Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944

A pioneering study of the impact of the famine that occurred in Greece
during its occupation by German, Italian and Bulgarian forces in 1941
and 1942. Violetta Hionidou examines the courses and politics of this
food crisis, focusing on the demography of the famine and the effective-
ness of the relief operations. Her interdisciplinary approach combines
demographic, historical and anthropological methodologies to offer a
comprehensive account of the famine. This book is the first to explore the
International Red Cross Committee archives relating to this famine
which offer new insights into the politics and practice of the relief ope-
rations. Dr Hionidou argues that food was used as a propaganda instru-
ment by almost all of those involved, including the British and Greek
governments as well as the occupying forces. This important study makes
a major contribution to current debates about mortality and its causes
during famines.

VIOLETTA HIONIDOU is Lecturer in Modern History at the University of
Newcastle upon Tyne. She has taught at Southampton, Crete and the
Tonian Universities. She has published widely on the demographic and
social history of modern Greece.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Studies in Population, Economy and Society
in Past Time 42

Series Editors

RICHARD SMITH
Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social Structure

JAN DE VRIES
University of California at Berkeley

PAUL JOHNSON
London School of Economics and Political Science

KEITH WRIGHTSON
Yale University

Recent work in social, economic and demographic history has revealed much that

was previously obscure about societal stability and change in the past.

It has also

suggested that crossing the conventional boundaries between these branches of

history can be very rewarding.

This series exemplifies the value of interdisciplinary work of this kind, and
includes books on topics such as family, kinship and neighbourhood; welfare
provision and social control; work and leisure; migration; urban growth; and
legal structures and procedures, as well as more familiar matters. It demonstrates
that, for example, anthropology and economics have become as close intellectual

neighbours to history as have political philosophy or biography.

For a full list of titles in the series, please see end of book.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Famine and Death in Occupied
Greece, 1941-1944

Violetta Hionidou

University of Newcastle upon Tyne

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sio Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press,
New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521829328

© Violetta Hionidou 2006

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN-13 978-0-521-82932-8 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-82932-1 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLSs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this book,
and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

To my cheeky monkey Ilia and my little pumpkin Yuri

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press
0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter
More information
Contents

List of illustrations page Vviii
List of figures ix
List of tables Xi
Acknowledgements Xiii
List of abbreviations XVi
Prologue 1

1 Contexts 8
2 The chronology and geography of the food crisis, 1941-1944 32
3 Central government and administration 49
4 Requisitioning of foodstuffs 57
5 Agricultural production 68
6 Economy and markets in occupied Greece 82
7 Welfare and relief 109
8 Population movement during the occupation 148
9 Short-term effects on mortality and fertility 158
10 Causes of famine mortality 190
11 Death and survival by occupation 220
Epilogue 235
Bibliography 240
Index 257

vil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Ilustrations

1 Soldier, dead from starvation. Reproduced by kind

permission of the ICRC page 12
2 Malnourished child dressed in rags, 1941. Reproduced

by kind permission of the Photographic Archive of

Benaki Museum 15
3 Mass grave, winter 1941-1942. Reproduced by kind
permission of the ICRC 28
4 Moving a dying person, winter 1941-1942. Reproduced by
kind permission of the ICRC 29
5 Woman searching for food in the garbage. Reproduced by
kind permission of the ICRC 35
6 Soup kitchen, 1940. Reproduced by kind permission of the
Photographic Archive of Benaki Museum 112
7 Soup kitchen, 1943. Reproduced by kind permission of the
Photographic Archive of Benaki Museum 123
8 Couple leaving the Red Cross premises to be hospitalised
urgently. Reproduced by kind permission of the ICRC 194
9 Undernourished people, Hios hospital, Hios, 27 June 1942.
Reproduced by kind permission of the ICRC 195
10 Children begging for food. Reproduced by kind permission
of the ICRC 195
11 Famished woman, winter 1941-1942. Reproduced by kind
permission of the ICRC 197
12 Mortuary, winter 1941-1942. Reproduced by kind
permission of the ICRC 198
13 Corpses, winter 1941-1942. Reproduced by kind permission
of the ICRC 198
14 People searching for food in the garbage. Reproduced by
kind permission of the ICRC 218

