European University Studies

Jacob Paxy Alumbkal

The Death and Resurrection
of Jesus Christ Implied

in the Image of the Paschal
Lamb in 1 Cor 5:7

An Intertextual, Exegetical
and Theological Study

. Peter Lang



Contents

FaN] 03 (<A 15 o) s TSP
General INtroduction ...........cccooeeieiieriiieeeecee e
First Experience with the Passover ..........ccccccooevvieviiiiiieciic e
Interest in Paul ..........cccoieiiiiiiiie
Beginning of the Research ...
Studies on the Subject and its general Trend ..........cccceevvveeiieieennne.
Methodology and Content of the Study ........ccccoveeviieriieriieniinieninnns
Uniqueness of our StUAY ......cccvveiiiiiiiieiiieeieeie e

Chapter 1. Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ in
the Teachings of Paul .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiii e
INErOAUCTION ..ot e
1.1 Centrality of the Death and Resurrection
of Jesus Christ in Paul ..........ccocooieiiiiiiiieeee
1.2 Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ —
A brief Exegetical and Theological Analysis

of the Direct References ........cccoovvvvveviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeiiee e

1.2.1 Role of God in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ ...........

1.2.1.1 Pauline Texts in Greek and in English ............
1.2.1.2 Brief Exegetical and Theological Analysis

of the Texts of each Letter .......cccccovvvvvvivnnenn.

1.2.1.2.1 Letter to the Thessalonians...............

1.2.1.2.2 Letter to the Galatian Churches........

1.2.1.2.3 Letters to the Corinthians..................

1.2.1.2.4 Letter to the Romans ......................
1.2.2 The Purpose of God in the Death and Resurrection

OF JeSUS CRIISE ..ooovviviiiiiiiccceee e

1.2.2.1 The Text in Greek and English..........................
1.2.2.2 Brief Exegetical and Theological Analysis

of Texts Of LEtters .....ooovvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee,

1.2.2.2.1 First Thessalonians ...............ccc........

1.2.2.2.2 Galatians..........cccceeevvveeeeeieeeeiiieeeens

1.2.2.2.3 Letter to the Romans............c..........



1.2.3

1.2.4

1.2.5

Christological Nuances of the Death and Resurrection ..... 48
1.2.3.1 The Text in Greek and English ........c..ccccccc..e. 48
1.2.3.2 Brief Exegetical and Theological Analysis ..... 52
1.2.3.2.1 First Thessalonians...........c...cccue..e... 52
1.2.3.2.2 Galatians...........cccccveevveeieereeneenrenen. 54
1.2.3.2.3 First and Second Letters to the
Corinthians .........cocceveevieieiieenn, 57
1.2.3.2.4 Letter to Philippians ..........c.cceceeueenee. 60
1.2.3.2.5 Letter to the Romans......................... 61
Soteriological Nuances of the Death and Resurrection
Of JESUS CRIISt ..oovviiieiiiiciicciccie e 62
1.2.4.1 Texts in Greek and English ...........c.cccceeeni. 62
1.2.4.2 Exegetical and Theological Analysis .............. 64
1.2.4.2.1 Thessalonians .............cccceeeveeerennne. 64
1.2.4.2.2 Galatians...........ccceevvrvveevieecrenrenreenn. 65
1.2.4.2.3 First and Second Letters to
the Corinthians ...........cccocevevcveeennns 68
1.2.4.2.4 Letter to the Romans ............cc.......... 69
Paschal Lamb Symbolism of Paul referring to
the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ .................. 70
1.2.5.1 Text in Greek and English .........ccccoevveirennenn. 70
1.2.5.2 Bird’s Eye View into Theological
Nuance of the TeXt .....cccccevvvevienierienieniienn, 71

