
European History
This series includes accounts of historical events and movements by eye-
witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies that assembled 
significant source materials or developed new historiographical methods.  
It covers the social and political history of continental Europe from the 
Renaissance to the end of the nineteenth century, and its broad range includes 
works on Russia and the Balkans, revolutionary France, the papacy and the 
inquisition, and the Venetian state archives.

Bartolus of Sassoferrato
Cecil Nathan Sidney Woolf (1887–1917), Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
was killed in the First World War. In this prize-winning book, published 
in 1913, Woolf examines the way in which the medieval jurist Bartolus of 
Sassoferrato (1314–57) interprets the Roman Law to make it relevant to 
fourteenth-century Italian political reality. Considering Bartolus’s treatment of 
the relationships between the Roman Empire and the papacy, kingdoms and 
city-republics, Woolf places Bartolus’s thought in its wider historical context by 
surveying the complex problem of the empire from the mid-thirteenth century 
onwards. In particular, he assesses Bartolus’s most famous argument that the 
city is its own emperor. Arguing that Bartolus’s influence lasted into the early 
modern period, both in the practice of law and in the use made of his works by 
writers like Bodin and Albericus Gentilis, this book also includes a useful table 
explaining Bartolus’s distinctions between imperium and jurisdiction.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
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Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
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