
Latin American Studies
This series focuses on colonial Latin America and the Caribbean. It 
includes historical and statistical reference works from the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries, reports describing scientific, archaeological and 
ethnological expeditions, and editions of accounts from the earliest period 
of European settlement.

Last Rambles Amongst the Indians 
of the Rocky Mountains and the Andes

The American artist George Catlin (1796–1872) travelled extensively 
and wrote about his experiences. After abandoning the legal profession, 
Catlin moved to Missouri in 1830 to launch his career as a painter of 
Native Americans with the express purpose of creating a gallery dedicated 
to America’s indigenous population. He was greatly influenced by the 
Romantic ideal of the ‘noble savage’ and spent time living with various 
tribes, recording their everyday life and habits. In the 1850s, he also made 
three trips to South America and began to draw comparisons between 
the populations. He shares his thoughts in this work, published in 1868. 
Written for children and intended as a follow-up to his Life amongst the 
Indians (1861), the book is a mixture of legend, history, folklore and 
anecdotes of personal experience. Sometimes regarded as a pioneer of 
American anthropology, Catlin also outlines his ethnographical theories 
in the last few chapters.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not 
be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge 
Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which 
are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the 
source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice 
of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-
of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the 
content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give 
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality 
standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The latest 
print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly 
be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by 
other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and 
social sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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