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press
0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter
More information
Figures

1.1  Map of Greece page 22
2.1 Deaths and births in urban communities, 1940-1944 36
6.1 Indices of cost of living, currency circulation and price

of sovereign, Athens 1941-1944 93
9.1a Monthly number of deaths on Syros, in the Hios towns

and on Mykonos, 1939-1945 161
9.1b Monthly number of deaths on Syros and in Thessalonike,

Athens/Piraeus and 27 major towns, 1939-1945 162
9.2 Monthly percentage of male deaths on Syros, in the Hios

towns and on Mykonos 167
9.3a Ratio of male to female deaths by age group, Hios towns 168
9.3b Ratio of male to female deaths by age group, Syros 168
9.3c Ratio of male to female deaths by age group, Mykonos 169
9.4a Age-specific ratio of annualised famine deaths (October

1941 to January 1943) to the average number of deaths

in 1936-1939, Hios towns 171
9.4b Age-specific ratio of annualised famine deaths (August

1941 to December 1942) to the average number of deaths

in 1936-1939, Syros 171
9.4c Age-specific ratio of annualised famine deaths (December

1941 to May 1942) to the average number of deaths in

1936-1939, Mykonos 172
9.5a Monthly number of deaths and births in the two towns

of Hios, 1939-1945 180
9.5b Monthly number of deaths and births on Syros,

1939-1945 180
9.5c Monthly number of deaths and births on Mykonos,

1939-1945 181
9.5d Monthly number of deaths and births in Athens and

Piraeus, 19401944 181
9.5¢ Monthly number of deaths and births in Thessalonike,

1940-1944 182

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

X List of figures

9.5f Monthly number of deaths and births in 27 major towns
(excluding Athens/Piraeus and Thessalonike), 1940-1944 182
9.6a Monthly number of deaths and two-month moving average

of conceptions in two Towns of Hios, 1939—1945 183
9.6b Monthly number of deaths and two-month moving average
of conceptions on Syros, 1939—-1945 183
9.6c Monthly number of deaths and two-month moving average
of conceptions on Mykonos, 1939-1945 184
10.1 A model of the interaction between famine and mortality
increase 191
10.2 Key elements determining the course of a famine 213

10.3 A model of the interaction between food scarcity
and epidemic outbreaks in historical and less
developed populations 216

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press
0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Tables

2.1

5.1

7.1

7.2

8.1

9.1

9.2

9.3

94

9.5

9.6

10.1
10.2

10.3

Prices of foodstuffs and household essentials in drachmas
per oke (1,280 grams), occupied Athens

Cultivated land, agricultural production and

productivity on Hios, 1936-8 and 1941

Expansion of soup kitchens in Athens and Piracus,
September 1941 to September 1942

Relief-providing countries and monetary value of relief
provided in US dollars, August 1942-March 1944
Estimates of the famine refugees fleeing Hios town 1941-2
Life expectancy at birth, crude death rate and ratio of
famine to pre-famine crude death rate on Syros, Hios,
Mykonos and in Athens/Piracus

Baseline monthly number of deaths in ‘normal’ times,
famine period and length of the famine in five Greek
localities

Ratio of famine to pre-famine crude death rate by sex,
percentage of male deaths during the famine and
percentage of male deaths in the first eight months

of maximum mortality. Syros, Hios, Mykonos and
Athens/Piraeus

Ratio of male to female deaths during the Greek famine
of 1941-3

Crude birth rate in the Hios towns, on Syros and Mykonos,
and in Athens/Piraeus and ratio of famine to pre-famine
crude birth rate

Occupational distribution of fathers of registered births
prior to, during and after the famine, Syros

Cause-specific death rates per 100,000 population, 193740
Cause-specific death rates per 100,000 population during
the famine

Cause-specific percentage distribution of excess deaths
during the famine in comparison with 1937—40 (annualised)

page 41

70

125

136

155

159

160

166

170

179

189
206

207

209

xi

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Xil List of tables

10.4 Cause-specific percentage distribution of excess deaths
during the famine in comparison with 1937-1940
(annualised), classified by sex

