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PREFACE

—— O OO

IF ANY PREFACE to this book be needed, it should perhaps
take the form of an ample apology for the time which has
clapsed between its original announcement and its publica-
tion. During that interval, and in such leisure as more
urgent duties left at my disposal, I gradually realised the
difficulties of the task which I had undertaken.

It has been said of contemporary history that its events
are less easy to ascertain with accuracy than those of past
time. For my own part, and in reference to this work, I can
testify to the fact that much information which I imagined
might be obtained for the asking has cost me more trouble
to procure than that which required literary research.

As it 1s, I fear that the following pages will be found
deficient in many details, the omission of which I regret,
not because 1t affécts in any material degree the thread
of my narrative, but because in describing works of equal
merit or importance I had hoped to bestow an equal atten-
tion on each, and this, in the absence of necessary particulars

respecting some of them, has not always been possible.
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If T have not ventured to dwell at any length on the
present prospects of the Revival, or attempted to enter
into details respecting the application of Medizval design
to the specific requirements of domestic and ecclesiastical
architecture, it is from a conviction that I could add little
or nothing to what has been already said on these points.
Mr. G. G. Scott’s  Remarks on Secular and Domestic Archi-
tecture,’ and Mr. Beresford-Hope’s English Cathedral of
the Nineteenth Century,” are works so exhaustive in their
nature, and so practical in their aim, that they leave scarcely
a plea to urge or a suggestion to advance in the interest of
modern Gothic.

My own object, as will be seen, 1s of a different kind.

For some years past it has seemed to me that the causes
which brought about, and the events which attended, one of
the most remarkable revolutions in national art that this
country has scen were worthy of some record, if only to serve
as a link between the past and future history of English
Architecture.  In attempting to supply this record, it was
my intention from the first to chronicle facts rather than
offer criticisms, and where I have departed from this rule
it has been for the most part in the case of works which
illustrate some marked change in the progress of the Revival.

I felt, as my book advanced, that technical descriptions
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Preface. vil

of even noteworthy buildings would, if frequently repeated,
become tedious to the unprofessional reader. For this reason
I have in the majority of instances confined such descriptions
to the T'abulated List appended to this volume, in which will
be found a selection from the most remarkable structures of a
Medizval character erected by various architects during the
last fifty years, chronologically arranged.

In the choice -of these examples I have been guided by
various considerations ; the date of a building, its local influ-
ence on public taste, or the novel character of its design
frequently rendering it, in relation to my purpose, an object
of greater interest than many others of more intrinsic import-
ance. 'This explanation will, 1 trust, be sufficient to account
for the absence of many works of acknowledged excellence
from my List, which, as it is, has reached a length far beyond
what I had anticipated when I began to compile it.

Little or no mention has been made of ¢ Restorations '—
partly becausc it would have been difficult to draw a definite
line between those which have been a simple repair of old
buildings, and others which have required archazological skill
in execution, but chiefly because in either case such works
cannot be said to represent, except indirectly, the genuine
progress of modern architecture.

The large proportion of engravings which illustrate build-
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viil Preface.

ings erected between 1860 and 1870 as compared with those
of former years has prevented their even distribution over the
volume. 'This is hardly satisfactory, but it will probably be
considered a less evil than the only possible alternative, viz.
their separation from the text to which they relate. I may
here observe that the size of these woodcuts does not permit
them, though very fairly executed, to convey more than a
general idea of the designs represented, and that, like photo-
graphic portraits, they never flatter the original. If my readers
will kindly remember this, I make no doubt that the architects
concerned will be equally indulgent.

To the Editor of the ‘Building News’ I am indebted for
permission to incorporate with this volume a small portion of
its contents, which originally appeared in that journal. To
many friends, who have kindly helped me with information
and suggestions, my best acknowledgments are due for their

assistance and advice.

CHArRLEs L. EAsTLAKE.

6 Urpper BerxeLey STrEET WEST,

Hype Park, W,
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Errata.

Page 102, line 22, for mezzo-relievo read mezzo-rilievo.
» 191, ,, 26, for had read had been.
» 243, 5 4 for latter read former.
s> 270, 5 7, for has read have,
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Church of St. Audrew, Plaistow, Esscx.
Sames Brooks, Architect, 1867.
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