Problem” during the Nineteenth Century .. 25 
Interwar Democracy and Communism Dictatorship in a Paradigm  
of Continuity .................................................................................................. 35 

Chapter II: Conceiving the Agricultural Policy: Party Programs, Legislation  
and Reforms ........................................................................................................ 45 

Agrarian Reforms and Agricultural Policy in the Political Platforms of  
the Main Parties ............................................................................................ 47 
The Legislative Dimension of Agricultural Policy....................................... 75 
Strategies of Transforming the Countryside ................................................. 90 

Chapter III: From Plans to Actions – the Role of the Administrative Structures 
in Policy Implementation .................................................................................. 111 

The Administrative Structures between 1919 and 1989 ............................. 111 
The Rural Administration at Work: the Implementation of Reforms  
in the Studied Area ..................................................................................... 130 
Administration and Local Elites in Bordei Verde: Modernization  
or Strengthening of Traditionalism? ........................................................... 144 

Chapter IV: Transformation of the Social Structures in the Studied Region ... 167 
Land between Individual and Collective Property ..................................... 167 
Transformation of Socio-economical Relations through Collectivisation . 186 
The Predatory State ..................................................................................... 198 

Chapter V:  European Accession and the Development of New Property  
Patterns .............................................................................................................. 217 

The Romanian Agricultural Policy from Decollectivization  
to EU Accession .......................................................................................... 219 



6 

The Bordei Verde Commune: the Long Road from Collective  
Farms to Private Property ........................................................................... 234 
Toward a New Concept of Land Property? ................................................ 243 

Conclusions ....................................................................................................... 265 
Sources and Bibliography ................................................................................. 269 




