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Books of enduring scholarly value

Art and Architecture

From the middle of the eighteenth century, with the growth of travel at
home and abroad and the increase in leisure for the wealthier classes, the
arts became the subject of more widespread appreciation and discussion.
The rapid expansion of book and periodical publishing in this area both
reflected and encouraged interest in art and art history among the wider
reading public. This series throws light on the development of visual culture
and aesthetics. It covers topics from the Grand Tour to the great exhibitions
of the nineteenth century, and includes art criticism and biography.

My Autobiography and Reminiscences

The celebrated Victorian narrative painter William Powell Frith (1819-1909)
was a born raconteur. His two-volume autobiography of 1887 ran to three
editions in the same year. The third edition is reissued here, together with
its supplementary volume of 1888. Frith was an ideal commentator on his
age. He never lost his early interest in literary and historical subjects, and
moved in the highest artistic and literary circles. Yet he also saw himself as a
man of the people. His most famous works were his ‘modern-life’ panoramas,
Ramsgate Sands (1854), Derby Day (1858) and The Railway Station (1862).
Discussing such projects, he reflects on everything from costume to
portraiture, art dealers to female artists, and even picture frames. Volume 1
covers his childhood, training, friendships with Dickens and others, and
the phenomenal success of his first crowd scenes, up to and including

The Marriage of the Prince of Wales (1865).
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1887
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-05181-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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FAINTED BY HIMSELF IN 1838

Liondon Hichard Bentley & Son. IRET
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MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY

AND REMINISCENCES.

BY

W. P. FRITH, R.A,

CHEVALIER QF THE LEGLON OF HONOUR AND OF THE ORDER OF LEOF{LD: MEMBER OF
THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF BELGIUM, AND OF THE ACADEMIES OF STOCKHOLM,
VIENNA, AND ANTWERP.

" The pencil spraks the tongue of every land.”
DRYDEN.

Thivy Ehition.

IN TWO VOLUMES.
VOL. L

LONDON ;
RICHARD BENTLEY AND SON,
Publishers in Ordinarp to Hev Mujestp the Queen.
1887.
[42 Rights Reserped.]

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051811
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05181-1 - My Autobiography and Reminiscences: Volume 1
William Powell Frith

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051811
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05181-1 - My Autobiography and Reminiscences: Volume 1
William Powell Frith

Frontmatter

More information

Jo
MY WIFE,

IN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF HER CONSTANT SYMPATHY
AND EVER-READY HELP,
X Bedicate
THESE REMINISCENCES,
TO THE WRITING OF WHICH I HAVE BEEN STIMULATED
LY HER EELIEF THAT THEY WILL BE

OF INTEREST TO THE GENERAL READER.
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