
 



Contents 

Acknowledgements ............................................................................................... v 
Abstract.................................................................................................................vi 
List of tables and figures ....................................................................................... x 
Abbreviations ......................................................................................................xii 
Chapter 1: Introduction ......................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Scope of the study ........................................................................................ 1 
1.2 Research questions and hypothesis .............................................................. 1 
1.3 Theoretical framework ................................................................................. 2 
1.4 Structure of the study ................................................................................... 3 

Chapter 2: Aspects of Aspect ................................................................................ 6 
2.1 The complexity of aspectual studies............................................................ 6 
2.2 Aspect Defined............................................................................................. 7 
2.3 Aspect Exemplified ...................................................................................... 9 
2.4 Origins of Aspectology .............................................................................. 15 
2.5 Aspect vs. Aktionsart ................................................................................. 21 
2.6 Aspect in the 20th Century ......................................................................... 27 
2.7 In The Beginning Was Aspect ................................................................... 31 
2.8 Aspect in Slavic Style ................................................................................ 34 

2.8.1 Old Church Slavonic ........................................................................... 37 
2.8.2 Irregularities of Slavic aspect .............................................................. 40 

2.9 Aspect in Germanic ................................................................................... 51 
2.10 Aspectual Categories ............................................................................... 62 

2.10.1 Perfective........................................................................................... 63 
2.10.2 Imperfective....................................................................................... 65 
2.10.3 Telicity............................................................................................... 66 
2.10.4 Ingressive........................................................................................... 67 
2.10.5 Bounded vs. Non-bounded................................................................ 70 
2.10.6 Mustanoja’s categories ...................................................................... 70 
2.10.7 Conclusion......................................................................................... 71 

Chapter 3: Previous Studies of Prefixed Verbs and Phrasal Verbs .................... 73 
3.1 De la Cruz (1972, 1975) ............................................................................ 73 
3.2. Hiltunen (1983)......................................................................................... 76 
3.3 Brinton (1988)............................................................................................ 79 
3.4 Petré (2005)................................................................................................ 84 
3.5 Elenbaas (2007) ......................................................................................... 88 
3.6 Synchronic research of verb-particles ....................................................... 90 

Chapter 4: Theoretical Foundations and Methodology....................................... 93 
4.1 Grammaticalization (and Lexicalization) Theory...................................... 93 



Contents 

Acknowledgements ............................................................................................... v 
Abstract.................................................................................................................vi 
List of tables and figures ....................................................................................... x 
Abbreviations ......................................................................................................xii 
Chapter 1: Introduction ......................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Scope of the study ........................................................................................ 1 
1.2 Research questions and hypothesis .............................................................. 1 
1.3 Theoretical framework ................................................................................. 2 
1.4 Structure of the study ................................................................................... 3 

Chapter 2: Aspects of Aspect ................................................................................ 6 
2.1 The complexity of aspectual studies............................................................ 6 
2.2 Aspect Defined............................................................................................. 7 
2.3 Aspect Exemplified ...................................................................................... 9 
2.4 Origins of Aspectology .............................................................................. 15 
2.5 Aspect vs. Aktionsart ................................................................................. 21 
2.6 Aspect in the 20th Century ......................................................................... 27 
2.7 In The Beginning Was Aspect ................................................................... 31 
2.8 Aspect in Slavic Style ................................................................................ 34 

2.8.1 Old Church Slavonic ........................................................................... 37 
2.8.2 Irregularities of Slavic aspect .............................................................. 40 

2.9 Aspect in Germanic ................................................................................... 51 
2.10 Aspectual Categories ............................................................................... 62 

2.10.1 Perfective........................................................................................... 63 
2.10.2 Imperfective....................................................................................... 65 
2.10.3 Telicity............................................................................................... 66 
2.10.4 Ingressive........................................................................................... 67 
2.10.5 Bounded vs. Non-bounded................................................................ 70 
2.10.6 Mustanoja’s categories ...................................................................... 70 
2.10.7 Conclusion......................................................................................... 71 

Chapter 3: Previous Studies of Prefixed Verbs and Phrasal Verbs .................... 73 
3.1 De la Cruz (1972, 1975) ............................................................................ 73 
3.2. Hiltunen (1983)......................................................................................... 76 
3.3 Brinton (1988)............................................................................................ 79 
3.4 Petré (2005)................................................................................................ 84 
3.5 Elenbaas (2007) ......................................................................................... 88 
3.6 Synchronic research of verb-particles ....................................................... 90 

Chapter 4: Theoretical Foundations and Methodology....................................... 93 
4.1 Grammaticalization (and Lexicalization) Theory...................................... 93 

 Contents ix 

4.2 Methodological Tools ................................................................................ 96 
4.3 Problems in identifying preverbs ............................................................... 98 

Chapter 5: An Analysis of the Preverb a- ........................................................... 99 
5.1 Introduction ................................................................................................ 99 
5.2 Etymology of a- ....................................................................................... 101 
5.3 A- as a perfectivizer ................................................................................. 103 
5.4 Resultative and completive ...................................................................... 108 
5.5 Ingressive / inchoative / inceptive ........................................................... 111 
5.6 Instantaneous / Momentous / Punctual .................................................... 112 
5.7 Contrastive analysis ................................................................................. 115 
5.8 Co-Existing Systems of Prefixes and Particles ........................................ 118 
5.9 Prefix a- in Middle English ..................................................................... 122 
5.10 Middle English Additions ...................................................................... 124 
5.11 Conclusion ............................................................................................. 125 

Chapter 6: An Analysis of the Preverb ge- ....................................................... 127 
6.1 Introduction .............................................................................................. 127 
6.2 Previous studies ....................................................................................... 128 
6.3 The etymology of ge- ............................................................................... 133 
6.4 The meanings of ge- ................................................................................ 136 
6.5 Empty ge- ................................................................................................. 137 
6.6  Ge- as a past participle marker ............................................................... 140 
6.7  Ge- as a perfectivizer .............................................................................. 140 
6.7.  Co-occurrence with ða ........................................................................... 141 
6.9  Stylistic functions of ge- ......................................................................... 142 
6.10 Lexicalization Cases .............................................................................. 143 
6.11 Ge- in Middle English ............................................................................ 145 
6.12 Conclusion ............................................................................................. 149 

Chapter 7: An Analysis of the Preverb for- ...................................................... 151 
7.1 Introduction .............................................................................................. 151 
7.2 The meanings and etymology of for- ....................................................... 152 
7.3 Perfectivizing for- .................................................................................... 153 
7.4 Lexicalizing for-....................................................................................... 160 
7.5 For- in Middle English ............................................................................ 162 
7.6 Conclusion ............................................................................................... 164 

Chapter 8: Conclusion ....................................................................................... 165 
References ......................................................................................................... 168 

Dictionaries .................................................................................................... 184 
Appendix I: Old English Corpus ....................................................................... 185 
Appendix II: Middle English Corpus ................................................................ 190 

 