10.5 Cause-specific percentage distribution of excess deaths
after the famine in comparison with 1937-1940
(annualised)

11.1 Class and occupational classification of the inter-war
Greek population

11.2 Percentage distribution of occupations from the 1928
census and the 19361940 death registers, selected
occupations only. Syros prefecture (Syros and
Mykonos islands) and Hios towns

11.3 Changes in the distribution of deaths of males by
occupation during and after the famine in comparison to
the distribution of deaths in 1936—-1940 (the 1936-1940
values are used as base values of 100), Hios towns

11.4 Changes in the distribution of deaths of males by
occupation during and after the famine in comparison to
the distribution of deaths in 1936—-1940 (the 1936-1940
values are used as base values of 100), Syros

11.5 Changes in the distribution of deaths of males by
occupation during and after the famine in comparison to
the distribution of deaths in 1936-1940 (the 1936-1940
values are used as base values of 100), Mykonos

210

211

221

222

225

226

227

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

I am deeply indebted to the many archivists and librarians who have
helped me research this book. On Syros Aggelike Psilopoulou and Taina
Hietala welcomed me, endured the intensity of my searches and the
plethora of my questions; Hara in the library was equally patient and
helpful. On Hios, Aristoula Koufopantele went well beyond her obliga-
tions as librarian at Koraes library, coming up with references, smoothing
my way to the archives of Hios and those of the Hospital, locating
potential informants and offering me loukoumades on dull Hian mornings.
Maria Monioude, though a newcomer to the library at the time, was a gem
of a librarian in the making. Eirene Fragkou at the Municipal Office of
Hios generously shared her space there with me for a couple of months,
taught me a lot about civil registration and also brought me in touch with
left-leaning informants. Though it started as a professional encounter, all
the above became dear friends who opened up their houses and their
hearts. For both I thank them very much.

I am also indebted to the archivists in Thessalonike, Benaki museum in
Athens, the General State Archives in Athens, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Archives in Athens and those in the Ministére des Affaires
Etrangéres, Archives Diplomatiques, Nantes, France for sending through
the post a copy of Rigouzzo’s diary. Special thanks go to Fabrizio Bensi in
the archives of the International Red Cross Committee in Geneva. He was
extremely helpful from the first moment I enquired about the possibility of
access to the ICRC archives, which are very important for Occupied Greece.
He offered his expert advice and helped me to select material from the
enormous number of records available there relating to Occupied Greece.
Iwould like to thank Professor John Campbell, St Antony’s College, Oxford,
for allowing me access to the H. Simopoulos collection and Jennifer Law for
her time and patience. Also D. Melahrinoudes for bringing to my attention
the manuscript diary of Georgios Kokkodes, of Kallimasia, Hios.

On all three islands — Hios, Syros and Mykonos — the municipal and
community employees allowed me to ‘invade’ their working space and to
bombard them with endless questions, which they were always happy

Xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Xiv Acknowledgements

to answer. To those people, who have no obligation to accommodate
researchers, [ am enormously grateful.

Elizabeth Stamp of the Oxfam Archives has been very helpful indeed.
Maggie Black was extremely helpful and very enthusiastic in the early days
of the project, even suggesting potential informants on Hios, where she
spent some of her holidays. Special thanks go to my numerous elderly
informants who were willing to discuss their private lives with me, to open
long-forgotten wounds and to allow me to record and utilise their mem-
ories in the writing of this book. I have to admit that these discussions
proved the most fascinating, informative and pleasant part of the whole
project. I am also extremely grateful to Fani Poimenides for meticulously
transcribing the interviews.

Great gratitude is due to Bob Woods for his enthusiasm that came with
the realisation that a famine had occurred on Mykonos when I first
returned from my PhD field trip there. Bernard Harris’s continuous gui-
dance and support while I was a post-doctoral fellow in Southampton
under his sponsorship is immensely appreciated. Andy Hinde’s support is
also gratefully acknowledged. Eilidh Garrett, Simon Szreter, Richard
Smith and Cormac O Grada encouraged me at various stages in publishing
the findings of the project as a monograph. Special thanks go to Cormac ¢
Grada for the great interest he has shown in my famine work, for inviting
me to the two conferences he organised in Les Treilles and for his continual
encouragement.

