
Citizen and Self in Ancient Greece

This study examines how the ancient Greeks decided questions of jus-
tice as akey tounderstanding the intersectionof ourmoral andpolitical
lives. Combining contemporary political philosophy with historical,
literary, andphilosophical texts, it examines a seriesof remarkable indi-
viduals who performed “scripts” of justice in Early Iron Age, Archaic,
and Classical Greece. From the earlier periods, these include Homer’s
Achilles and Odysseus as heroic individuals who are also prototyp-
ical citizens, and Solon the lawgiver, writing the scripts of statute
law and the jury trial. In democratic Athens, the focus turns to dia-
logues between a citizen’s moral autonomy and political obligation in
Aeschylean tragedy, Pericles’citizenship paradigm, Antiphon’s sophis-
tic thought and forensic oratory, the political leadership of Alcibiades,
and Socrates’moral individualism.

Vincent Farenga has taughtClassics andComparative Literature at the
University of Southern California since 1973. He served as head of the
Comparative Literature Department from 1985 to 1991.
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Stéphane, but beyond all others my wife Nicole Dufresne.

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521845599 - Citizen and Self in Ancient Greece: Individuals Performing Justice and the
Law
Vincent Farenga
Frontmatter
More information


