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PREFACE

My object in writing this little book is to give a
brief survey of the trend of human migrations so
far as our imperfect knowledge permits, and I have
endeavoured to do this for various periods of human
history, even going as far back as the earliest dif-
fusions that can be predicated. It has not been
easy to compress into so small a space the account
of the various migrations, indeed little more could
be done than merely indicate without describing the
movements, their causes and effects. Much in-
teresting information has thus had to be whittled
down to & bare statement. I have introduced dates
when possible, but in many cases these are only
approximate, and it sometimes happens, as in
Egyptian chronology, that the system of dating of
one authority differs widely from that of another.
This is the first time, I believe, that this task has been
attempted, and consequently many errors may
have crept in. The study of human migrations
emphasises the fact that ethnology and history can
be satisfactorily elucidated only from the geo-
graphical standpoint.
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vi THE WANDERINGS OF PEOPLES

The bibliographies do not profess to be exhaustive,
but a sufficient number of references have been given
to enable the reader to check most of the statements
made. The numbers in thick type refer to authors
mentioned at the end of each section, those of the
pages being printed in light type.

It has been thought desirable to provide the
reader with maps showing the more important
migrations. Owing to the small size of the page
these movements could be only approximately re-
presented as regards direction, and chronology has
had to be entirely left out of account, except in
so far as prehistoric migrations in some instances
have been indicated by dotted lines. A number
of historic movements, particularly in the case
of Folk-wanderings of central Europe, have had
to be omitted for the sake of clearness.

In conclusion, my thanks are due to Mr E. C.
Quiggin, and especially to Mr H. M. Chadwick, for
their advice in respect to the section on Europe, and
I must also acknowledge the great assistance which
I have received from Miss Lilian Whitehouse in the
compilation of this book, and in the construction
of the maps.

A. C. HADDON

24th May 191L
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