1.2.5.3 Paschal Lamb — Product of Exodus-
Christology of the First Christian Community .... 71

CONCIUSION ...ttt st 73
Chapter 2. Pauline Background of the Image of the Paschal
Lamb and the Lamb motive in the OT ........ccccoooeiiiiiiniieee 75
INOAUCTION ..ottt 75
2.1 The Symbol of Lamb and Sacrifices in the
Ancient near Eastern Religions .........c.ccoceviiiiiiiiiiiiinne 76
2.1.1 The Symbol of Lamb and Lamb Sacrifices
N the ANE ..o 76
2.1.2  Concept of Sacrifice in ANE .......c.cccevvveviirienieieie, 78
2.1.2.1 Blood Sacrifices in the ANE ..........cccccooennnee. 79
2.1.3 Blood and its Significance in Ancient Near East and
the Hebrew Terminological Analysis .........ccccccceeernen. 80



2.2 Lamb, Sacrifice, Bloodrite in Ancient Israel ..............ccocu..... 82

2.2.1 Hebrew Terminological Analysis ........ccccocervervienenenne. 83
2211 Lamb .ocoooiiiiiiiieee e 83
2.2.1.1.1 Lamb Represents and Replaces
(Substitutes) Human Being .............. 84
2.2.1.2 Paschal Lamb.........cooovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 85
2.2.1.3 Kill or Sacrifice? .....ccoovvvvviiiiiiiieieeiiieeieee, 86
2.2.1.4 Blood in Pentateuch .........ccccoovvvviiiiiviinnnnn.n. 88
2.2.1.5 PaSSOVET ...coooiveeieieeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 89
2.2.2 Passover, its Celebration, Paschal Lamb, Sacrifice,
Blood, etc in JudaiSm ..........ccccveiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee 91
2.2.2.1 Passover in Israel and Judaism ........................ 92
2.2.2.1.1 Place of Passover in Israel
and iIn JudaisSm.........coeeeveeeiiiiiinnnen. 93
2.2.2.1.2 Passover in the Cult of Israel
and Judaism.......cccccooeeiiiiiiinicn 94
2.2.2.2 Paschal Lamb and Blood Rite in Ancient
Israel and in Judaism ............cccoevevvviieiiviinnnnne. 95
2.2.3 Significance of Blood Rite in Israel ............ccccceeveenneee. 96
2.2.3.1 Passover and Blood Rite in Mishnah,
Talmud, Josephus, Philo, Qumran, Jubilees .... 97
2.2.3.1.1 Passover in Mishnah General ........... 97
2.2.3.1.2 Blood Rite in Josephus and Philo... 100
2.2.3.1.3 Qumran Sources..........ccoceveeruveennenn. 101
2.2.3.1.4 The Book of Jubilee .........c............. 101
2.3 Hellenism and Paschal Lamb ...........cccccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeen, 102
2.3.1 The Concept of Lamb, Sacrifice, Blood Rite,
Passover Feast etc. in Hellenism ..........ccccceovvuverennnne.. 102
2.3.1.1 Hellenistic Concept of Sacrifice ................... 103
2.3.1.2 Passover in HelleniSm ..........ccccoovvvveiiiiennnnee. 105
2.3.1.3 Blood and Blood Rites in Hellenistic Period .... 106
2.3.1.3.1 Blood Rite in Covenantal
Ceremony .........c.ecceeeeveerceeeeneeeennnnnn 108
2.3.1.4 Sacrificial Animals ..........ccccoeeveeiiieiinieeennen. 109
2.3.2  Concepts of Lamb, Sacrifice or Kill, Blood and
Passover in the Septuagint ............ccceeevverveenreeeneeennen. 110
2.3.2.1 Conceptof Lamb ......c.ccccovveeiiiiiiiciiieiieen. 110
2.3.2.2  Concept of Sacrifice or Kill in the Lxx ......... 111



