
Polar Exploration
This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early 
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic.  Huge resources were invested 
in such endeavours, particularly the search for the North-West Passage, 
which, if successful, promised enormous strategic and commercial rewards.  
Cartographers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, an 
their work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology, 
botany and zoology. They also brought back anthropological information 
about the indigenous peoples of the Arctic region and the southern fringes 
of the American continent. The series further includes dramatic and poignant 
accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter 
isolation in bygone centuries.

Frozen Asia
Illustrated by a substantial map and recommended to nineteenth-century 
readers as a ‘neat little volume’, this account of Siberia by Charles H. Eden 
(1839–1900) combines the conventions of a topographical study with detailed 
descriptions of flora and fauna, ‘native races’, ‘climate’, ‘trade and manufactures’, 
and ‘political divisions and government’. Published in 1879, it built upon Eden’s 
previous success with Australian Heroes and The Fifth Continent to confirm 
his reputation as an accessible and instructive author. His clear narrative style 
combined with dramatic subject matter ensured his popularity with specialists 
and general readers alike. The inclusion of a collection of stories from Siberian 
folklore provides an unusual dimension and a valuable insight into nineteenth-
century British attitudes towards indigenous cultures, including the Kirghis, 
Buriates, and Tungooses. Concluding with a detailed description of ‘recent 
explorations’, it should fascinate geologists, geographers, and historians of 
anthropology in equal measure.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Frozen Asia
A Sketch of Modern Siberia 

Together with an Account of the 
Native Tribes Inhabiting that Region

Charles H.  Eden
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108048286
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