This book would have never been written without the generous financial
help of the Wellcome Trust for the History of Medicine, which funded a
three-year post-doctoral fellowship held at Southampton University,
Department of Sociology and Social Policy (no. 056211). Earlier funding
from the European Union should also be acknowledged, since some of the
preliminary research for the book was carried out while I held a post-
doctoral fellowship at Liverpool University, Department of Geography
(Human Capital and Mobility caB1cT930867). The European Social
Science Foundation funded my journey to Les Treilles in 2002. My parti-
cipation in two conferences on famines in Les Treilles proved unforget-
table, not only because of the opportunity to meet some of the most
important academics researching famines but also because of the wonder-
ful hospitality of Les Treilles.

I'would like to thank my dear friends Eva Panagiotakopulu and Maribel
Rios for their friendship and support, Margery for being the generous
person she is and Helen Cartwright for very kindly undertaking the thank-
less task of editing the text. All mistakes remain mine.

Part of chapter 6 is based on an article published in Food & Foodways.
Similarly, parts of chapter 9 were published in an edited volume on Famine

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements XV

Demography. Perspectives from the Past and Present, edited by T. Dyson
and C. O Grada. Chapter 10 is based on an article published in Population
Studies (http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals). In all three cases the generous
permission of the editors to reproduce parts of these articles is gratefully
acknowledged. The permissions granted by the International Red Cross
Committee and by the Photographic Archive of the Benaki Museum to use
a number of their photographs are gratefully acknowledged.

My greatest debt is to Ilia and Yuri for enduring the preparation of the
book. I dedicate this book to both me agape.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press
0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter
More information
List of abbreviations
AA Ministry of Provisioning, General State Archives, Athens
AAT Tsouderos Archive, General State Archives, Athens
AC General State Archives, Cyclades, Hermoupolis
ACI General State Archives, Cyclades, Hermoupolis, Italian
archive
AH General State Archives, Hios
AT General State Archives, Thessalonike
ATE Agrotike Trapeza Ellados (Agricultural Bank of Greece)

AUEM Autonome Uperesia Episitismou Makedonias
(Autonomous Provisioning Service of Macedonia)

AMFA Archives of Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Athens

ARGA Argenti archive, in Koraes library, Hios

DEASA Deas Archive, Benaki Museum, Historical Archive, Athens

EA Ethnike Alluleggue (National Solidarity)

EAM Ethniko Apeleutherotiko Metopo (National Liberation
Front)

EDES Ethnikos Demokratikos Ellenikos Sundesmos (National
Democratic Greek League)

ELAS Ethnikos Laikos Apeleutherotikos Stratos (People’s
Liberation Army)

EOHA Ethnikos Organismos Hristianikes Alluleggues (National

Organisation of Christian Solidarity)

ETOTA Society for “The Support of the Family of the Fighter’,
founded by the Greek Orthodox Church

FO Foreign Office files, Public Record Office, Kew, London

GAK General State Archives

GDEOA Genike Dieuthunse Episitistikon kai Oikonomikon
Anagkon (General Directorate of Provisioning and
Financial Requirements)

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

XVi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521829321 - Famine and Death in Occupied Greece, 1941-1944
Violetta Hionidou

Frontmatter

More information

List of abbreviations Xvil

ICRCA International Committee of the Red Cross Archives, Geneva

KEPES State cereal company, responsible for the purchase of cereals
from the producers

KES Kentrike Epitrope Sussition (Central Committee of the Soup
Kitchens)

KKE Kommounistiko Komma Ellados (Communist Party of
Greece)

MAE Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres, Archives Diplomatiques,
Nantes

NES Nomarhiake Epitrope Sussution (District Committee of the
Soup Kitchens)

THEA M. Theotokas archive, in Koraes library, Hios

UNRRA United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration

WO War Office files, Public Record Office, Kew, London

It should be noted that modern transliterations of Greek names are used in
preference to ‘traditional’ ones: thus Hios, Lesvos not Chios, Lesbos.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




