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Books of enduring scholarly value

Fiction and Poetry

Reading became an increasingly popular entertainment in eighteenth-

and nineteenth-century Britain, Europe and America, reaching an ever
wider spectrum of society as the cost of printing came down and levels of
literacy rose. The novels avidly consumed in this period were not merely
escapist fiction. Many of them drew attention to serious social issues such as
slavery, child labour and other forms of exploitation that blighted the age of
revolutions and empire, some were thinly disguised autobiographies, while
others had clear educational aims: thus the line between fiction and non-
fiction was a fluid one. Poetry too flourished across a wide range of genres,
and the political and social agendas of the Romantic movement in particular
led to its being read and appreciated at all levels of society. In this series, the
Cambridge Library Collection offers the texts of fiction and poetry as these
works were first published and received by an eager reading public.

Silas Marner

In her third novel, reissued here in its first edition of 1861, George Eliot
(1819-80) charts the life of the cataleptic, miserly weaver Silas Marner.
Arriving in insular Raveloe after a wrongful expulsion from his Calvinist
community in the north, Silas is a foreign and outcast figure, left alone
to accumulate a useless fortune through his loom in the dawn of the
new industrial age. His unhappy life is rendered unrecognisable when
his fortune is stolen and he adopts a child. Eliot’s first two novels,

Adam Bede and The Mill on the Floss, had dealt with tragedy and the
injustices faced by fallen women. With its happy ending and suffusion
of fairy-tale elements, Silas Marner marks a turning point in her career.
Alongside this development, however, the novel continues to raise Eliot’s
characteristic questions about social inequalities, the effects of extreme
religion, and the worth of human experience.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1861
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-06041-7 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-05964-0 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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SILAS MARNER
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SILAS MARNER:

THE WEAVER OF RAVELOE

BY

GEORGE ELIOT

AUTHOR OF ‘‘ ADAM BEDE,” ETC.

‘¢ A child, more than all other gifts
That earth can offer to declining man,
Brings hope with it, and forward-looking thoughts.”

‘WORDSWORTH.

WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS
EDINBURGH AND LONDON
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