2.3.2.3 Concept of Blood .......ccoovevieiiiiiiniiiee 112

2.3.2.4 Concept of Passover ........ccceceveviecienercenens 112
2.4 Exegetical and Theological Analysis of
Exod 12 1-13; 14-20; 21-23 and 27 ...ccoocveveeieieeeeee, 113
2.4.1 Blood Rite of PassOVer .........ccccevereeieniiiiieeceeee. 113
2.4.2  Further Functions of Paschal Blood Rite in Brief
(Exod 12:14-20, 21-23,27) cceeeeeeeeineneneeeeeeiee 124
2.4.3 Unleavened Bread — Theological Significance ........... 126
2.5 Analysis of the Concept of Lamb and Blood
Rite on the Day of Atonement .............ccoccvevverienieneesresenene, 127
2.5.1 BloodRiteinLev4and5 .....ccoocoviiiiiiiiiiiiee, 128
2.5.2 Blood Rite — for Purgation — on the Day
OFf AtONEMENE ....oovtiiiiieiieiieieeeeceee e 129
2.5.3 Enlightenment of Lev 16 on Exod 12 .........ccccoeeeee. 131
2.6 Prophetical Influences behind Pauline Paschal Lamb
Symbol for the Christ Event in 1 Cor 5:7 .....ccccoeoiiiiinienne 132
2.6.1 182 52:13-53:12 i 132
2.6.1.1 Exegetical Meaning and Function of
the Lamb Symbolism .........ccccceveiiiiinnnnne. 133
2.6.1.2 The Message of the Suffering Servant
of the Lord in Isa. 52:13-53:12 ..o 134
2.6.2  Prophet Jeremiah 11:19 ....cccooveviieviiiiieieee e 138
2.6.2.1 Exegetical and Theological Analysis
of the Passage .......cccceevveviievcieecieeeeeee 139

2.6.2.2 Rabbinical Understanding of the
Sufferings (Lamb Symbolism)
of Jeremiah .......ccooiiiiiiiii 141
CONCIUSION ..coiniiiiiiicetece e 141

Chapter 3. 1 Cor 5:6-8 An Exegetical and Theological Analysis

with an Emphasis on the Paschal Lamb Significance ................ 143
3.1 Background Study .......ccccoooieiiiniiinieeeeeeen 143
3.1.1 General Background of the Letter and the Text .......... 143
3.1.1.1 Place and People .....ccoevvvvvvevieniieieieieeen, 144

3.1.1.2 Religion and Cults in Corinth ....................... 147

3.1.1.3  Corinthian Church .........ccccoooeiiiniiiiiiee 149

3.1.1.3.1 Corinthian Church and Paul ........... 149

10



32

33

34

3.5

3.1.1.3.2 Situation at the Church of
Corinth and the Occasion

of Writing the Letter................
Structure and Genre of the Letter .........ccccoecevveenineenenne
32,1 LEOr ceeeeiiiiieiieceecte e
3.2.2  Structure and Genre of the Letter ...........c..cco........
3.2.2.1 Place of Chapter 5 in 1 Corinthians .......
3.2.2.2 Position of 5:7 in the Letter ....................
3.2.2.3 Structural Pattern of 5:1-13 ABA and
its SIgNIficance ........cccceevvveeveeciieieeieaiens
3.2.2.4 Structural Analysis of 5: 7-8
(Concentric Structure) ..........cccceeeevveennenn.
3.2.24.1 Textin Greek ........ccoeeeervrennenn.
3.2.2.4.2 Our English Translation...........
3.2.2.4.3 Relevance of the ABA Method
or Concentric Method..............
Immediate Background of 1 Cor 5 — A Brief
Exegetical Analysis ......cccccovviieiciieeiiieiiieeieeee e
3.3.1 Textual Witnesses: Case of Porneia -5:1-2 ..........
Exegetical ANalysis .....c.ccocovieviereninieiienenieeieieseseene
3.4.1 Exegetical Methodology .......c.cccceeevvviiiicienvenennne.
3.4.2 Exegesis 0f VEISeS .....ccccccevvievciiiiiiienieiiesieneneens
3.4.2.1 First Cor 5:6 covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiceieee
3.4.2.2 First Cor 5:7 oo
3423 First Cor5:8 .o,
Theological Reflections Of 1 Cor 5:6-8 ......ccoecervrcenee
3.5.1 The Immediate Theological Background
Of Chapter 5 ......ooveiieiieieeec e
3.5.2 Concept of GOd .....ccvveviiiieeiieiieieceeeee e
3.5.3 Christological (Concepts) Insights
from 1 Cor 5:6-8 ..ooeiiiiiieiece e
3.5.3.1 General Christological Nuances
of 1 Corinthians .........cccoovevevevenenennee.
3.5.3.2 Christology of 1 Cor5 ....ccceeevvevrevennnne.
3.5.4 Soteriological Insights of 1 Cor 5:6-8 ..................

