Cambridge University Press

0521832020 - Architects of Political Change: Constitutional Quandaries and Social Choice
Theory

Norman Schofield

Table of Contents

More information
Contents

List of Tables and Figures page xi
Preface xiii
1 Constitutional Quandaries and Social Choice 1
1.1 Introduction 1
1.2 Balancing Risk and Chaos 3
1.3 Preferences and Judgments 11
1.4 The “Institutional Narrative” of the Book 17
2 Power and Social Choice 23
2.1 Introduction 23
2.2 The World Today 24
2.3 Democratic Dilemmas 30
2.4 The Logic of Empire 34
2.5 Social Choice Theory: Autocracy and Risk 44
2.6 Social Choice in Britain: 1625-1776 49
2.7 The Agrarian Empire in North America 58
2.8 The End of Empire in Britain 64
2.9 Concluding Remarks 68
3 Franklin and the War of Independence 71
3.1 Introduction 71
3.2 The Quandary of the Declaration of Independence 73
3.3 The Decision to Declare Independence 8o
3.4 Appendixes 85
3.4.1 The Quebec Act, October 7, 1774 85

3.4.2 Declaration and Resolves of the First
Continental Congress, October 14, 1774 90
3.4.3 Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 94

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521832020 - Architects of Political Change: Constitutional Quandaries and Social Choice
Theory

Norman Schofield

Table of Contents

More information
Contents

4 Madison, Jefferson, and Condorcet 98
4.1 The Ratification of the Constitution 98

4.2 The Conlflict over Union and Confederation 100

4.3 Social Choice and Constitutional Theory 113

4.4 Land and Capital in North America, 1756-1800 117

4.5 The Influence of Condorcet on Madison and Jefferson 120

4.6 Origins of the Two-Party System in the 1790s 125

4.7 Concluding Remarks 128

4.8 Appendix 132

4.8.1  Speech by Benjamin Franklin to the
Constitutional Convention on

September 17, 1787 132

5 Lincoln and the Civil War 135
5.1 Introduction 135

5.2 The Intersectional Party Balance 136

5.3 Dred Scott and the Supreme Court, 1857 146

5.4 The Illinois Election of 1858 149

5.5 Lincoln in New York and New Haven 155

5.6 The Presidential Election of 1860 158

5.7 Concluding Remarks 163

6 Johnson and the Critical Realignment of 1964 166
6.1 Introduction 166

6.2 Partisan Realignments from 1896 to 2000 167

6.3 Party Competition in Two Dimensions 170

6.4 Equilibrium in Candidate Competition 174

6.5 Party Activist Equilibrium 176

6.6 A Joint Model of Activists and Candidates 178

6.7 Third Parties 182

6.8 Summary of the Model 183

6.9 Partisan Strategies 185
6.10 Choices, Credible Commitment, and Path Dependence 194
6.11 Concluding Remarks 195

7  Keynes and the Atlantic Constitution 200
7.1 Introduction 200

7.2 Ordering the Political Economy 201

7.3 Prophets of Chaos 207

7.4 Political and Economic Beliefs in the Constitution 212

7.5 The Collapse of Hegemony in the 1970s 217

7.6 Keynes and the Quandary of the 1930s 223

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




Cambridge University Press

0521832020 - Architects of Political Change: Constitutional Quandaries and Social Choice
Theory

Norman Schofield

Table of Contents

More information
Contents

7.7 The Constitutional Quandary of 1944 229

7.8 Architects of Change, 1944-1948 233

7.9 Concluding Remarks 240

8 DPreferences and Beliefs 243
8.1 Introduction 243

8.2 Hobbesian and Lockean Views of Society 249

8.3 Condorcet and Social Truth 252

8.4 Scientific Truth 256

8.5 Core Beliefs and the Heart 260

8.6 Modelling Beliefs 263

8.7 Modelling Elections 266

8.8 A Formal Model of Elections 268

8.9 Appendix: Condorcet’s Jury Theorem 273

9 Political Change 276
Bibliography 281
Index 309

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org




