
THE SOCIAL WORLD OF INTELLECTUALS
IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE

This book examines the role of social networks in the formation of
identity among sophists, philosophers, and Christians in the early
Roman Empire. Membership in each category was established and
evaluated socially as well as discursively. From clashes over admis-
sion to classrooms and communion to construction of the group’s
history, integration into the social fabric of the community served
as both an index of identity and a medium through which con-
tests over status and authority were conducted. The juxtaposition of
patterns of belonging in Second Sophistic and early Christian circles
reveals a shared repertoire of technologies of self-definition, authoriza-
tion, and institutionalization, and shows how each group manipulated
and adapted those strategies to its own needs. This approach provides
a more rounded view of the Second Sophistic and places the early
Christian formation of “orthodoxy” in a fresh context.

kendra eshleman is an assistant professor of Classical Studies at
Boston College.
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The Greek culture of the Roman Empire offers a rich field of study. Extraordinary insights can be
gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange, political and ideological conflict, and the
creativity of a changing, polyglot empire. During this period, many fundamental elements of Western
society were being set in place: from the rise of Christianity, to an influential system of education, to
long-lived artistic canons. This series is the first to focus on the response of Greek culture to its Roman
imperial setting as a significant phenomenon in its own right. To this end, it will publish original and
innovative research in the art, archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion and literature of the
empire, with an emphasis on Greek material.
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