
Are Liberty and Equality Compatible?

Are the political ideals of liberty and equality compatible? This question

is of central and continuing importance in political philosophy, moral

philosophy, and welfare economics. In this book, two distinguished

philosophers take up the debate. Jan Narveson argues that a political

ideal of negative liberty is incompatible with any substantive ideal of

equality, while James P. Sterba argues that Narveson’s own ideal

of negative liberty is compatible, and in fact leads to the requirements

of a substantive ideal of equality. Of course, they cannot both be right.

Thus, the details of their arguments about the political ideal of negative

liberty and its requirements will determine which of them is right.

Engagingly and accessibly written, their debate will be of value to all who

are interested in the central issue of what are the practical requirements

of a political ideal of liberty.

Jan Narveson is Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of

Waterloo. His previous publications include The Libertarian Idea (1989),

Moral Matters, Second Edition (1999), Respecting Persons in Theory and

Practice (2002), and You and the State (2008). In 2003, Professor Narve-

son was made an Officer of the Order of Canada in recognition of both

his scholarly work and his lifelong promotion of music in his home

cities of Kitchener and Waterloo, Ontario.

James P. Sterba is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Notre

Dame. His previous publications include Justice for Here andNow (1998), The

Triumph of Practice over Theory in Ethics (2005), Does Feminism Discriminate

Against Men? A Debate (2008 – co-authored with Warren Farrell), and

Affirmative Action for the Future (2009). Professor Sterba is past president

of the American Philosophical Association (Central Division) and of

several other philosophical associations.
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For and Against

General Editor: R.G. Frey

For and Against offers a new and exciting approach to the investi-

gation of complex philosophical ideas and their impact on the

way we think about a host of contemporary moral, social, and

political issues. Two philosophical essays explore a topic of intense

public interest from opposing points of view. This approach pro-

vides the reader with a balanced perspective on the topic; it also

introduces the deep philosophical conflicts that underpin the

differing views. The result is both a series of important state-

ments on some of the most challenging questions facing our

society and an introduction to moral, social, and political philo-

sophy. Each essay is compact and nontechnical, yet avoids a

simplistic, journalistic presentation of the topic.

Other books in the series:

Douglas Husak and Peter de Marneffe, The Legalization of Drugs

David Schmidtz and Robert E. Goodin, Social Welfare and Individual

Responsibility

Gerald Dworkin, R. G. Frey, and Sissela Bok, Euthanasia and

Physician-Assisted Suicide

Christopher Heath Wellman and A. John Simmons, Is There

a Duty to Obey the Law?
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