
South Asian History
This series focuses on South Asia during the colonial period. It includes 
contemporary accounts of European trade and settlement there, from the 
arrival of the East India companies to the full-blown colonial administration 
of the Victorian period, as well as works describing the earlier history of the 
region for the benefit of European readers.

Life of John Wilson
John Wilson (1804–1875) was a Christian missionary and philanthropist. 
He spent most of his working life in India, where he built churches and 
schools, and founded the institutions now known as Wilson College and the 
University of Mumbai. First published in 1878, this biography was compiled 
by George Smith (1833–1919), at the request of Wilson’s son. As former 
editor of the Calcutta Review, Smith was an expert on Wilson’s career, and 
having met him on his own travels to India, held him and his work in high 
esteem. The book traces Wilson’s life from his childhood to his final days. 
It reveals his patient mediation between native Indians and their rulers, his 
groundbreaking and lasting influence on their lives, and his pivotal role in 
the British government’s efforts to help India and its neighbouring countries. 
It remains of great interest to scholars of religious and Asian studies.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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