3.5.4.1 Passover Symbol and Salvation in Israel
3.5.4.2 Pauline Concept of Salvation Envisaged

in the Symbol of Passover ...........c..........



3.55

3.5.6

3.5.7

Conclusion

ESchatology ....c.coveeieeiieiieieeeeeeeeeee
3.5.5.1 Jewish Apocalyptic Eschatology ...................
3.5.5.2 Paul’s Eschatology .........cccccvvverienienierinennen.
3.5.5.3  Our ASSUMPLIONS ...eevvverierrierieerieerreeieesseenens
Ecclesiological NUANCes ..........cccocvevveveenienieneenenennn,
3.5.6.1 Passover and Christo-Centricity of

the Ecclesia in First Cor 5:6-8 ....................
3.5.6.2  Our ASSUMPHIONS ....eevververeieienienieeienienieeeeenee
Pauline Ethical Thinking ..........cccccoovveviivienieniennnne,
3.5.7.1 General Notion of Ethics in 1 Corithians ....
3.5.7.2 Ethics or Moral Principles Envisaged

N1 CorS5:6-8 i
3.5.7.3 Concept of Holiness in 1 Cor 5:6-8

and Teachings of Leviticus and

Deuteronomy ..........ccoeceeeeviieeiinieeeeniee e,
3.5.7.4 Special Emphasis on Sincerity and Truth .....
3.5.7.5 Underlying Primacy of Holiness

in 1 Cor 5:8 and Gal 5:19-25 ...,
3.5.7.6  Our AsSUMPLiONS .......ccceeevrieerrieenereeereeennennn

Chapter 4. Post Pauline Concept of the Lamb in the NT with
Similar Theological NUANCES .......ccccvvevieeviieiieiieiieieeie e
INtrOAUCTION .ot
4.1 Jesus Christ as “The Lamb of God”
in the Gospel of John .........cooviiiiiiiiiii e,

12

4.1.1

4.1.2
413

Introduction ..........ccccceeeviiiiiiieie e
Exegetical Analysis of Lamb of God
(Sitz im Leben) The Text in Greek ........c.ccccceverueenne
Word ANalySiS ....cceevveviieriieiieciecieciesee e
Structural AnalysiS .......cccceeeiiiiiieniiieciiecee e
4.1.3.1 The Structure Of Verse 29 ......cccccevvvvvvenennee.
4.1.3.2 Structural Analysis of the

Pericope Jn 1:29-34 .....ccooviiiieieeeeen
Theological ANalysis ........cccevverieriierienieniieieesieenen
INtroduction .......ooevieiieiiceeee e
4.1.4.1 Theological Investigation ..............cccceveennenn.
4.1.4.2 God as the God of Passover ..........cccccecee...



4.1.4.3 Christological Analysis .......cccccoceeveereennrnne. 279

4.1.4.4 Christo-Centric Soteriology ........c..ccccevuennee. 279
4.1.4.5 Ecclesiological Analysis ........ccccceevevrrenrnnee. 280
4.1.4.6 Concept of HOlINESs ......c.ccvvevvevieieeiiennenne. 281
4.1.4.7 Ethical Connotations ............ccecceeeeeeeeneennnnn. 282

