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Spiritualism and Esoteric Knowledge

Magic, superstition, the occult sciences and esoteric knowledge appear
regularly in the history of ideas alongside more established academic
disciplines such as philosophy, natural history and theology. Particularly
fascinating are periods of rapid scientific advances such as the Renaissance
or the nineteenth century which also see a burgeoning of interest in the
paranormal among the educated elite. This series provides primary texts
and secondary sources for social historians and cultural anthropologists
working in these areas, and all who wish for a wider understanding of the
diverse intellectual and spiritual movements that formed a backdrop to
the academic and political achievements of their day. It ranges from works
on Babylonian and Jewish magic in the ancient world, through studies of
sixteenth-century topics such as Cornelius Agrippa and the rapid spread
of Rosicrucianism, to nineteenth-century publications by Sir Walter Scott
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Subjects include astrology, mesmerism,
spiritualism, theosophy, clairvoyance, and ghost-seeing, as described both
by their adherents and by sceptics.

Isis Unveiled

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831-91), writer, traveller and spiritualist,

is well known for her role in nineteenth-century theosophy. Born in the
Ukraine, Blavatsky travelled extensively and claimed to have spent seven
years studying esoteric mysteries in Tibet. From 1863 she began working
as a medium and later counted W.B. Yeats among her followers. In 1875
she founded the Theosophical Society with Henry Steel Olcott. Influenced
by Eastern philosophy and the Templars, Freemasons and Rosicrucians,
the Society aimed to unravel the occult mysteries of nature. First published
in 1877, this book outlines theosophy’s precepts. The book is a mishmash
of Hermetic philosophy, Christian history and Asian theology, and was
allegedly dictated astrally from authorities including Plato, Solomon and
Roger Bacon. Volume 2 questions the ‘infallibility of religion’ Blavatsky
attacks the Church’s authority on spirituality and outlines its historic crimes.
The book also explores the influence of Eastern philosophy on Christianity.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE TO PART II.

‘ ” TERE it possible, we would keep this work out of the hands of

many Christians whom its perusal would not benefit, and for
whom it was not written. We allude to those whose faith in their respec-
tive churches is pure and sincere, and those whose sinless lives reflect the
glorious example of that Prophet of Nazareth, by whose mouth the spirit
of truth spake loudly to humanity. Such there have been at all times.
History preserves the names of many as heroes, philosophers, philan-
thropists, martyrs, and holy men and women ; but how many more have
lived and died, unknown but to their intimate acquaintance, unblessed
but by their humble beneficiaries! These have ennobled Christianity,
but would have shed the same lustre upon any other faith they might have
professed—for they were higher than their creed. The benevolence of
Peter Cooper and Elizabeth Thompson, of America, who are not ortho-
dox Christians, is no less Christ-like than that of the Baroness Angela
Burdett-Coutts, of England, who is one. And yet, in comparison with
the millions who have been accounted Christians, such have always
formed a small minority. They are to be found at this day, in pul-
pit and pew, in palace and cottage; but the increasing materialism,
worldliness and hypocrisy are fast diminishing their proportionate num-
ber. Their charity, and simple, child-like faith in the infallibility of their

Bible, their dogmas, and their clergy, bring into full activity all the virtues
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iv PREFACE TO PART II.

that are implanted in our common nature. We have personally known
such God-fearing priests and clergymen, and we have always avoided
debate with them, lest we might be guilty of the cruelty of hurting their
feelings ; nor would we rob a single layman of his blind confidence, if it

alone made possible for him holy living and serene dying.

An analysis of religious beliefs in general, this volume is in particu-
lar directed against theological Christianity, the chief opponent of free
thought. It contains not one word against the pure teachings of Jesus,
but unsparingly denounces their debasement into pernicious ecclesiasti-
cal systems that are ruinous to man's faith in his immortality and his

God, and subversive of all moral restraint.

We cast our gauntlet at the dogmatic theologians who would enslave
both history and science ; and especially at the Vatican, whose despotic
pretensions have become hateful to the greater portion of enlightened
Christendom. The clergy apart, none but the logician, the investigator,
the dauntless explorer should meddle with books like this. Such delv-

ers after truth have the courage of their opinions.
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