
Naval and Military History
This series includes accounts of sea and land campaigns by eye-witnesses 
and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies of their social, political 
and economic impacts.  The series focuses mainly on the period from the 
Renaissance to the end of the Victorian era. It includes major concentrations 
of material on the American and French revolutions, the British campaigns 
in South Asia, and nineteenth-century conflicts in Europe, such as the 
Peninsular and Crimean Wars. Although many of the accounts are semi-
official narratives by senior officers and their relatives, the series also 
includes alternative viewpoints from dissenting leaders, servicemen in the 
lower ranks, and military wives and civilians caught up in the theatre of war.

History of the War in France and Belgium, in 1815
Originally published in 1844, this two-volume work by William Siborne 
(1797–1830) represented the first major history of the Waterloo Campaign 
that was based on eyewitness accounts. Although Siborne, an infantry 
officer, had not served in the campaign himself, he did write to scores 
of officers who had, and their replies provided him with information he 
later used to construct the famous but controversial model of the field at 
Waterloo, which earned him the enmity of the Duke of Wellington (largely 
because Siborne’s view of events conflicted with the Duke’s). Siborne used 
much of the material for this book, which covers the entire campaign from 
Napoleon’s escape from Elba in February 1815, through the battles of Ligny, 
Quatre Bras and Waterloo, right up to the Allies’ entry into Paris in July. The 
maps published in a third volume can be viewed online. Volume 1 takes the 
story up to the opening stages of Waterloo.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The maps referred to in this work can be viewed online at: 
http://www.maproom.org/00/24/ 

However, Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence 
or accuracy of this third-party URL, and does not guarantee that the 

content on this website is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.
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