4.1.5 A Brief Exegetical and Theological
Cross Study of Jn 1.29 with

In (18:39); 19:14, 17,36-37 ooveieeieeeeeeeeee, 282
4.1.5.1 The Text in Greek and its Translation ........... 282
4.1.5.2 Exegetical and Theological Analysis ............ 283
CONCIUSION ..oiiiiiiiiiieii e 288
4.2 Lamb in the Book of ‘Revelation 5, 6, 7, 8,
14, 15, 19,21 and 227 .oeieiieeeeeeee e 289
4.2.1 Exegetical Analysis of &pviOV .....cocooeeeiiiririeiinen. 290
4.2.2 Theological ANalysis ........ccceevveviiecrieciieieeieeieeieennes 295
4.2.2.1 God the Sovereign and Centre
of Revelation ........ccoceviiiiieieniieee 295
4.2.2.2 Christological Insights on the
Symbol of Apocalyptical Lamb .................... 297
4.2.2.2.1 Christological Implication
of the Picture of Lamb.................... 298
4.2.2.2.2 Functions of Lamb..............covvenenn. 299
4.2.2.2.3 Universality of Salvation -
Ecclesiology and Lamb
in Apocalypse .....cocceevveenieeiienieanicnns 301
4.2.2.2.4 Divinisation of the Lamb................ 303
4.2.2.2.5 Spirituality of the Slain Lamb
but Standing Symbolism ................ 303
4.2.2.2.6 The Eschatological Aspects
of God and the Lamb ..................... 304
4.2.3 Comparison of John and Paul .............c.ccoevrieiinnnnnnnn 305
4.3 Lamb Motive in the Letter of Peter .........cc.ccovveeiieiiicininnen. 306
4.3.1 The Text in Greek and new Revised
Standard Version ........c.ccccceeeeiereneninieneseeeee e 307
4.3.2 Exegetical Analysis of 1 Peter 1:18-19 ......c.ccveene. 307
4.3.2.1 Structure of the Letter .........ccccceoeevieiinncnne. 307
4.3.2.2 Exegetical Analysis of Selected Words ........ 308

13



4.3.3 Theological Analysis ........ccccevvierienieneeniianienne
4.3.3.1 The Vision of God in 1 Pet 1:18-19 ...

4.3.3.2 Christological Nuances Implied in the

Symbol of Lamb and its Blood ...........

4.3.3.3 Soteriological Insights of 1 Pet 18—19

4.3.3.4 Ecclesiology .....cccccevviieviieciienieennn.
4.3.3.5 Concept of Holiness and Ethics ..........

4.3.3.6 Comparative Study of 1 Pet 1:18-19

With 1 COr 5:6—8 .oovvviiiiiiieieeen

4.4 Lamb Symbolism and its Christological Nuances

INACES 8:32 e
4.4.1 The Text in Greek and English ..............c...........
4.4.2 Christological Analysis of Acts 8:32 .................

4.4.3 Comparative Study with Pauline Passover

N1 COT S5:7 ittt
4.5 Comparison of John and Paul ............cccoevvevveniininnnnnn,
CONCIUSION ..vviiiiiiiiiieciie ettt e eree s es

Chapter 5. The Impact of the Death and Resurrection of
Jesus Christ on Humanity implied in the Lamb motive in

the genuinely Pauline Letters ........c..coocevirinienencnicencnne

5.1 Gathering the Fruits of our Exegetical and

Theological Investigations ............ccceeevveereeveeerieerieennenn,

5.1.1 The Theological Impacts of Easter Event

on the Humanity ..........ccccoeevveviievineniieciieeiees

5.1.2 RESUITECTION ..oooiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeieeeee e
5.1.3  JuStIfiCAtiON ......coovevveiiieiiiiiieeeee e
5.1.4  Salvation .........cccoeeeeevieieeiiee e
5.1.5 Reconciliation ........ccccoeevvvivovivieeeiinieeeeieeeeennee
5.1.6  EXPIiation ......cccceveiiieiiieiieeie e
5.1.7 Redemption .......ccccceeeviieviieniienieeeiee e
5.1.8 Freedom ...cccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e
5.1.9  Sanctification ........ccccceeeeiiiieiiieieeeeieeceeeee e
5.1.10 Transformation .............ccccceeeevvveeeevireeeeeineeeeennee.
5.1.11 New Creation .......ooocveeeeevieeeeieeeeeeieeeeeeeee e
5.1.12 Glorification .........ccccceeeeviieiiiiiiieeiieeeeeee e
5.1.13 Indwelling of the Jesus Christ and his Spirit ....
CONCIUSION ..oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e

