
 



Contents

List of Abbreviations.............................................................................................. 7

Introduction............................................................................................................ 9

PART I. PEOPLE............................................................................................... 17

Chapter 1
Former Prisoners: “Finest Sons of the Fatherland” or “Hapless Victims  
of the Camps”?..................................................................................................... 19

Repatriation and Assistance........................................................................... 21
Former Prisoners Organise Themselves........................................................ 35
Politicisation of the PZbWP.......................................................................... 43
The Struggle against “Victimhood”.............................................................. 57

Chapter 2
Our “Jewish Comrades”? Who Belongs to the Community of Victims?............ 71

Anti-Semitism............................................................................................... 75
Isolation......................................................................................................... 79
Jews in the PZbWP........................................................................................ 86
“A Separate Death”?...................................................................................... 91
“Heroes of the Ghetto” or Passive Victims?................................................ 108
Other Groups of Victims............................................................................. 113

Chapter 3
At the “Limit of a Certain Morality”: Polish Debates on the Conduct  
of Concentration Camp Prisoners...................................................................... 117

War Crimes Trials in Poland, 1944-1950.................................................... 119
Controversies Surrounding the Trials of Prisoner Functionaries................ 128
Beyond the Courtroom................................................................................ 143
Defending the Image of the Political Prisoner............................................ 151

PART II. PLACES........................................................................................... 163

Chapter 4
Sites of Memory, Sites of Forgetting................................................................. 165

Majdanek and Auschwitz: Vying for “Pre-eminence”................................. 165
“The Death of Birkenau”............................................................................. 176
In the Background: Stutthof and Gross-Rosen............................................ 181
Forgotten Places: Chełmno, Bełżec, Treblinka, Sobibór............................. 188



6	 Content

Chapter 5
Disputes over the Method of Commemorating the Sites of Former  
Concentration Camps......................................................................................... 193

“Evidence of Crimes” or “A Collection of Curiosities”?............................ 193
Cemeteries or “Battlefields”?...................................................................... 204
“Jewish Cemeteries” or “Places of Martyrdom  
of the Polish Nation and of Other Nations”? .............................................. 214

Chapter 6
A Christian Monument to Jewish Martyrdom? An Unrealised Project  
from 1947 to Commemorate the Site of the Former Death Camp  
at Treblinka........................................................................................................ 233

The “Polish Klondike”: Genesis of the Project........................................... 233
Iconography of the Memorial...................................................................... 244

Epilogue: Auschwitz—“A Tacky Stall of Cheap Anti-imperialist  
Propaganda”....................................................................................................... 259

Conclusion......................................................................................................... 271

Bibliography...................................................................................................... 277
A. Sources................................................................................................... 277
B. Studies..................................................................................................... 285

Index.................................................................................................................. 305