14



5.2 Passover in the General Context of the Death and

Resurrection of Jesus Christ .........ccccvevveviieciieiieiieeeie e, 349
5.2.1 Exegetico-Theological Translation of
YEp TO TAOXE MDY ETUOT YPLOTO] vrvverrervereerearerenane 350
5.2.2 First Cor 5:7 — A Passover Theology ........ccccccvveunenne. 351
5.2.3 Pauline Passover Theology ..........ccccceeveviieeiiiiniiennnenne, 352
5.2.3.1 Theology ..cceeoieiieieieeee e 352
5.2.3.2 Blood Rite and it’s Significance in Paul ........ 354
5.2.3.3 Christ in Pauline Passover Theology............... 356
5.2.3.4 Passover Soteriology ........ccccceeeeevirciiiiennnns 358
5.2.3.5 Ecclessiology of Passpver ...........cccccceeveennns 359
5.2.3.6 Eschatology of Passover ...........cccccceeeveennnnn. 360
5.2.3.7 Passover Ethics .......cccccooeviiiiiciiiiiiicieei, 361
CONCIUSION ..oviiiiiieiiieii ettt 361
5.3 Necessity of SaAlvation ........ccccoeceevvieriieniienierie e 362
5.3.1 Humanity in Need of Salvation Before Christ ........... 362
5.3.1.1 Concept of Sin According to Paul ................. 363
5.3.1.2 Effects of Sin on Humanity According
toPaul ..o 364
5.3.2 God’s Response to This Human Quandary ................ 365
CONCIUSION ..ottt 366
Chapter 6. Jesus Christ our Passover —Hope of New Life
for the Post modern Europe and India .........c..cccoeevveiiiieeneennene. 367
INtrOAUCHION ..neiiiiiiiieie e 367
6.1 Post-Modernity @ GIIMPSE ......cccceeviieiiiieiiieieiieeieeie e 368
6.2 Difference Between the East and the West ............ccccceriennn. 371
6.3 Context 0f OUr TEXt ....eeverviriiriieieriieieeeese e 374
6.3.1 Passover Answer to the Problem of Sexual
IMMOTality? ..cveeeiieeie e 375
6.3.2 Postmodern Christians of West and East and
Pauline Passover Symbolism .........cccccceevveveeneenienne. 375
6.3.2.1 Western Church Some Current Aspects ......... 375
6.3.2.2 Change of Nucleus — God the Value of
the Postmodern World ...........ccccooiniiieinnene. 376
6.3.2.3 Rediscovering the Identity of Christian ........ 377
6.3.2.4 Response — New Life Calls for a
New Way of Life .....ccoooeviiiiiiiiiieiee 378



6.3.3  SPIFHUALILY voovoeoeeeveeereeeeseeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseesseseeenes 379

6.3.3.1 God as one’s Loving Father ............c..c.cc...... 381

6.3.3.2 Christo-Centric Spirituality ...........cccccvereenees 382

6.3.3.3 Being with and for the Other ........................ 382

6.4 Life BEYOnd ......ccooieviieiiieiieiieiieeee et 383
General ConcluSION ..........cceoieiiririeieieeeee e 384
Select Bibliography ........cccocviiiiiiiiiieiiieceeeee e 389
Primary SOUICES ....occcviieiiiieciiiecie ettt e 389
1.1 Biblical SOUIces ........cccoeeeiiiiiiieiiieieeee e 389

1.2 Non-Biblical SOUICES .......ccceevuieriieriieriieriieiieieeieeeeeneen 389

1.3 Other Classical Resources .........c.ccocevevireerieneneneenenne 390
Dictionary, Lexikon and Encyclopaedia ..........cccccocvevvevievieenneennen. 390
COMMENTATIES .eeuvieutietietieiieieenie ettt et et et et e bt e bt et ebeebeeneeas 392
Other Monographs and Articles .........cccceiienieiiieniienienieceeeen 400

16





